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TUFTED INTERIORS
39 Norwich Street

Dereham
Tel: 01362 695632

WE DON’T DABBLE
WE SPECIALISE IN FLOORING

With over 35 years experience in 
the flooring trade selling, laying and 
surveying, plus our vast selection 

of patterns in every type of flooring, 
come to the specialists.

So for all Your Carpet, Vinyls etc. Consult

THE EXPERTS
HOME VISITS ARRANGED DAY, 

EVENING OR WEEKEND TO SUIT
CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY

 
 

     ‘Spring into Roots’ 
 

  Your local friendly Hair salon  
 

  Up to date techniques and styling,   
      offering high quality retail products  

   at affordable prices. 

 
5 Mill Street, Mattishall, 

 Norfolk, NR20 3QG 

by Kim 
Open  

 Tuesday — Saturday 
(closed sun/mon) 

Unisex
Unisex
Unisex   
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We won’t mention the ‘B’ word or make remarks about 
the ‘w’.  Suffice to say, I write this letter in glorious 
sunshine and am planning a visit to my brother in 

Spain.

Inside you can read all about the potential hazards of ‘no 
brochure’ holiday breaks that Anna English encountered and 
how you might need to check on driving licences and health 
cover if travelling in Europe after the ‘divorce’.

Here at home there is change afoot at the Swan who are looking 
for new tenants and there is now potential for a glass of wine 
or beer at Tabnabs who have applied for a licence.  The Social 
Club needs our custom and mothers might expect a celebration lunch or tea on 31st March at Café 
Verde.  

The daffodils are coming out along with other bulbs and it really is beginning to feel like Spring.  
The heavy snow at this time last year is a distant memory but gardeners still need to prepare for the 
worst and keep tender plants protected.  We ‘oldies’ might also remember to still wrap-up warm 
against those biting winds and have protection ready for ‘scattered, sharp showers’ Oops, sorry, I 
said I wouldn’t mention the ‘w’ word!

No signs of building preparation on the Old Hall Road site yet and the Cedar Rise Project is stuck 
at Phase 1 with many of the properties remaining unsold.  Surprising, perhaps? The houses are 
ideal for those who want a tiny garden with just enough room for a bench (as seen in the show 
house) and within immediate view of their neighbours; who don’t need wardrobes or spaces big 
enough for suitcases, skis, walking boots, sewing machines, toys and the other paraphernalia of 
21st century living. Perhaps it’s the prospect of 4 w.c.’s that will attract buyers to the £455.000 
executive dwellings. Oh, of course the double garage is where you store all the ‘stuff’.  Real homes 
for real people?  Perhaps not. 

I still remember my granny’s council house in the 1960’s with the larder in the kitchen, the large 
garden with the brick-built shed and the special seat in the hall with space for a directory for those 
occasional telephone calls.  Not every home had a telephone, but there were call boxes at most 
road junctions for emergencies. I still have an old phone which I keep for emergencies – most 
modern portable handsets need to be charged and won’t work in a power-cut. Those were the days 
when one still received letters and post-cards from friends and family, a rare event now, even at 
Christmas and a collector’s item on Flog It.  But hey, that makes me an oldie who still has not fully 
engaged with the true potential of the digital age.  Streaming – a heavy cold?  Get the App – make 
an appointment? Store it in the Cloud – your wish list?  4G?  Oh, I know.  G force – being propelled 
at a high velocity that makes your skin all funny.  Perhaps not.

I’m sure you’ll enjoy seeing more new material from our Writers Group in this issue along with your 
favourite regular contributors and we will welcome any new talent who want to see their work in 
print.  

I’m writing during the first week in March under a brilliant blue sky and must remember to use some 
sun-block and protection from the wind when I take Charlie for her walk.  Oh, sorry the ‘w’ word 
again.  Let’s hope we can look forward to lots more pleasant days soon and enjoy all the events and 
activities in our villages this summer – plenty to make note of in Roundabout.

Our advertising prices and print schedule is inside.

PS Thanks tot he WI for the great Snowdrops on the 
Front Page!

From the Editor

and Charlie!

Miscellanea
Editorial Team

Editor Eileen Conway 
(01362) 858271

email: econway50@btinternet.com

Assistant Editor & Advertising 
Anne Jackson 

(01362) 858744
email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Distribution Liz Hunton 
(01362) 850491

Article Contributors

Tina Cooper

Anna English

Bill English

Gramps
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Kevin Walker

Sheila Rudling
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are not necessarily those of the 

publishers or the editorial team. Whilst 
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guarantee the goods or services offered 
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Your customers have just read this advert
Make sure they are reading about your business in the next issue

 

  Anne Jackson  01362 858744
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Our lady from the  library
Matches and dispatches.

It’s going to be a busy year. Two of my offspring are bent 
on marrying their respective fiancés before the winter. The 
beautiful and talented Kate has the Spring Bank Holiday 

week in mind and the Norwich based nuptials have been 
booked. It promises to be an interesting ceremony and follow 
up because it is a feminist vegan occasion.

There will be no “ Who giveth this woman” malarkey because 
that is based on a patriarchal tradition that treats women as 
mere chattels. The handsome pair will give each other away 
with matching beatific smiles and a glass of elderflower fizz. 
This will be followed by a slap up meal of tea and cake. 
They will both change their names to one which they think 
suits them as a newly launched couple and disappear into 
the sunset.

As the day itself is a Friday, they have also planned a picnic 
in the park on Saturday for those friends who are not able 
to attend on a week day. Anyone failing to meet either of 
those two criteria are invited to our garden on Sunday for 
cucumber sandwiches. It all sounds very accommodating if 
not tea filled.

My son Jon who has the requisite number of socks on, thank 
you, is looking to alter the original plan of a vast wedding 
catering for the mere 120 friends and family members after 
being quoted ridiculous amounts of money for the privilege. It 
has been scaled back to a cosy family only Norfolk wedding 
with a straightforward party some time later for the other 
100 VIPs. No mention of weddings will be made at time of 
booking the big venue: it seems to make the cost expand. 
They have gone on a reconnaissance mission to the North 
Norfolk Coast and discovered some hidden gems at less than 
diamond prices. We are currently looking at September. I 
emphasise the respective dates of the two celebrations as I 
will be at pains to choose appropriate apparel for the season.

The mother of the bride outfits aren’t really me. I feel that 
more casual clothing would match the less orthodox do and 
Laura, soon to be daughter in law has said I can wear crocs 
at hers. She will fit right in, bless her.

My own wedding was a rather less lavish affair than today’s 
average. It cost £6 and he still owes me half. We were living 
in Newcastle on Tyne and our families in Essex. In the end we 
wed with two witnesses garnered from University friends who 
were available on the Tuesday afternoon in question and we 
had pate and french bread as a wedding breakfast, kindly 
laid on by a friend.

Because we had such a tiny but perfectly formed celebration 
I am able to remember exactly what presents we received. 
Not for us the John Lewis List, but a one and a half man tent, 
a double bed and a canteen of cutlery. The one and a half 
man tent was pre-tested  in the  driving rain in Haltwhistle and 
believe me once you have shared such a teeny tent with a 
man it is only right and proper that you marry him.

Although the main focus of the Whitsun holiday will be on 
Kate, I have a rather big birthday to endure that same week. 
Naturally feminine modesty forbids me from admitting to the 

actual age of the birthday 
but it begins with a six. No 
clues there then.

But at this great age it is 
surely time to start thinking 
about not only matches 
but the inevitable dispatch 
that awaits us all and the 
aged Pater and I have had 
intelligent conversations about the latter…well I’m no spring 
chicken.

I was going to have the old hymns and that reading about 
being “ in the next room…” a bit creepy really, but came 
across something called direct cremation during the course 
of my research.

In the tradition of penny pinching or sensible spending 
as I call it, one can be collected and cremated one sunny 
afternoon for a mere £1000. There are no chemicals used 
and sustainable pine coffins or even a paltry shroud if you’re 
really fastidious about the environment. You, or rather your 
loved ones, collect your urn unless you would like those 
sprinkled for you and then hold a riotous wake or memorial 
service at your leisure. Sounds ideal.

And I don’t really mind where I’m sprinkled, just not at sea: 
I’m a terrible swimmer!

Tina Cooper 
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MEMBERSHIPS 

AVAILABLE 

from£20 
per month 

IN
SP
IR
E

Tel: 01362 857195 www.gymtec-fitness.co.uk 
South Green Park, Mattishall, Dereham, Norfolk, NR20 3JY

Exercise  |  Personal Training  |  Classes  |  Fitness Assessment 

•  ’Life Fitness’ cardio and 
resistance equipment 

•  Membership packages to 
suit everyone

•  Fully air-conditioned Gym

•  Indoor & outdoor  
one-to-one training

•  Comprehensive fitness 
class timetable, including 
Spin, Bootcamp  
& Boxercise!

VENTURE FARM CAT RESCUE 
 SUMMER OPEN DAY 

 
Thuxton Road, Mattishall  

NR20 3LB 
 01362 850352 www.venturefarm.co.uk 

 
 

SUNDAY 9th June 
10am – 3pm 

 

LOTS OF BOOKS AND BRIC A BRAC FOR 
SALE, GAMES, REFRESHMENTS,TOMBOLA, 

ENTERTAINMENT,FEED THE CATS  
A TREAT. 

 

                                                                     

Who Let the Dads Out?

For several years at All Saints’ Church in Mattishall (aka 
ASM) we have run a weekly mums and toddlers group 
called, “Little Angels”. We are starting another group on 

May 11th, but this time it is for dads (and other father figures) 
and their young children. It will run once a month in ASM on 
a Saturday morning from 9.00 until 10.30. The age range of 
children who are invited to come with their dads is a bit wider 
than for Little Angels since we are running on a non-school day 
and so children up to and including school Year 1 would be 
very welcome. The name of the group is “Who Let The Dads 
Out?”, but other father figures, like grandads and male carers 
are equally welcome. 

Since the adults in the group are men there will be toast and 
bacon butties served each time and it will be a time when the 
men can spend time with each other and with their children in 
a safe, relaxed environment. There will be plenty of toys for the 
youngsters (and dads) to play with. 

We are aiming to provide a chance for dads to relax and chat 
with other dads. In other groups around the country dads have 
found it a great time to spend time with their youngsters. 

If you are a mum reading this, it is your chance for a bit of peace 
and quiet on a Saturday morning! Get your man to come along 
to ASM with the kids and enjoy a bit of a break. The cost each 
time is £2 per family group. We start on Saturday 11th May and 
plan to meet on the following dates after that in 2019 (usually 
the 1st Saturday of each month, with no meeting in August). 
Occasionally we will meet on the 2nd Saturday and these dates 
are marked below with an asterisk. 

All dates are Saturdays and the group runs from 9.00 to 10.30. 

•	 11th	May	*	
•	 1st	June	
•	 13th	July	*	
•	 No	meeting	in	August	
•	 7th	September	
•	 5th	October	
•	 2nd	November	
•	 7th	December

For more details please see our website www.matvchurch.uk or 
contact Alan Cossey, Eddie Stone or Dave Rudling. You can get 
hold of Alan on 01362 857904 or alan.cossey@matvchurch.uk 

Telephone: 01760 722168
Mobile: 07785 746682

email: joesisto@aol.com
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My Friend Bill
     by Sheila Rudling  

The school bell rang and children poured out from the 
classroom.  The first out was Reggie as he had to get 
there early.  His mother was so cross wen he arrived 

home late, which had been the case for the past two weeks.  
There had been quite a few clips round the ear.

There was no question of him not going, his little friend 
would be waiting.  Hot from running, although his coat was 
thin from wear, he arrived at the shop and pressed his face 
to look through the window.  A dejected little dog, black 
with one white patch on his face, that gave him a funny 
appearance, saw him and wagged his tail with excitement.

Reggie would have given anything to have him, but his 
parents were not too well off.  He had asked his father who 
had looked quite sad when he said “Sorry, son”.  So he had 
not asked again.  He would have to go. “Bye” he said to Bill, 
as he called him.

Next day, as he came out of school, the rain was coming 
down in torrents but he was determined to see Bill.  Looking 
the window, he gave a start.  No Bill. “Oh”.  At last someone 
had bought him.  Tears came to his eyes, which he brushed 
hurriedly away.  Big boys did not cry, he was always being 
told.  But he felt his world had collapsed.

On arrival home he was greeted by his mother. “Where 
have you been?  Look at your dirty face and you are soaked.  

Out to the scullery, wash and go to your room and put on dry 
clothes.  What am I going to do with you?”

Reggie forlornly went and washed and then made his way 
upstairs. He opened his bedroom door and something 
jumped off his bed and rushed at him.

“Bill, oh Bill! and the two friends were soon making a great 
fuss of each other.  “How did you get here?”  At that moment, 
in walked Dad.  He did not tell his son that he had spent 
many extra hours working to pay for Bill and was delighted 
to see his son’s beaming face was reward enough.

Phil’s Gardening Services
I am a friendly reliable chap based in Mattishall

I can offer grasscutting, 
hedgecutting,
strimming,
weeding,
shed/fence painting

07920104265
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FLUTE LESSONS
Exam Coaching 
or play for fun.

All ages welcome
Linda Roy DipLCM 
Tel: 01362 850968 
Mob: 07791 395364

Janet Clarke reports on 
Gambian Aid Through 
Education 

This year is particularly 
challenging and because 
of my health issues I have 

been unable to travel to The 
Gambia.  But we are fortunate 
to have a lovely lady called 
Fatou who is keeping the 
African side of the work going.

Fatou has paid the 
sponsorships, taken photos of 
the students and collected their 
reports.  She has also bought 
the craft items, which we sell to 
raise funds, and airmailed them to us.  We are always looking 
for fresh outlets to sell our beautiful Gambian made crafts.

The Gambia was ranked 11th poorest country in the world 
in 2017 and we work with some of the poorest people there.  
We collect children’s shoes and clothes to send to people there 
where some children walk up to 5 or 6 kilometres each way to 
school in bare feet. We also help impoverished rural schools 
with sports equipment and stationery as well as vegetable seeds 
for their school gardens so they can have vegetables to add to 
the rice which the World Food Programme provides.

This year we want to raise the money (about £5000.00) to give 
a village a milling machine, the nearest one to their village is 
almost 5 miles away.  The two we previously installed enabled 
hundreds of children to go to school, as their mothers did not 
keep them at home to do chores, whilst they were pounding 
the grain by hand.  This makes the women’s lives easier and 
children can get to school (school is not compulsory). We have 
also just finished our 18th well.    

We are holding an event on Friday 21st June in Mattishall church 
– SING FOR YOUR SUPPER with entertainment from Mattishall’s 
own Liz Hunton and a sausage/fish and chip supper. (More 
details later)

If you want to know more or want a speaker for a group please 
call me on  01362 858221.

Christian Aid Week
May 12th to 18th
Love your Neighbour
Join our house-to-house collecting team Just a few hours of 
your time will bring lasting change for communities living in 
conflict, fear and poverty.
We only need 30 collectors each visiting 45 houses to cover 
the complete village. This week is the largest Christian event 
in the UK each year. Last year in Mattishall and Welbourne 
we collected £1434 of which £530  was gift aided.
We need people to move out of their comfort zone and help.
If you can help please phone: -
Fred Garner tel. 850750
Or e-mail fgarner@tiscali.co.uk

CTC HIRE 
Building D.I.Y., Gardening 

Equipment and tools 
 ,JCB Micro Digger, Rug Doctor Carpet 
Cleaner, Rotavators Compactors, Hedge 
Trimmers, Generators, Lawn Scarifier,  

Disccutter/Grinder and much more. 
The Old Post Office, Mattishall Road, 
East Tuddenham, Dereham. NR20 3LT. 

email: mcram@tiscali.co.uk  Tel: 01603 880062 
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Where Do We Come From? 
by Bill English 

From time to time most of us think about where we were 
born and brought up. Recalling where we come from is 
a way of remembering who we are and why we're here 

and why we're not somewhere else. We are often very proud 
of where we come from. This fits us into the landscape, so to 
speak, and gives us a sense of identity, of belonging, even 
if we now live a long way from where we were born. Work, 
relationships and interests may take us far from where 

we lived, but most of us hark back to our origins, because 
we feel that this is what defines us, and reminds us of our 
beginnings. 

How often, at social gatherings of all sorts, do you hear both 
yourself and others mention, as if in passing, where you and 
they come from? Sometimes it seems like one-up-man-ship, 
as if coming from a particular place or area makes you a bit 
superior to coming from where you are now. 

Some people grow up, get a job, and have a family in the 
area where they grew up. Others move elsewhere because of 
job opportunities, house prices, or where their spouse/partner 
came from, or just wanting a change. We are fortunate to live 
at a time when there are more opportunities than in the past 
to move, work and live somewhere else. 

I find myself, like many of us do, often thinking about my 
childhood: in my case, as a child, playing in bombed out 
buildings, and rushing into an air raid shelter when the siren 
moaned its rising tone of imminent danger; and once staring at 
some German prisoners of war repairing the road in the High 
Street. They smiled at 
me and I was shocked 
that they looked the 
same as men here in 
England, and because 
they didn't look evil. 
Shortly after WW2 
my family moved to a 
foreign country where 
my father could earn 
more than in his own 
country. And when I 
reached the age of 
twelve, I was sent 
back to England to 
a boarding school 
because there were no 
secondary schools for 
me where we lived. 

Our collective history 
is fascinating: starting 
with the Anglo-Saxons 
who gave us (and 
the world) the English 
language and from 
whom many of us are 

descended. There is now a new exhibition at the British Library 
in London titled, 'Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms - Art, Word and 
War'. This runs until19th of February 2019. The exhibition is 
presented in a number of different rooms under these titles: 
Kingdoms and Conversion, Mercia and its Neighbours, The  
Rise of the West Saxons, Language, Learning and Literature, 
Kingdom and Church, and Conquest and Landscape. 
I strongly recommend it - exhibitions like this take a huge 
amount of organisation, the exhibits have to be borrowed 
from collections all over the country. Such an exhibition may 
not be mounted again for many years, if ever. 

Are	  you	  a	  budding	  journalist	  or	  	  
just	  like	  writing	  for	  pleasure?	  

	  
Miscellanea	  is	  looking	  for	  new	  

talent	  to	  contribute	  with	  a	  regular	  
slot	  or	  one-‐off	  articles	  –	  please	  
contact	  Eileen	  Conway	  with	  your	  

ideas	  and	  get	  your	  pen	  –	  or	  should	  I	  
say	  keyboard,	  busy!	  
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From Dereham Walkers
After a successful year and joining forces with the Aylsham 
walking group, Dereham Walkers are Welcome have 
published their new programme below:

22 April - bookings for this walk will open very soon 

6 May - an event aimed at younger children and their families 

27 May - a ‘standard’ walk 

22 June - our Annual Public Meeting, preceded by a shorter 
than usual walk 

28 July - Town walk - a revised version of the 2018 walk (NB 
- wrongly advertised for a while on the website as 27 July) 

26 August - a trip to Suffolk for a walk in Clare, a Walkers 
are Welcome partner 

29 September - a shorter than usual walk, ending with a 
garden party 

23 October - a walk to coincide with Norfolk County Council’s 
Walking Festival, probably using Konect bus services to get 
out of Dereham 

1 January 2020 - still to be decided, but then it is next year! 

 Further details and tickets will be available from Dereham 
Walkers are Welcome committee members, or from Ken 
Hawkins dtc.fpwarden@talktalk.net (07505 426750). 

	

Hair By Ruth
....in the comfort of your own home

Telephone 01362 858936
Mobile 07748 664011
Email    hairdresserruth@gmail.com

Member of the FHBF
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Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm, Saturday & Sunday 9am - 3pm
Tel: 01362 857157   |   www.southgreenpark.co.uk   |   South Green Park, Mattishall, Dereham, NR20 3JY

BREAKFASTS   |   LUNCHES   |   SUNDAY CARVERY   |   PARTIES & EVENTS 
TEAS & COFFEES   |   CAKES & SAVOURIES   |   BUFFETS   |   LICENCED BAR

SGP
007

-11
-1

Mother’s Day
Treat your very special person 
to our special 3 course carvery.

Only £23.95

Children 12 & under -  half the portion, 
half the price

12pm to 3pm
Book early to avoid disappointment!

MARCH

31

Only  £23.95 Per person

Puppy Paddocks
A 6' high fenced, safe field where your
pooch can run free. Great for recall

practise, shy or timid dogs or those who
become 'deaf' if let off the lead!

www.puppypaddocks.co.uk
www.facebook.com/dogexercisepaddock

For details call : 01603 757968

(All dogs welcome... not just puppies).
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Festival Time Again

The Festival Season has already begun throughout the 
country, even though we are still in Winter.  There 
was the first Beer Festival of the season in Norwich in 

February and there’s a Shakespeare Festival in Kings Lynn 
April 26th – 28th.  Many of the forthcoming festivals may be 
relatively new – the literary or food events - but Norfolk has 
held one for more than two centuries. 

The Norfolk and Norwich Festival is one of the oldest 
festival’s in the UK and for most of its history it was a purely 
classical music event. The festival consisted primarily of 
oratorios and other large scale choral works performed 
by the Norwich Festival Chorus, then 300 strong,    and 
featured performances by many famous artistes, composers 
and conductors.

The Festival traces its origins back to the founding of the 
Norfolk & Norwich Hospital in 1772, when fund-raising 
concerts were held in Norwich Cathedral.  These concerts 
became a triennial event from 1788 when a four-day Grand 
Music Festival was mounted, using St. Peter Mancroft Church 
in the morning, St Andrew’s Hall in the evening and also  
an  oratorio at Norwich Cathedral.  The concerts included 
performances by many famous artistes, composers and 
conductors.   Parson James Woodforde, then minister at 
Melton, made up a party to attend an evening concert at St. 
Andrews Hall in 1788 and wrote:

“  … Mrs Davey and Betsy, Miss Walker and my niece in an 
Hackney Coach to St Andrews Hall to hear the concert this 
evening … The tickets to the miscellaneous concert tonight 

were 7 Shillings and 6 pence each”.  …  “The Concert was 
very fine indeed, and Madame Mara, the famous Singer 
sang delightfully.”  Despite the costs, these concerts were 
very successful and received large audiences:   “A great 
deal of Company indeed at the Hall and full dressed – 900 
supposed to be present” wrote the parson.  

 The music festival continued to develop a reputation 
throughout the Victorian and Edwardian period, attracting 
a number of prestigious musical directors, including the 
founder of the Proms concerts at the Albert Hall in London Sir 
Henry Wood, Sir Thomas Beecham and Sir Malcolm Sargent.  
The festival saw the premieres of significant classical works 
including Edward Elgar's Sea Pictures in 1899 (sung by 
Clara Butt), E. J. Moeran's Rhapsody No. 2 for the 1924 
centenary concert (based on a Norfolk folksong).

Started in 1986 as the first annual Festival embracing all 
aspects of the arts and music in Norfolk, the new Norfolk 
and Norwich Festival is devoted to presenting a wide range 
of activities each May.  As well as events and workshops in 
Norwich, many of which are free, there are also events held 
throughout the wider county.

The Festival works on creative learning schemes across 
Norfolk with support from Arts Council England and Norwich 
and Norfolk councils and has received funding to become a 
"bridge organization". The Arts Council funds a network of 
10 Bridge organizations to connect the cultural sector and 
the education sector so that children and young people can 
have access to great arts and cultural opportunities.

The scope of the Festival has changed from a classical music 
event and now caters for a larger variety of art, theatre, 
dance and other visual arts becoming an international arts 
festival and the east of England's flagship arts organisation. 

As well as Classical Music, the Norwich and Norfolk Festival 
today features Cabaret, Circus, Contemporary Music, Dance, 
Film, Literature, Performance, Theatre and Visual Arts. Many 
events are free in the Spiegel Tent in Chapelfield Norwich.  

While Norfolk has experienced many ‘peaks and troughs’ 
over the past two hundred and thirty years since the concert 
season began in the city, our cultural diet continues to expand 
and in 2019 has a menu for every appetite. 

The Festival begins on 10th May and runs till 26th May.  
Look out for the 2019 Brochure which should be available 
soon. Celebrate  

in style
Join us for... parties, children’s birthdays,  
christenings, weddings, hen or stag do’s and any  
other event in your own private suite or outside  
making the most of our beautiful grounds.

Celebrate with... locally sourced homemade food,  
bbqs, hog roasts and a superb selection of food for   
your party.

Enjoy our... gazebo, bouncy castle, children’s play area, 
segways, bo-carts and high ropes course with onsite parking.

Tel: 01362 857100    www.southgreenpark.co.uk   

Mattishall, Dereham, Norfolk  NR20 3JY

 locally sourced homemade food, 
bbqs, hog roasts and a superb selection of food for   

 gazebo, bouncy castle, children’s play area, 

christenings, weddings, hen or stag do’s and any 
other event in your own private suite or outside 

 locally sourced homemade food, 

christenings, weddings, hen or stag do’s and any 

 locally sourced homemade food, 

SGP107.2

 general plumbing   overflows
 leaks   showers fitted and repaired
 burst pipes   toilets   bathrooms
 taps   radiators and valves fitted

Call Adrian on 01362 694286 /  07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk

www.amhplumbing.co.uk

Specialising in small jobs

Call Adrian on 01362 694286 /  07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk

www.amhplumbing.co.uk

 leaks, overflows & burst pipes
 taps repaired & replaced   outside taps

 toilets repaired   ball valves
 washing machines & dishwashers plumbed in

 showers fitted & repaired 
 bathrooms fitted & tiled
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Anna English reports from the Mattishall Society

A recent Mattishall Society meeting:

GEORGE SKIPPER AND THE BOARDMAN 
ARCHITECTS 
 a talk by Barbara Miller:

Using a leaflet picked up in the Tourist Office some years 
ago, called ‘Enjoy your Bath’, we followed a fascinating 
route around that city and were encouraged to look UP.   

And that is what Barbara Miller encourages us to do when we 
walk around Norwich, because the city is rich in ornate buildings 
designed by the Edwardian Architects, George Skipper and 
Edward Boardman senior and junior.
Norwich had enjoyed a boom time with its wool trade and woven 
fabrics from the 15th century until mechanisation crept in during 
the Industrial Revolution.  Norwich people, who were involved 
in the wool trade, worked from home and didn’t want to move 
into noisy factories.   They were slow to realise that, without 
mechanisation, their trade would move elsewhere.  By the time 
they woke up to this fact, it was too late – cotton had become 
King and the north of England had stolen their customers.   The 
big factory that was built in 1836 in Whitefriars, proudly called 
The Norwich Yarn Company, came too late and was doomed to 
fail.  It was not until the Edwardian era that Norwich began to 
find its feet again with a more mixed economy and it was into 
this regeneration that the Edwardian architects tapped.
Edward Boardman senior (1833-1910) lived at 91 Newmarket 
Road all his life.  His first major commission was the original 
Norfolk and Norwich Hospital building (which was recently 
saved by the Norwich Society and has been converted into 
flats).  With the coming of the railway to Norwich, he designed 
the Royal Hotel near the station for commercial travellers arriving 
in the city and also the nearby 
Agricultural Hall.  
Norwich was a non-conformist 
city and, among the chapels 
Boardman designed were 
the Princes Street Chapel 
(now part of the University of 
the Arts), St. Mary’s Baptist 
Chapel (destroyed in the 
Blitz), the Methodist Chapel 
on Chapelfield Road and the 
Primitive Methodist Chapel on 
Park Road.  These chapels had 
galleries where the country-
folk sat, looking down upon 
the city-dwellers, whose pews 
were on the ground floor.  He 
also worked on the Chapel of 
Rest at the Rosary Cemetery 
and the conversion of Norwich 
Castle from prison to Museum 

– notably the arches which support the roof in the Castle Keep, 
which are to be retained during the current renovation.
Outside the city, Boardman designed The Dales at Cromer, an art 
nouveau hotel and Dunstan Hall, which was commissioned by 
the Gurney family.  He was also responsible for the extension to 
Peckover House in Wisbech and extensions to the Norwich Shoe 
Factory building.   This was a time of opulence and confidence 
and Boardman’s buildings displayed exuberant decoration and 
detailing, as you will see if you look UP.  Edward Boardman 
senior was elected mayor in 1905/06, died in 1910 and is 
buried in the Rosary Cemetery.
During WW1, Edward Boardman junior worked with Boulton 
and Paul and Lawrence and Scott.   His  firm also undertook 
domestic work, such as Chester Place near the Plantation 
Garden.  Marrying Florence Coleman, the daughter of Josiah 
Coleman, was a good move as money was never a problem 
for Edward Boardman junior.  He and Florence remodelled 
How Hill, as their country retreat and Edward did some work 
for his father-in-law.  After a visit to Egypt with her father and 
brother, Florence commissioned the wherry Hator, whose interior 
decoration owes much to this Egyptian trip.  This beautiful craft 
can still be seen on the Broads.
Unlike the Boardmans, George Skipper was not backed by 
family money.  His father was a builder.  Born in Dereham in 
1856 and educated at Bracondale School and Norwich Art 
School, Skipper travelled to Belgium, Paris and London before 
initially working for his father.  He was a serious man with strict 
Plymouth Brethren principles.   What he had learned on the 
continent, made him aware of the importance of the silhouette 
of a building against the skyline, so many of his buildings have 
interesting details at roof level.  Again – look UP!  In 1879, 
he opened his own office in Dereham and another in Norwich 
in 1880.   Without financial backing to realise his ambitions, 
Skipper became adept at winning commissions by winning 
competitions.   Two of early ones were out of county – Shepton 
Mallett Hospital and the Clarks Retail Complex in Street, 
Somerset.   These raised his profile and he was commissioned to 
design Cromer Town Hall. 
Towards the end of the 19th century, Queen Victoria bought 
Sandringham for her son Bertie (the future Edward VII) and the 
railways came to Norfolk, boosting the need for accommodation 
for holiday-makers and royal hangers-on.  Skipper was 
commissioned to build three prestigious hotels on the sea front 
at Cromer between 1894 and 1896. Later, in 1905, he built 
Newstead House at Cromer and the Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht 
Club at Lowestoft.   For the Thomas Cook family, he remodelled 
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR MEETINGS

HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, MATTISHALL at 7.30 pm

AFTER OUR WINTER BREAK DURING JANUARY and FEBRUARY

WE HAVE PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THE FIRST HALF 

OF OUR NEW SEASON LINE UP FOR 2019

  2019

March 11th           Barbara Miller – 'Skipper and The Boardmans, Architects' 

April 8th           Susan Perry – 'Jack The Ripper'

May 13th           ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING**

June 10th           David Morton – 'Tower Of London' 

July 27th           ANNUAL BARBECUE**

August 22nd           GARDEN MEETING**
 * = Non Memorial Hall Meetings

** = Members Only

     INTERESTED? 

    THEN PLEASE CONTACT

    The Membership Secretary

    Mrs Carol Colledge 01362 858230

MEETINGS FOR THE REST OF 2019 WILL INCLUDE FULL 

UPDATES ON THE ABOVE, FURTHER INFORMATION OF 

OTHER TRIPS OR EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AS 

NORMAL AT THE MONTHLY MEETINGS, ALONG WITH 

OUR FAMILIAR CHURCH SILHOUETTE POSTERS AROUND 

THE VILLAGE AND UPDATED IN FUTURE ISSUES OF 

MISCELLANEA

Senow Park near Guist and in the city, he designed streets of 
terraced housing, such as that in College Road.
Architects were not allowed to advertise.   Skipper’s original 
office in Norwich was in Opie Street, but he then built what is 
now the Jarrolds building, which then housed his offices. He got 
around the ‘no advertising’ rule by decorating the outside of the 
building with terracotta friezes showing architects at work – you 
can still see these friezes today if you look UP in London Street.   
Another detail on the Jarrolds building are shields with the names 
of authors whom Jarrolds published (most of whom are unknown 
today).  The notable exception is the mother of Anna Sewell, a 
prolific pamphlet writer in her day.  Mary Sewell’s connection to 
Jarrolds ensured her daughter’s famous story of ‘Black Beauty’ 
was published.
The Royal Arcade was another of Skipper’s commissions, with its 
flamboyant art nouveau tiles by his colleague William Neatby, 
which were made by Doulton; its Tiffany glass and mahogany 

shop-fronts.  The relatively plain façade on Gentleman’s Walk 
was retained from the Angel Inn, which formerly occupied the 
site, but the façade at the other end of the arcade is a riot of 
coloured and patterned tiles including some splendid peacocks.
Other buildings by Skipper include the offices of the Norfolk 
Daily Standard in St. Giles; what is now the Pret a Manger 
building in the Haymarket; Lloyds Bank in Red Lion Street and 
the offices of Roland Larkin, accountants, also in Red Lion Street, 
dating from 1903; the Norwich and London Accident Insurance 
building on St. Giles and the London Provincial Bank on London 
Street.   All these buildings have fascinating details, if you look 
UP.  Other commissions took him to London and he built the 
Jubilee Town School in Heydon.
When the Roman Catholic Cathedral was being built, different 
coloured marble was ordered from Italy.   However, when it 
arrived, it was not considered of high enough quality for use 
in the building.  Skipper had just won a competition to design 
what is now the Norwich Union Building in Surrey Street and 
obtained the job-lot of marble at a knock-down price, using it to 
decorate the inside of the new Norwich Union Building in Surrey 
Street.  If you have never been inside, it really is worth a look.  
Italian workmen had to be employed to work the stone.
Skipper lived until 1948.   He had worked on council housing 
after WW1 and the University Arms Hotel in Cambridge, always 
worrying about money.
Sadly, the interiors of many of Boardmans’ and Skipper’s 
buildings were altered, some insensitively, before they were 
listed, but the exteriors are still testimony to a more exuberant 
and confident age.  So, next time you are in the city, do look UP!

Anna English 
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Mattishall 
Bowls Club

Mattishall Bowls Club 
is always looking 
for new players 

whether beginners or more 
experienced players. We 
have an Open Day on 
Saturday 27th April from 2pm till 4pm and all are welcome 
to come and give the game a try – equipment and instruction 
will be provided. The atmosphere will be relaxed so don't be 
afraid to give it a go! The following 2 Saturdays will also be 
Open for you to come and have a try.

There is a real mix of age groups - one of our young members 
gained his County Cap at Under 25 level in the Indoor League 
this winter- and we are a friendly and sociable bunch so you 
will be made to feel at home.

League games start on Monday April 29th and games take 
place most evenings. We have joined the Ashill League this 
year, making 4 leagues in total, so we would welcome new 
players as we move forwards. We had a successful season 
in 2018 gaining promotion to Division 1 of the Dereham 
League and reached the County finals of the Age Concern 
League. We increased our membership numbers and are 
always working to improve the facilities we have, and we are 
looking forward to another successful campaign in 2019.

Mattishall 
Cricket Club
Members of the Norfolk Cricket 

Board & the Norfolk Cricket 

Alliance Mattishall Cricket Club, 

an ECB Clubmark accredited club are actively seeking new 

players of any age and ability for the coming season.

We are holding indoor nets sessions covering all junior and 

senior age groups (date & times detailed below) and would 

very much welcome new & potential club members, for whom 

sessions will be free of charge. A great way to make new 

friends and begin your time as a Mattishall CC cricketer!

•	Sunday	31st	March

Langley Prep School (Taverham Hall)

(Juniors 17:00 – 18:30, Seniors 18:30 – 20:00)

If you would like more information about the Club or the 

sessions, please contact Simon Chipperfield (1st XI Captain) 

on 07584 307842 or Lizzie Hawkins (Youth Coordinator) on 

07793 515356

MATTISHALL 
BOWLS CLUB

We invite both new and 
experienced players for the 

coming season

• Playing in 4 local leagues

• Players of all ages

• Friendly, sociable atmosphere

• Equipment & tuition provided

• Good links with the Social club

Open day

Saturday 27th April 2pm – 4pm.

All Welcome!

!

Mattishall Oil Price Savings Scheme 
(MOPS) 

Time to fill up your heating oil tank?  
Do you think you are paying too much?  

 Want to join one of the biggest syndicates
 in the region that orders in total up 

to 70,000 litres of oil per month? 
 

It costs you nothing to join – no obligation at any time 
Endorsed by Community Action Norfolk 

 
Contact Mike Onassis on 01362 858222 or 07773 330109

 

email:  mike.onassis@btinternet.com 
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21ST CENTURY PETS
1 April - 6 May 2019 is National Pet Month
Celebrating its 28th year, National Pet Month takes place 1st April - 
6th May 2019 when thousands of people up and down the UK will 
be celebrating life with their pets.
Our nation of pet lovers sees 45%  of us owning some sort of 
animal. The UK pet population peaked in 2013 at 71 million and 
rising.  With such a high percentage of ownership, this means there 
is a big market for other essentials such as pet food and accessories 
as well as veterinary services. In 2017 dog and cat food alone had 
an estimated market value of  £2.5 billion. 
One vets practice with surgeries in Dereham, Swaffham and 
Wymondham has over 80,000 animals on its books.  Our most 
popular pet in the United Kingdom is the dog.  Around a quarter 
of UK households have at least one canine chum – that’s a lot of 
dogs! So, it’s probably no surprise that there are over 20 pieces of 
legislation that apply to dog ownership in Britain. 
The experiences and concerns of some villagers this year highlights 
the need for responsible dog ownership in our villages. 
Owning a pet is a privilege and should result in a mutually 
beneficial relationship. But the benefits of pet ownership come with 
responsibilities. These include:
•	 Lifelong care of the pet. This means committing to the 

relationship for your pet’s entire life.
•	 Selecting a pet that is suited to your home and lifestyle and 

avoiding impulsive decisions.
•	 Recognizing that owning a pet(s) requires an investment of 

time and money.
•	  Keeping only the type and number of pets you can provide 

for in an appropriate and safe environment. This includes 
food, water, shelter, health care and companionship.

•	 Ensuring pets are properly identified (i.e., tags, microchips, 
or tattoos) and that their registration information in associated 
databases is kept up-to-date. 

•	  Adhering to local ordinances, including licensing and leash 
requirements.

•	 Helping to manage overpopulation by controlling your pet(s)' 
reproduction through managed breeding, containment, or 
spay/neuter.

•	 Establishing and maintaining a veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship.

•	 Providing preventive (e.g., vaccinations, parasite control) 
and therapeutic health care for the life of your pet(s) in 
consultation with, and as recommended by, your veterinarian.

•	 Socialization and appropriate training for your pet(s) to 
facilitate their well-being and the well-being of other animals 
and people.

•	 Preventing your pet(s) from negatively impacting other 
people, animals and the environment. This includes proper 
waste disposal, noise control, and not allowing pet(s) to 

stray or become feral.
•	 Providing exercise and mental stimulation appropriate to 

your pet(s)' age, breed, and health status.
•	 Include your pets in your planning for an emergency or 

disaster, including assembling an evacuation kit.
•	 Making arrangements for the care of your pet when or if you 

are unable to do so.
•	 Recognizing declines in your pet(s)' quality of life and 

making decisions in consultation with your veterinarian 
regarding appropriate end-of-life care (e.g., palliative care, 
hospice, euthanasia).

Police and local authorities now have powers to demand that owners 
take action to prevent a dog attack or risk fine of up to £20,000.
If a complaint has been made about a dog to the council or police, 
its owners could be ordered to do any or all of the following: 
•	 Attend dog training classes
•	 Muzzle the dog or require it to be on a lead in public
•	 Require the dog to be microchipped and/or neutered
•	 Repair fencing to prevent the dog leaving the property 

Here in our villages from time to time dog fouling has been a 
problem on footpaths.  We are reminded that a person in charge of 
a dog so doing is breaking the law and could be fined up to £1000. 
While our village dogs are mostly friendly mutts, it’s advisable 
to remember they might also give a nasty nip as Writers Group 
member Shirley Haywood recalls:
“Every morning we see the hounds of Mattishall being taken out for 
their morning exercise; tugging and pulling, others stiffing at every 
gate-post while some are intent on reaching their track to have a 
good run.
Most of the dogs know each other and after a moment of greeting 
are happy to be on their way and it is fair to say that there are very 
few bad-tempered members of the canine fraternity.  But if you own 
one that is unreliable, please either keep him at home or away from 
unsuspecting dog-lovers!  
I was recently badly bitten on my hand when I patted one small dog 
whose mate attacked me.  Their owner was a pleasant middle-aged 
lady walking the two little dogs.  One dog approached me and I 
bent down to pat it and say hello; I was immediately grabbed and 
my hand tightly held on to by its companion. I had to receive several 
stitches at the surgery which will leave quite a bad scar. The attack 
was completely unprovoked an should this have been a young child, 
who knows what might have occurred”.
While Shirley’s case is rare and most village dogs are friendly, 
understanding dog behaviour is a complex matter for us humans.  It’s 
usually about territory and hierarchy.  (Check out the Dog-whisperer 
Programmes on the telly). All dog owners are recommended to take 
out adequate 3rd party liability insurance cover.  My own dog 
Charlie has been attacked twice by other dogs and while our canine 
chums are domesticated, we must remember they are animals and 
unless properly trained, may be unpredictable when in groups or 
the presence of small children.
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Offering the highest levels of care 
and attention to the towns and 
villages of South Norfolk. 
 

Always here when you need us.  
 
Always here when you need us. 
Tel: 01953 850330 (24 Hours) 
 
The Old Dairy, 15 Norwich Street, Hingham, NR9 4LJ 6BN 
 
hingham@ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk 
www.ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk Jason Davies, Funeral Director 

VENTURE FARM  
CAT RESCUE 

 

JUMBLY SALE 
 

BOOKS & BRIC A BRAC  
Refreshments too! 

 

    
 

SUNDAY 14th April 
10am – 2pm 

Thuxton Road, Mattishall 
NR20 3LB 

 01362 850352 www.venturefarm.co.uk 
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The Centre Section Dedicated To Young People in Our Area

youth!

1st Mattishall & District Scout Group
Scout HQ – On the grounds of the Mattishall Primary School
Chairperson:  Kirsty Keeley 01362 850689
Through a fun youth activity programme we try to prepare young people with skills for life.
We encourage our young people to do more, learn more and be more.

******    1st Mattishall scouting is for GIRLS and BOYS aged  6 – 14       ******

URGENT HELP IS NEEDED –  
OR THE GROUP WILL SHUT

As a group we celebrated 50 years of scouting in 
Mattishall last year. We also have been asking for 
people to come forward to allow the continued success 

of the group. We are a successful and thriving group, but 
unfortunately we have a lack of adult leaders to continue this. 
We are now at the point that if no cub leaders and committee 
members come forward then the cub section may have to 
close, which will stop the progression of the other sections, 
forcing the group to close.

Scouting is fun and rewarding, you and the children learn 
skills for life and make friendships for life. You are giving 
something to your community and making a huge difference 
to young lives. We have a great team in place but we can not 
do it all, your support right now is vital to the allow scouting 
to continue in the village. Please contact me on the details 
above if you think you can help.

What the sections have been up to:-

BEAVER SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 6 - 8, 
TUESDAYS 6.15 – 7.30PM CONTACT SU MCKINNELL 
– 07514 032678

Beavers had an enjoyable sleepover and a District Beaver 
day. They have been busy making lots of fun creative items 
and enjoying lots of scouting skills.

CUB SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 8 – 10, 
WEDENESDAYS 7 – 
8.30PM CONTACT 
KIRSTY KEELEY – 07985 
691071

Making, cooking and 
flipping their own pancakes 
has been part of the fun this 
term. Cubs also attended 

Dereham Fire Station as part of their fire safety badge, and 
will be learning how to make fires for survival and what to do 
in an emergency. They also learned about the Chinese New 
Year and made lanterns and pig style biscuits. They attended 
a District night hike and their map reading skills were put to 
the test! We have made a special treat for Mothers Day too. 
We have a fun science night, an outing to Funkys to go roller 
skating and a trip to Danns Farm to learn how ice cream is 
made and to make some ice cream. We end the term with an 
Easter wide game.

SCOUTS - GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 10 – 14, 
MONDAYS 7 – 9PM CONTACT ANN FUTTER – 07769 
946209

Scouts have enjoyed lots of outdoors activities this term 
despite it being winter - a wide game, a ghost walk, highland 
games, bike maintenance 
and a sleepover in the HQ, 
where we had both an 
evening campfire and cooked 
breakfast next morning.

We are also attending 
Funkys to go roller skating 
with the cubs and have some 
shelter building and some 
circus skills to do to complete 
the term.
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Little Angels Toddler Group 

for babies and pre-school children 

Wednesday 9.00am – 11.30am 
(during school term time only) 

All Saints Church – Mattishall 

Refreshments for adults, a variety of healthy snacks for children, musical 
instruments, various activity play areas, bible-based craft and story 

 

Bumps & Babies runs alongside Little Angels with an aim for expectant 
and new parents to relax in a safe and welcoming environment with 

opportunities to meet and make new friends 
New to the area, would like further details or wishing to attend for the first 

time?  Please contact Mandy on 01362 858873 or                                            
email: contact@matvchurch.uk 

	

Mattishall Primary 
School has a 
fantastic team of 

twenty-four Year 4, 5 and 6 
children who are in the MPS 
Friendship Squad. The squad 
are available at break times 
to support children who are 
having difficulties finding 
someone to play with or for 
children who need support to 
solve any disagreements. This 
group was created last April 
and the children designed 
their own logo and chose 
what uniform they would like.

Last November our Year 6 MPS Friendship Squad leaders 
Evie and Sam organised a recruitment drive to attract new 
squad members. They created posters to advertise the job and 
application forms and then went on to interview the candidates. 
They organised some training, which included roleplay of 
typical playground issues and the children had to work on their 
conflict resolution skills. Together the Squad have written their 
own working contract.
Evie and Sam work hard to ensure this group is successful. They 
organise rotas and weekly meetings with the squad and regular 
meetings with the Senior Leadership Team. After training a new 
Squad member Kiera said "I have learnt that no matter who 
you like you have to be fair and not take sides. I enjoyed role 
playing friend problems." Elsie said "I have learnt that to be in 
MPS Friendship Squad you have to be trustworthy, polite, fair, 
caring, kind and you also have to be punctual."
The MPS Friendship Squad is a great asset to our school.
 The children were keen 
to have some Intra-School 
competitions during 
lunchtimes so 2 Dodgeball 
tournaments were held, 
one for the Yr3/4 and 
one for Yr5/6 with over 
90 children taking part. 
Children played against 
other teams from their 
group and the top two 
teams from each group qualified for the knockout stages. 
The Y3/4 tournament was eventually won by the team of D4 
(Jenson, Alfie Leo and Taylor). The Y5/6 tournament was won 
by the superbly named Stomping Rhinos of Jubilation (Sam, 
Jack, Riley and Oscar).
Green Class have been learning about ’The Romans’ and 
the children went on a trip to the Time and Tide Museum to 
experience a Roman Conquest –Iceni revolt day. Everyone 
had a fantastic time exploring what it was like to live under 
Roman rule as a member of the Iceni Tribe. One of the year 
3 children commented, ‘Training as a roman soldier was my 
favourite part.’ Another child commented ‘I can’t believe that 
the Romans would start training children from the age of 8 to 
become Roman soldiers.’ Everyone had a fantastic day.

 

 

 
 

 
Rockinghorse Daycare, in Mattishall, provides quality care for 
children between the ages of 3 months and 5 years. We also 

provide additional facilities for school-age children in the form of 
‘Stallions’ our Breakfast, After- School and Holiday Club. 

Open 8.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday, 51 weeks of the 
year (excluding Bank Holidays.) 

15 & 30 hours Early Years Free Entitlement available. 
Tax free childcare and childcare vouchers accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Contact 

  Debbie or Ruth on 
01362 850409 

rockinghorse.daycare@yahoo.co.uk 

Rockinghorse 
Daycare 

	
	
A	big	THANK	YOU	to	all	those	who	voted	for	a	new	ECG	
machine	for	the	Mattishall	and	Lenwade	Surgeries	
under	the	above	scheme.	
	
We	are	delighted	to	announce	that	we	were	awarded	
£1,563	–	the	amount	we	requested,	so	a	new	machine	
will	soon	be	on	it’s	way.		Thank	you	once	again.		
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Orange Class have been 
learning about different artist’s 
work including Kandinsky, 
Mondrian and Rothko and 
discussed the artist’s work and 
highlighted how they achieved 
it. They then used these ideas to 
create artwork of their own,in 
the same style. The children 
created some beautiful pieces 
of art and have really enjoyed 
learning the different styles.
In November Year 5 were lucky 
enough to travel to Leicester 
National Space Centre. 
Everyone had a fantastic time 
exploring the centre including an amazing planetarium show 

where they were 
given a tour of the 
night sky. One child 
commented, ‘The 
planetarium was my 
favourite part because 
I learnt a lot about the 
stars.’ Another child 
commented ‘I want to 
be like Tim Peake when 
I’m older.’ Everyone 
had a fantastic day.

Some of Year 1 and Year 2 were lucky enough to attend the 
Sportshall Athletics trip at Easton Tennis Centre. The children 
worked through a range of activities to develop their athletic 
skills.

Children in Year 6 loved writing persuasive speeches with the 
aim of convincing their teacher to send whatever they find 
annoying into Room 101! 
Banished forever were: 
pigeons and seagulls, 
vomit, wasps, hypocrites, 
rude/ill-mannered people 
and people who keep wild 
animals in cages.
On Thursday 8th December, 
girls from Y5 and Y6 
planted trees on the back 
field  to commemorate the 
role that women played in 
the Great War (2014-18) 
and the  100th anniversary 
of women getting the 
vote. They were joined 
by members of  Mattishall 
Women’s Institute, 
governors and members 
of staff. The school are  
grateful to Mr French, 
the school's volunteer 

gardener, who organised the 
event.
He also helped the girls prepare 
apple crumble and mulled 
apple juice using  apples from 
the school's orchards to serve 
after the planting.
Reception Class have had 
some real superheroes visit us 
this term. We have had firefighters and 
the police. They told the children about 
their job and even got into the back of 
a police van, climb up high into a fire 
engine and squirt water out of a fire 
hose.
The children in Reception class have 
been really lucky to have been offered 
6 ‘Natural Norfolk’ sessions from staff of the Litcham and 
Dereham Children’s centre. 
These sessions are taking 
place in the school woodland 
areas. During the first session 
children made a name tag 
using a wooden disc. They 
explored the woodland area 
and using binoculars, trowels 
and bug viewers were able 
to observe more wild life. The 
children had the opportunity to 
make bird feeders with lard, 
apples, sticks, string and seeds 
and they learnt how to use an 
apple corer safely.

	

Mattishall Primary School 
are collecting the Lego 
Education tokens. Please 
drop your tokens off at 
the school office. 

Thank 
you J 
	

 

 

Mattishall Primary School 
(Part of Synergy Multi Academy Trust) 

kindly asks that dog owners do not walk 
their dogs on the school grounds. This 
includes the large back field as it is part 
of our learning environment. Thank you 

for your understanding. 
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Mattishall Youth Club
Hi! Welcome to our news about your MATTISHALL YOUTH 
CLUB.

We started in August last year in the School Hall with 9 keen 
members, then moved in October to the Memorial Hall in 
South Green where we now meet every Friday evening from 
6.30 to 8.30pm. Your Club is funded by your Parish Council 
so entry is currently free and membership is open for school 
year 6 to 11.

To celebrate that move to our new location we served up the 
best free pizzas, drinks and treats to set us rolling.

We now have 50 members registered of whom 15-20 attend 
regularly and there is room for more.

We hold special evenings like the Christmas party where 20 
of you got lively with festive fun and games - creating a live 
snowman using only toilet rolls and sellotape proved hilarious 
- and some seasonal food, drinks and treats.

Your regular youth team leaders from YMCA are Ollie, 
Hayley and Chris who make sure you always have lively fun 
filled evenings and whom are now firm friends!

Enjoy a full size table tennis table, table top football, live 
X-Box1, Wi-fi, giant bean bags to chill on and always great 
team games. PLUS the Tuck Shop where drinks and snacks 
are on offer for 50p. Water free!

On special kitchen evenings you have already had fun making 
fresh fruit smoothies, ice cream shakes, hot choc mousse 
topped with whipped cream, pizza wedges, brownies and 
other yummy treats!

COMING UP in the next 3 months, when the lighter evenings 
mean we can get outside, we plan to have team games of 
rounders, football, badminton, baseball, skipping ropes and 
hoops to help keep you fit!

We also have plans for a trip out – Quasar seemed to get 
your vote – and a fun Bingo Evening!

IT’S YOUR CLUB so why not come along, join your friends 
on a Friday evening, and help keep it a lively part of your 
Village Community.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOUTH GREEN PARK, MATTISHALL 

 
We offer quality home from home care and 

education for children aged between 6 
weeks to the end of Primary School 

 
We run from a purpose built building with 
ample free parking and two large gardens 

 
Full Ofsted Registered 

 
Pre-School open 08:00 – 18:00 

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 Year Olds 
 

Various sessions and hours available to suit your 
family 

 
For Further Details Please Contact: 

Louise or Julie on 
01362 850947 

Or visit our website at 
www.bishybarnabees.co.uk 

BISHY BARNABEES DAY 
NURSERY

HOOD HEATING 
Heating	&	Plumbing	Services	

	
Oil	Boiler	Servicing,	Installation	&	Repair	
General	plumbing,	qualified	&	insured	

	

	
																																																			

07787914142	

01362	422560	
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Another Week In Paradise
My little dog skips ahead of me wagging her tail; she seems 
as happy as I am to be out and about without winter’s icy 
roads and snow drifts!

I look up and, for some reason, I’m surprised to see the 
hawthorn tree covered in bloom.  I walk this lane most days 
and the blossom wasn’t there yesterday. 

We walk on and eventually get to the "sheep man’s" where 
I always lean on the gate and watch the chickens. Today, as 
well as the chickens, I see the first twin lambs of the year; who 
doesn’t smile when they see lambs?  

On we go until some baby rabbits catch my eye, so again 
we stop a while and enjoy watching them skip around each 
other. Eventually I realise that the constant caw-caw of the 
rooks is irritating me, so we walk some more. 

We probably walk for about an hour in total and we see 
geese, squirrels, pigeons, and plenty of song birds, as well 
as a little deer, but I’m still glad to get home for a cuppa and 
rest my legs.

I’m reminded why we moved out of the town and into the 
countryside. 

As we always say, another week in paradise!

Occasions’ Outings 2019
Most outings are on the first Wednesday 
of the month. Unless otherwise stated, 
we pick up at: 9am – Windmill Avenue; 
9.20am – Evangelical Church and 

9.30am – Surgery

April 3rd Bury St Edmunds £15.00

May 1st Train from Holt to Sheringham for the 
morning then by coach to Sheringham Park 
for the afternoon T B A

June 5th Wroxham Barns and Wroxham £14.00

July 3rd Bressingham Gardens £15.00

August 7th Mystery trip with cream tea £ T B A

September 4th Thursford Collection and Wells £ T B A

October 2nd Chippenham-La Hogue Farm shop and cafe 
for coffee then on to Ely £16.00

November 6th Springfields £15.00

December 11th Cromer Christmas show & Lunch at Blakeney 
Manor (not included in price ) £ T B A

To book, please contact Joyce by phone 01362 422027 
or on Thursday, between 10.30 – 12.00 at the Drop-in, 
Church Rooms, Mattishall

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

www.clubwebsite.co.uk/mattishallyfc	

MATTISHALL	YOUTH	FOOTBALL	CLUB

	
IF	YOU	WISH	TO	PLAY	FOOTBALL	IN	A	FUN,	FRIENDLY	
ATMOSPHERE	THEN	PLEASE	CHECKOUT	OUR	WEBSITE	

AND	CONTACT	ONE	OF	OUR	TEAM	MANAGERS.	

• BE	PART	OF	A	FRIENDLY	TEAM	
• LEVEL	1	QUALIFIED	COACHES		

• OPPORTUNITY	TO	SIGN	FOR	TRAINING	AND/OR	MATCHES	
• ALL	TEAMS	IN	FA	AFFILIATED	LEAGUES	
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SENIOR SLOT
Are you Getting Enough?
Sunscreen or no sunscreen? 

Our body makes most of our vitamin D in reaction to 
sunlight on our skin. It's also found in a small number 
of foods including oily fish, eggs, margarine, yoghurt 

and fortified breakfast cereals. However, people over the age 
of 65 are at risk of not getting enough vitamin D, especially 
when we’re not exposed to much sun. For this reason, it's 
recommended that over-65s take a supplement of vitamin D 
of 10 micrograms per day.  We are also advised to try to get 
out in the sun for 10-15 minutes a day without sunscreen. You 
can buy vitamin D supplements at our Mattishall Pharmacy 
and supermarkets, but be sure not to take more than 25 
micrograms per day, as it could be harmful. Also, while some 
sunlight is beneficial, remember to cover up or protect your 
skin if you’re out in the sun for long periods.

As recently reported, experts have warned that the war on 
superbugs is putting elderly people at risk of dying with sepsis 
which is a reaction from our immune system.  Our GPs are 
under intense pressure to reduce the number of antibiotics 
they give out, in a bid to stop infections becoming resistant 
to treatment.  

We are so lucky to have our pharmacist right here in Mattishall 
who provide a good selection of toiletry essentials and give 
expert advice on getting the most from your medicines, 

either prescribed or over-
the-counter.  Our pharmacist 
can also help you with minor 
health problems, such as 
aches and pains, allergies, 
sore throats and colds, 
eye infections, stomach 
problems. 

While a good diet and 
regular exercise are proven 
to be a key to god health, 
research now shows that laughter is another trick to boost 
your immune system, along with our mood. It raises levels 
of antibodies in the blood and those of the white blood cells 
that attack and kill bacteria and viruses. It also increases the 
number of antibodies in the mucus made in the nose and 
respiratory passages, the entry points for many germs.  So 
whatever tickles you, have a good laugh.
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LIVING	WITH	DEMENTIA?	

You	and	your	Carer	are	welcome	to	join	us	at		

THE	LINK												

			on	the	first	and	third	Tuesday	of	the	month	

10am-12pm	

At	Mattishall	Methodist	Church	

Refreshments,	games,	activities,	
information,	support	

The	Link	is	free	of	charge	and	is	run	by	volunteers.	

If	you	are	carer	of	a	person	living	with	dementia	and	
would	be	interested	in	attending	The	Link	please	contact:	

Melanie	Stevenson,	Coordinator	01362	858799	

Lynda	Brandish,	Assistant	Coordinator	01362	857810	

	  

MATTISHALL MEMORIAL HALL
South Green, Mattishall, NR20 3JT

Fully fitted kitchen, Bar available.

Ideal for any function

Includes computer access with  
drop down screen and projector

For further information contact

Keith Hudson 01362 850729, 07708085676
E mail keith.hudson12@hotmail.co.uk

 
 

Experienced team of Chartered Physiotherapists, 
 Registered with the Health Care Professions Council 

 

We can help with:  
Headaches, dizziness, Neck and arm pain,  

Spinal pain, Pelvic Girdle pain,  Sports injuries,   
Neurological conditions,  

Male & female continence problems.  
also 

CLINICAL PILATES CLASSES  
 

 Clinic at Leys Farm,  
Hockering  NR20 3JE 

 

01603 881184 
Early & late appointments available 

 

www.parkphysiotherapy.co.uk 
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While we might be alarmed to hear of the almost daily violent crime 
and deaths throughout our capitals, here in rural Norfolk we still 
have some of the safest towns and villages in the country.
About 20 officers took part in the action day in Swaffham in 
March, including officers from Operation Moonshot who use ANPR 
(Automatic Number Plate Recognition) technology to target known 
offenders and disrupt criminals using the road network while also 
targeting unsafe vehicles.
Chief Inspector Kris Barnard, Head of the Roads 
Armed Policing Team (RAPT), said the action 
days to disrupt criminal activity would 
continue.  He said: "These operations 
are valuable in bringing together 
skilled resources such as roads 
policing, ANPR and intelligence, 
to disrupt criminal activity. "Using a 
combination of resources and having 
officers based on primary routes around 
the area gives us the best opportunity 
of catching criminals and these operations will 
continue across the county.” 

A 31-year-old man was arrested for breaching a Criminal Behaviour 
Order while a second man was arrested on suspicion of drug 
driving. 
  
Police are urging residents to be vigilant to cold callers claiming 
to be police officers either in person or on the telephone following 
incidents in Great Yarmouth.
It comes after a man cold-called at two properties last month 
claiming to be a police officer from London.  In both cases, residents 
were told they either needed to travel to London or make payments 
to the court in relation to ongoing fraud investigations.  No money 
was transferred in either case.
Genuine police officers or staff would never approach residents 
and ask for money.
Officers have this advice:
•	 Never give out personal information about your bank 

account to anybody over the phone.
•	 If someone calls claiming to be a police officer, ask for their 

identification number and police force. Hang up and call 
101 using a different phone. If you can't use a different 
phone, wait at least five minutes before calling back. A 
genuine police officer will not mind waiting while you 
check.

•	 Police and banks will never ask you to give out personal 
details such as account numbers or PIN numbers.

•	 If you have given out information which could compromise 
your bank account security in any way, call your bank to 
cancel your cards as soon as possible.

•	 Never hand over money to someone at the door to be sent 
off elsewhere.

Anyone with concerns about such calls should contact Norfolk 
Constabulary on the non-emergency number 101 or 999 if a crime 
is in progress. Alternatively, contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 
2040.

South Green Park, Mattishall 
Dereham, Norfolk NR20 3JY
Tel: 01362 850983 Fax: 01362 858983
Email: enquiries@poultec.co.uk
Web: www.poultec.co.uk

Certificates, Awards, Diplomas, NVQs and Apprenticeships

•   Business and Administration   •   Butchery Training    
•   Clinical Support Services   •   Contact Centre   •   Customer Service  

•   Engineering   •   Equine   •   Fitness   •   Food Manufacturing
•   Hairdressing and Barbering   •   Hospitality and Catering 

•   Information Technology   •   Leadership and Management
•   Manufacturing   •   Poultry Production   •   Retail Skills 

•   Speedway   •   Warehousing and Storage

    For more information, call us on 01362 850983  
or visit our website www.poultec.co.uk

PT
L0

18
5

WE USE THE REACH AND WASH METHOD; ONE OF THE 

BEST ON THE MARKET-TRADITIONAL AVAILABLE TOO

WE ALSO CLEAN, CARPETS, 
GUTTERS  AND FASCIAS
CONSERVATORY ROOFS

VERY HIGH STANDARDS AND GREAT SERVICE

S J NYE

MEMBERS OF THE WINDOW CLEANING 
FEDERATION

CALL 01603 868014 / 07717185767

*
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CHIMNEY	SPECIALIST	
Brian	Lansdale	

BUILDER	
9	Cherry	Tree	Close	
MATTISHALL	

Dereham	

MOB:	07799355146									Home:	01362	288068	
brianlansdale@gmail.com	
lansdalechimneybuildersandrepairs.co.uk	

 

 

For Hire  

Welborne Village Hall 
 Fully equipped historic village hall perfect for many 

small gatherings, meetings, parties, etc 
 • The ambience of the Victorian School but with 

modern facilities. 
• Fully equipped kitchen 
• Digital projection and sound 
• Open log fire for winter warmth 
• Level access and facilities for the disabled 
• Inexpensive hourly rental  

go to www.welborne.org.uk to make bookings 

Firewood Logs
Seasoned and ready to burn. 

Mixed hardwood in trailer loads. Can be 
delivered at times to suit you or collected by 

appointment. All locally grown in our own 
sustainable, well-managed woodlands. 

Anthony Meynell, 
Berry Hall Woodlands, Honingham. 

Tel: 01603 880541

Stephen Garner 
Digger Hire, Landscape,

Driveways, Paving, Concreting
Property Maintenance, Fencing

Gates made to measure
Firewood 

Tel:07594 617511

As we approach another Eastertide in these violent and 
uncertain times, when our political and economic structures 
are unravelling and hatred and violence persist on our streets, 
the poem from an Irish poet comes to mind.  For people of 
every faith and creed, the hopes of a fairer world, free from 
fear,  poverty and disease remain central.

The Second Coming 
by William Butler Yates

Turning and turning in the widening gyre   

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere   

The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst   

Are full of passionate intensity.

Surely some revelation is at hand;

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.   

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out   

When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert   

A shape with lion body and the head of a man,   

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,   

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it   

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.   

The darkness drops again; but now I know   

That twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,   

And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,   

Slouches towards Bethlehem.
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Mattishall Sports & 
Social Club
Keith Hudson recalls the birth of Mattishall 
Sports and Social Club and the many 
people to whom the Club is indebted 
The idea of the Club was first suggested in the Swan (public house) 
by "Ribbo Newstead" to regular visitors Peter Willetts and Brian 
Lanchester (Tarzan). They could see the potential.  It was Peter who 
provided the brains and Brian the muscle - a formidable combination 
- who then took the Club forward. 
Peter was primarily responsible for obtaining loans from various 
sources to start the building.  Following a visit from the then Bass 
Brewery, who also saw the possibilities, along with our local friendly 
Bank Manager Neville Frewer, enough money was raised to start 
the 
project.  Much of the work was voluntary (some of those individuals 
are sadly no longer with us) and the Club eventually took shape with 
people like "Chalkie" Burrell, Keith Taylor, Peter Tooke, Brian and 
many others, completing the building. 
It was thought that the Club had the potential for all year-round 
customers with the Football and Cricket Clubs using the playing field 
and Village hall changing rooms.  A Committee had been formed 
and used to meet round the then Secretaries house - Derek Stone’s 
on Dereham Road.  It was decided to officially open the Club on 
Christmas Eve 1989 when all hell let loose, in the nicest possible 
way.  
The place was packed and various members had to assist the 
temporary steward Tarzan behind the Bar. There was no heating so 
we managed to find a few Super Ser Gas Heaters and line them up 
to provide heating. 
The Club then continued to thrive.  It was not possible for Tarzan 
to carry on as the steward with his work commitment, so it was 
decided to appoint a full-time steward.  After much deliberation, it 
was agreed that Bill Steele had the experience required to do the 
job.  Bill duly accepted and continued as steward for several years 
until ill health took over and he retired, having put the Club on very 
solid ground. 
Various building work has also taken place over the years.  There 
was initially a metal container which acted as store and this was 
dispensed with when a new store was added to the Club.  A new 
Bar canopy was installed and another bar was built in the Village 
Hall which would serve for functions there and membership reached 
over 800 in those first years.  A patio was installed outside where 
Dick and Edna, who were the cleaners, also provided some excellent 
summer blooms.  Darts and Pool teams were formed, a dance floor 
was installed. Every other Saturday evening entertainment was 
provided and was very well attended. 
When Bill Steele eventually retired the running of the Club was led by 
the Committee with myself, Mick Brown and Graham Stockell being 
responsible for the day to day running and this proved financially 
very successful and   we were able to build a conservatory and 
extend the patio area.  Part of the success was down to the popularity 
of the two gaming machines which provided a considerable income 
but also attracted much trouble.  There were many break-ins that 
saw us getting up at all hours of the early mornings. 
During this time we were able to help the Village Hall install a new 
wooden floor which led to them improving their facilities. A new 
pitched roof replaced the original flat roof and we were able to 
move the changing rooms from the Village Hall into a new extension 
for which I was able to obtain grants. 
Unfortunately, there was a mix up in 
communications with the roof so the Social Club were able to help 
to the tune of £10,000 to see it completed. The Club were also able 
to provide substantial sponsorship to the Football, Cricket and Bowls 
Clubs which helped them to progress. 

It has been a slow process but I feel that the Club has helped 
significantly in the Football Club achieving senior status from where 
it was when the Club was first built. The Cricket Club has also made 
progress into the senior league at times. The playing field itself has 
shown massive improvements since the Club was formed and whilst 
our Sports and Social Club has struggled a bit recently, I feel that 
the new Committee is poised to take things forward, probably not to 
the original level, but certainly and hopefully to a successful future.

News from the Club
Darts
Mattishall Sports & Social Club “b” darts team’s season ended in a 
fourthplace finish in the 3rd division of the Dereham Thursday Darts 
League. An impressive 8 wins from the 12 league games culminated 
in 60 points, which left them just an agonizing 5 points away from 
both second and third place. Congratulations go to Dave Everett 
for achieving an unbeaten 12 wins from 12 singles games in the 
league campaign and to Kevin Bugg for scoring a maximum 180 in 
a match on 31st January. The team also reached the division 3 cup 
semi finals and were just one dart away from reaching the final. The 
league’s finals night is scheduled fro 18th April, with the new season 
starting shortly after.
A date for your diaries: please note registrations are now open 
for a dart tournament being held at the Sports and Social Club on 
Sunday, 7th April in memory of the later Kevin Cushing who played 
darts and golf in the village for many years. Money raised from this 
event will be in aid of the Big C Charity. Any raffle donations are 
welcome. It would be great to see a good turnout for this tournament 
so please spread the word.

Football
The club are having a successful season with a semi final Norfolk 
senior cup game on 5th March v Thetford Town and hopefully we 
can secure a final spot at Carrow Road v Dereham..
We have a new club kit sponsorship deal with Clean & Coat ltd 
and we are indebted to them and our other sponsors for providing 
the funds to keep the club going. We would like to see more local 
support at our games and spectators will always be made welcome 
and can enjoy the hospitality in the Club after the game.
New playing members are always welcome. We hold weekly 
training sessions at Neatherd School on Wednesday nights at 8pm, 
if you are interested, just come along. We also run a Veterans team 
for the over 35s so if you want to carry on playing come and join 
them. Any information that you need contact the club by either the 
Secretary on 07546930379 or the Chairman on 07719304206

Mattishall Sports & Social Club 
 

Are looking for relief 
Bar Staff for evening work 

 
If you would like to know more, 

please contact Steph, the Bar Steward 
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Mattishall	Sports	&	Social	Club	
47	South	Green,	Mattishall	NR20	3JY	

Tel:01362	850246	

	 																																						 	
Membership £15 – Senior Citizens £7.50 

Dates For Your Diary 2019  
 Sunday 7th April – Kevin Cushing Darts Tournament  

Sunday 21st April – 80’s Night 

Sunday 5th May – Mayday Fun day 

Sunday 26th May – Ramm’s Pool Tournament 

Saturday 6th July – Disco  

Much, much more throughout the year!                                 	
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES can advertise their events up to a half-page FREE OF CHARGE. 
LARGER ADS WILL BE CHARGED.  Please let us know about any event you are organising in the 
next 3-6 months by contacting Anne Jackson, Orchard House, Welgate, Mattishall, NR20 3PH
Tel: 01362 858744 or email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Knit and Natter at TABNABS
Every  1st Friday of the month 10.00 – 12.30
Buy a drink and come free 

Coffee Morning
Evangelical Church on Tuesdays from 10.30 - 11.30am 
All Welcome.

East Tuddenham Friendship Club
Welcomes New Members.

We meet every Tuesday in the Jubilee Hall from 2-4pm 
For more information please ring   Pearl on 01603 880567

Allotments Available
East Tuddenham Charities
Half or full allotments to suit all requirements. For more 
information please contact  Colin Cram 01603 880062

Easter Services and Events
18th April 6.30pm Maundy Thursday Agape All Saints 
Church, Mattishall

19th April 11.00am Ecumenical Walk of Witness starting 
from the Evangelical Church to All Saints Church Mattishall

19th April 2.00pm Hour before the Cross St Peter’s Church, 
Yaxham

21st April 9.00am Easter Sunday Holy Communion All 
Saint’s Church, Welborne

21st April 10.30am Easter Sunday Holy Communion All 
Saint’s Church, Mattishall

21st April 2.30pm Service with Holy Communion to be led 
by Rev Betty Trinder at Mattishall Methodist Church

Mattishall Methodist Church
Monthly Charity Coffee Mornings
Saturday 7th April, 5th May and 2nd June from 10 - 11.30 am

Led Prayers with Rev Betty Trinder 8.45 - 9.15 am
Second Fridays: 13th April, 11th May and 8th June.

Chapel Anniversary Weekend
Saturday 21st April at 7pm - Concert by Brundall Singers.
Sunday 22nd April at 2.30pm - Service led by Rev Andrew King

MATTISHALL OPEN GARDENS
You may recall that we could not hold an Open Gardens 
Event in 2018 and that we had planned to postpone it until 
2019. Unfortunately, due to personal reasons, we will not be 
in position to organise this event but if there is anyone who 
thinks they can take it on then please contact Lizzie or Ivan 
on 01362 850491. We have some information about the 
organisation etc which we can hand over.

Drop In Coffee Morning
Every Thursday 9.30 until 12 - Mattishall Church Rooms

Everyone is welcome to join us for a cuppa and cake while 
having a chat.

From the Surgery
Easter Opening
Good Friday 19th April 19 -  
Easter Monday 22nd April 2019

All sites closed - call 111 for out of hours GP

Both Practices reopen at 8.30am on  
Tuesday 23rd April 2019

Mattishall Surgery Contact Details:
Telephone: 01362 850227
Fax:  01362 858466
Pharmacy Telephone: 01362 858540
15 Dereham Road, Mattishall, NR20 3QA  

If you have an urgent medical need that cannot wait until the 
surgery re-opens and need to contact the out of hours GP then 
you need to call 111

Please note that the Dispensary is very busy in 
the run up to Easter and remember to order and 
collect your prescription items well in advance to 
ensure you have all required medication over the 
long Bank Holiday weekend.
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Meet and Chat 
in 

 
Welborne Village Hall 

on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month 

from 2pm – 3.30pm 
 

Board games 
Shove Halfpenny 

Book and puzzle swap 
 
Refreshments and  

Good Company!! 
 

Come along and see for yourself 

  
Do you enjoy Scrabble or playing cards? 

Or just enjoy a chat and a cuppa? 
 

Well come along to 

The Friendly Club 
2pm – 4pm 

every second Thursday 
 

held in the Bob Carter Court Lounge 
£2.00 inc Raffle and Refreshments 

Heart	Healthy	Exercise	Classes	
Mondays	9.30	–	10.30	and	10.45	–	11.45am,		

Tuesdays	6	–	7pm,	Wednesdays	10	–	11am	Mattishall	Memorial	Hall	
Keep	your	heart	healthy	with	low	impact	exercise	classes.	

GP	referral	available.		
For	more	info	or	to	join	contact	Sue:	07786974907	

suebennett21@btinternet.com	

	

Pilates with Claire
Wednesdays 11-12

Mattishall Memorial Hall 
Improve your core strength, fitness and flexibility with Pilates! 

This gentle form of exercise tones and strengthens with flowing, co-ordinated 
movements and breathing techniques. Pilates is especially beneficial for those 

with back or joint pain or injuries. 
 Classes for beginners and improvers, mats and equipment provided. 

Contact: info@clairegurneypilates.com / 07776044304

Lizzie's Book Lovers Club  
At The Swan 
The club is still growing with usually around 12 of us at 
each meeting. I think if we all turned up at the same meeting 
there would be around 20 of us now!! 
We have had to move our meeting dates to the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month to fit in with the pub opening 
hours. New members are always welcome. 
We are not a typical book club where everyone reads the 
same book each month, our idea is for a group of like- 
minded people to meet up and swap books, telling the 
group about the books we have brought along to each 
meeting. 
We cover all genres, romance through to horror. 
Men are welcome to join us and so far we have only 1, but 
we promise to let the guys get a word in. If you are a local 
guy who enjoys books then why not come along and have a 
chat over a pint. 
The pub serves teas, coffee and cake, as well as the usual 
range of bar drinks so there is something for everyone.  
There is also a range of books to take from the pub so if you 
are stuck for something to read check them out when you are 
next in (it's over the fireplace). 

Lizzie 
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Are you interested in joining 
the parish council?  Now’s the 
right time to consider! 
 
Becoming a parish councillor is rewarding and 
interesting. You don’t need to know everyone in the 
village, you just need a genuine interest in making it a 
better place to live and work. 

You are expected to attend our monthly meetings (we 
normally meet on the first Monday evening of the 
month).    

Anyone interested in becoming a parish councillor at 
this time in the parish council 4-year cycle has to apply 
via a formal process which involves completing a 
nomination form and returning it to Breckland Council.  
The deadline for applications is 4 pm on 3 April but we 
advise that you hand-deliver your form ahead of the 
deadline so that someone from the elections team can 
check your form.   

If more people apply than the 9 seats on the parish 
council, this forces an election which will take place on 
Thursday 2 May.  If 9 or fewer people apply we’ll know 
on 4 April who will be on the new council from May and 
we’ll display this information on our website and 
noticeboards. 

There is eligibility criteria so you need to check first if 
you are able to become a Parish Councillor for 
Mattishall.  You can find out more on the Electoral 
Commission’s website or contact Luisa, the Parish Clerk 
(preferably by email initially).  We also have details on 
our website.  Even if you are not sure about whether this 
is for you, why not contact us to find out more? 

http://mattishallpc.info clerk@mattishallpc.info

Update from the 
village car scheme 

Anita Boarer is delighted 
because two people have 
come forward to drive villagers 
to medical-related 
appointments.  Anita is keen to 
find more drivers so call her on 
858376 to find out more. 

Village litter pick - 
we’d love to see you 

The next litter pick will be held 
on Saturday 30 March 
starting at 10 am on the Village 
Green lasting 2 hours followed 
by refreshments.  Equipment 
will be provided.  

Grants 

We are able to award small 
grants to village organisations.  
Details on the application 
process can be found on our 
website. The deadline for 
applications is 29 May. 

Speed Watch 

We are keen to set up a Speed 
Watch scheme in Mattishall.  If 
you can spare a couple of 
hours a week to be part of a 
small team monitoring traffic 
speeds, contact the Clerk to 
find out more.

Mattishall Parish 
Council News

LATEST NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
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Youth club prepares for outdoor sports 
this Summer  
Mattishall’s Friday night youth club, run by the YMCA, has 
just received funding from Breckland Council for outdoor 
sport and play equipment.  The children will be able to 
play badminton, football, hockey and more during the 
lighter evenings.  You can read more about the youth 
club on the youth page elsewhere in Miscellanea. 

Norwich Western Route update 
You may have been following the progress of the 
Norwich Western Link options consultation, which ran 
between November 2018 and January 2019 and sought 
people’s opinions on four shortlisted route options for a 
new or improved road link between the A47 and the 
western end of Broadland Northway (formerly known as 
the NDR). 
  
Initial analysis of the responses to the consultation 
suggests there is strong agreement that there is a need 
for a Norwich Western Link road, with Option D ranking 
as the most popular solution, Option C the second most 
popular and Option A the least popular. 
  
The project team are continuing to analyse the 
information gathered before any conclusions are made. 

Mobile library changes from 1 April 
The mobile library, which visits several locations in 
Mattishall, has a new timetable starting 1 April.  The bus 
will visit on Wednesdays 
once a month.  The 
timetable for the next few 
weeks is:  
Monday 25 March 
Wednesday 24 April 
Wednesday 22 May 
Wednesday 19 June 
Wednesday 17 July 

The full timetable can be 
found on the two parish 
council noticeboards and 
on Norfolk County 
Council’s website.

http://mattishallpc.info clerk@mattishallpc.info

 
The Parish Council 

Richard Norton (Chairman) 

Hannah Farrier-Dutton    

Mike Nunn        

David Piper       

John Rockliff       

Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman) 

Chris Taylor 

Richard Turner  

Terry Wilkins     

Luisa Cantera (Clerk)   

 
Come to our Annual 
Parish Meeting 

On 17 April, we will be hosting 
the Annual Parish Meeting.  It’s an 
informal get-together where we 
hear from local organisations.  
We’ll start at 7pm with 
refreshments (there’s always 
scrummy home-made cake!) then 
our meeting starts at 7.30 pm.  

We look forward to seeing you on 
Wednesday 17 April 7 for 7.30 
pm at the Memorial Hall.  It’s 
always a relaxed and sociable 
evening. 

Join in the Easter fun 

We are organising an Easter egg 
hunt on the village green on Bank 
Holiday Monday from 10.30 am 
to 1 pm.  As well as looking for 
Easter eggs, there will be games 
and an Easter bonnet 
competition with prizes.   

See our website and posters 
locally nearer the time.
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THE GUEST HOUSE – some observations by Anna English 

Holidays for us, just after World War II were taken at 
Bognor Regis and, later at Bembridge on the Isle of Wight.   
We always stayed in guest houses, where breakfast and 

evening meals were provided.   Three strong memories from 
Bognor Regis were 1) being allowed one icecream at day 
and the agonising decision as to which flavour to choose; 2) 
being forced to have an afternoon rest one day in order to be 
allowed to stay up and attend the local carnival in the evening; 
3) my stepfather developing extremely sore knees with blood 
poisoning from exposing them to too much sun.   In the Isle of 
Wight, I remember flocks of budgerigars flying free in the trees 
near the post office.   The Guest House owners were friendly and 
I don’t recall any friction. 

However, friction was certainly on the cards when, in the 1980s, 
I was President of the local National Union of Teachers for a 
year.   I attended the Annual Conference in Blackpool at Easter, 
and Bill came with me.   We booked into a bow-fronted Guest 
House in a terrace of Edwardian houses.   The landlady was 
FIERCE!   Our room turned out to be over a disco and was 
both pokey and very noisy until about midnight.   There was no 
question of changing rooms.   She served ‘dinner’ at 5pm and 
woe betide anyone who turned up late.   Bill roamed Blackpool 
whilst I attended the Conference and usually met me at lunchtime 
with ‘You’ve got to come and see this……….’!  Whilst we were 
impressed by the Tower and its ballroom, we were bemused by 
burly white men stripped to the waist and ‘blacked up’, wearing 
grass skirts and kiss-me-quick hats striding around on the beach 
in their doc-Martins, in the freezing wind!   One day we played 
truant from the Conference and drove up to the Lake District for 
a walk.   There was still snow on the hills.   Arriving back for 
‘dinner’ at 5.15pm we received a telling-off and a very frosty 
reception. 

I recall another occasion when we were driving to Wales with 
our three daughters for a holiday in the Snowdon area.   Arriving 
in Shrewsbury mid-afternoon, we decided to find a B and B and 
to drive to our destination the following day.   The landlady who 
had rooms was very po-faced.   She showed us to the rooms 
and then announced that we had to go out until 6pm, so we 
found ourselves wandering around Shrewsbury with 3 hours to 
kill before we were allowed back into the house!   With both 
these landladies, the impression was that they were doing us a 
favour by offering accommodation. 

So…….have things changed?  Three years ago, we had our first 
experience of AirBnB, in Bath, when we attended a family Ruby 
Wedding party.   The room was in a basement flat owned by 
a young woman with a toddler.   She was very welcoming and 
gave us a key, so we could come and go.   Clearly, the very 
attractive room was usually her bedroom, as she was squeezed 
in with her son and her itinerant partner overnight.   Breakfast 
was provided, but there was no table to sit at to eat it so we 
stood around in the kitchen.   It felt a bit awkward standing 
around with them and chatting whilst we ate. 

Then two years ago, we booked an AirBnB in Kent when we 
were invited to a wedding.  Two days before we were due to go, 
AirBnB contacted us to say the woman in whose house we were 
to stay had withdrawn from the website, as she had been robbed 
by her last client.  They offered us two other possibilities in the 
area.   We rang the first one.  A young man answered and said, 
yes, he could put us up, but would we please arrive before 11am.  
We obliged, but were slightly alarmed by the litter-strewn area 
in which he lived.  The house turned out to be an end-of-terrace 
which he was doing up.   There was a very smart bathroom BUT 
our room contained a mattress on the carpeted floor and the 

old bath, 
propped up in the 
corner.   That’s right – no other 
furniture.  Nowhere to hang our wedding 
clothes, except from the curtain rail.   No, he didn’t do 
breakfast – there was a pub down the road.  He was going to 
Brighton with some friends and may not be back overnight, so, if 
he didn’t re-appear, would we please just put the key through the 
door when we left?  OK, we weren’t paying much, and, as with 
all AirBnB places, we left an evaluation on the website and he, 
presumably evaluated us so other owners could decide whether 
or not we were a good bet if we wanted to stay. 

My sister-in-law lets two rooms through AirBnB in Bath.   They 
are beautifully furnished and she pays great attention to detail 
so everything is provided for her guests.   Maybe we have just 
been a bit unlucky.   These days, Premier Inns seem a better bet! 

 
Chris Baile  
Brickwork 

Specialist in all aspects of brickwork  
including: 

Historic and Restoration 

Flint work 

New Build 

Extensions 

Telephone:  07723 094836  
Email: chrisbaile@hotmail.com 

Please visit my website 

chrisbaile.com 
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Reflections

It was raining in Glasgow horizontally. The Morris Minor hire 
car showed no sign of having been modified to match the 
climate. There was an ominous sloshing sound from the engine 

compartment and the windscreen wipers took an occasional 
breather compelling me to slow down as the image of the road 
ahead merged with that of the puddles.

“Edinburgh road to Bathgate “they said “, then left through the 
town and this steelworks is there.”

I was relieved they hadn’t added “You can’t miss it”, my internal 
navigation system taking such remarks as a challenge rather 
than encouragement.

I found Bathgate, it was raining horizontally, and had several 
potential left turns and the largest number of council houses I 
had ever seen but only one resident. An old chap in a long 
overcoat was trying to coax an elderly terrier in the general 
direction of even more houses. I slowed down to stall speed. 

 “Renton and Fisher” I enquired, “steel foundry?” He 
waved his walking stick in an arc that encompassed most of the 
Northern hemisphere, “Alang by the lum” he offered and was 
propelled down a pedestrian way by a strong pull by the dog 
whose expression said “make of that what you will”.

A vague recollection of ‘lum’, as chimney, prompted me to scan 
the horizon for one that stood out from the rest and by adopting 
a crow-flying aim, modified by the vagaries of the road layout, 
I ended up at the foundry.

Dr Allen, who ran the outfit, was squelching through the yard 
to the melting shop carrying lunch box and thermos flask. We 
sat on a bench next to the furnace and steamed gently as we 
discussed the minimum technicalities that justified my visit and 
he then escorted me to the car park. I suddenly felt very hungry.

 “Is there a café or a pub?”

He paused, “There is a restaurant on the main road “he said, 
“just about where you turned off, but I’m not sure if it’s still open.”

It was difficult to tell. It looked like a smaller version of the one in 
Psycho, but it did have a car parked in front and the remains of 
a sign that might once have said ‘Lunches and Teas’. The large 
mahogany front door opened into a gloomy hall extending 
through to the back of the building. It was even gloomier when I 
shut it behind me, the only light coming from the far end together 
with a faint odour reminiscent of school dinners. Each side of the 
hall had a large door with a brass knob. I tested the one on the 
right and found a large room with drawn blinds and what might 
have been corpses covered by blankets awaiting discovery by 
Miss Marple. I closed the door. The door on the left revealed a 
marginally brighter room with four circular tables and bentwood 
chairs, two of which were occupied by middle-aged ladies in 
tweed overcoats and trilby hats with feathers. They were sipping 
the remains of a hot beverage.

At the far end of the room was a serving hatch. It shot up six 
inches as I took a seat at a table and closed just as sharply. A 
few minutes later, a young girl dressed in the style of a 1930’s 
housemaid arrived and set a bowl of soup in-front of me. 
The ladies took advantage of the diversion to leave the room 
noiselessly having presumably given up on Miss Marple. As I 
was finishing my soup the service hatch snapped up and down 
and the girl re-appeared with what might have been neeps and 
tatties accompanied by a thin slice of moistened meat. Shortly 
afterwards the hatch repeated its trick and the girl substituted an 

individual sponge pudding soaking up a watery custard, and a 
cup of brown fluid. Silence descended.

 Emerging from the dining room I groped my way to the 
back. The girl was standing in the doorway to the kitchen.

 “You’ll want some money” I suggested. “Two shillings 
and sixpence” she said. I gave her three shillings. “Keep the 
change.” I said. She bobbed into the kitchen and emerged with 
sixpence. “No” I said “that’s a tip,” adding without irony, “for 
service.” I thought she was going to cry and smiled. She ran into 
the kitchen bearing it over her head like a cup winner’s medal.

It wasn’t raining when I arrived in Edinburgh and, having 
checked in at the Caledonian hotel, enquired about trains to 
Leven the next morning, with the intention of watching scenery 
roll by (rather than driving into it). Reception was busy shovelling 
brochures at mainly American visitors who were hoping to see 
the Loch Ness monster and the changing of the guard on the same 
day. They were a bit deficient on guides to Scottish steelworks, 
but the lady scattering miniature soaps and shampoos around 
my room assured me that from Leven station I would be able to 
see and stroll to the foundry and that there was a ‘pub’ halfway.

 I arrived at the station next morning early to allow 
myself time for a meal before business, but the pub turned out 
to be a bar. I propose not to dwell on negotiations which led 
eventually to the bartender’s wife allowing me into her kitchen 
to demonstrate the ease with which a slice of cheese could be 
lodged between two slices of buttered bread and to persuade 
her that I would pay real money for the resultant delicacy. It 
helped to soak up the pint of ‘heavy’, the only other source of 
nutrition available.

Fifty years on you can probably get one deep fried followed by a 
similarly mistreated Mars bar, but I would like to be remembered 
as the pioneer of the concept.

Gramps

JOHN COLES 
ELECTRICIAN & GENERAL BUILDER 

 All electrical work, Building work, plumbing & carpentry
All aspects of kitchen, u�lity & bathroom refit, Bespoke shelving

Hard garden landscaping, Pain�ng & decora�ng (by Bronwen)
Always happy to advise, discuss work & provide prices

Public liability insurance + references. Friendly, reliable family business

Your satisfaction is our reputation
Find Us On Facebook
Contact John 01362 692249 or 07919 593391
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What's On 
Making Noise
In early cultures the making of marks and sounds may have 
been used to imitate nature, attract prey or to celebrate 
hunting. It is likely that the first musical instrument was the 
human voice and music and singing has been at the heart 
of worship in many faiths from the Jewish Cantor, the Muslim 
Mu’addhin, the chants of the Buddhist and Gregorian monk. 

In our Christian and secular places of worship, culture and 
entertainment we can still enjoy an unbroken tradition of 
choral singing. A number of local national and international 
choirs still perform and delight in cities, towns and villages 
with religious and classical music in cathedrals, churches and 
halls along with modern and contemporary music. 

As in Georgian times, Norwich still offers the opportunity to 
experience world-class music

CONCERTS
St Andrews And Blackfriars Halls, 

St Andrews Plain 
Norwich 
Norfolk 
NR3 1AU 

Tel: 01603 628477  www.thehalls@norwich.gov.uk

Sat 25th May at 7:30pm 
THE BRITTEN SINFONIA
BEETHOVEN SYMPHONY NO. 9

Britten Sinfonia is one of the world's most celebrated and 
pioneering ensembles. The orchestra is an Associate Ensemble 
at the Barbican, has residencies in Norwich, Cambridge and 
Brighton, with a chamber series at Wigmore Hall in London.  
It has a growing international profile. 

Friday 19th April 2019
The Drifters

Doors: 6.45pm

Start: 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Interval: 8.30pm - 9pm

Second Half: 9pm - 10pm

£21.00 seats - slightly restricted view

Back on tour in the UK with a brand-new show performing 
all their classic hits from the last six decades. Following the 
phenomenal success of their 65th anniversary tour in 2018, 
they will be on tour in 2019.

The legendary group have previously been inducted into the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, listed among the greatest artists of 
all time by Rolling Stone magazine. 

Five days of wall to wall live blues 10th 
to 14th July 2019 at the Dereham Blues 

Festival
There will be over 100 free entry gigs hosted in Dereham 
town centre pubs and venues after the ticketed concert at 
Dereham Memorial Hall.  Printed programmes available from 
May. 

Cookers & 
Dishwashers

Repairs to:
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BESPOKE PERIOD JOINERY MADE AND FITTED 

English Oak Specialist for Hand-made Panelling, Stairs, 
Doors and Floors 

 

Fitted and Free-Standing Kitchens made and installed.  
Solid Hardwood Plank Worktops 

 

Complete Bathroom Service: fitting of new fixtures, tiling 
and plumbing 

 

ALSO PERIOD PROPERTY  RESTORATION including sash  
window repair and restoration. 

 

 Over 25 years experience 

Sunnyside, 39 Dereham Road, Mattishall 
Tel/fax: 01362 850579 or Mob: 07799024900 

Email: kevin@sunnysidefurniture.com 

SUNNYSIDE FURNITURE 
& PROPERTY SERVICES 

Spring Quiz
Answers from the last issue: 1) St Giles 2) Elysee Palace 3) 
Spain 4) York Minster 5) The Wedding Cake 6) Sir Charles 
Barry 7) Chequers 8) Ferdinand de Lesseps 9) Buckingham 
Palace 10) Belfry 11) Hampton Court Palace 12) Lincoln 
Cathedral 13) The Pentagon 14) Liverpool 15) Sir Christopher 
Wren 16) 102 17) Cambridge 18) Kuala Lumpur

Congratulations to James Macarthur who wins 
our £5 voucher

First quiz from our new Quizmaster B O Bear. Please submit 
your answers to this quiz to miscadvert@yahoo.com by 14th 
April for a chance to win another £5 voucher.

1. Which planet spins clockwise?

2. Which is the county town of Wiltshire?

3. Which James Bond film was released in 1987?

4. What is Elton Johns real name?

5. Who was Formula 1 World Champion in 1976?

6. Which is the longest motorway in England?

7. The Specials come from which city?

8. Which was the first programme on Channel 4?

9. Which is the Prime Ministers constituency?

10. Height of Mount Everest in feet?

Miscellanea Production Schedule

to be ready 
for w/c

Adverts and 
payment 
submitted by

Reports 
& articles 
submitted 
by:

Printed and 
ready for 
delivery

24th June 
2019 27th May 3rd June 24th June

16th 
September 
2019

19th August 26th August 16th 
September

25th
November 
2019

28th
October

4th 
November

25th
November

23rd March 24th 
February 2nd March 23rd March

Our advertising rates per issue are:

size black and white colour

1/8 page £20 £30

1/4 page £35 £52.50

1/2 page £65 £97.50

Full page £125 £187.50

We offer 5% discount if you pay annually in advance.

Contact details: 

Telephone Anne on 01362 858744 or 07515417225

Email miscadvert@yahoo.com



PMR HAULAGE LTD

22 FARROW CLOSE MATTISHALL
DEREHAM NORFOLK NR20 3SZ

07702 455 975
01362 850892 
reynolds.t@hotmail.co.uk

TRACy REyNOLDS
Delivery of all types of 

SHINGLE, SAND, BALLAST, HOGGIN, 
HARDCORE & TOPSOIL

SERVING THE MID-NORFOLK DISTRICTS
• Personally supervised by the Littleproud  

family & dedicated staff for 80 years
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
• Traditional service at a reasonable cost

www.littleproud-funerals.co.uk

Our family  
taking care  

of your family

& Son
Littleproud
Family Funeral Directors
Independent

Tel: 01362 695458 (24hrs) 

South Green, Dereham, NR19 1PU 
Tel: 01760 440269 (24hrs) 
Hale Road, Bradenham, IP25 7RA
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