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TUFTED INTERIORS
39 Norwich Street
Dereham
Tel: 01362 695632

WE DON’T DABBLE
WE SPECIALISE IN FLOORING
With over 35 years experience in
the flooring trade selling, laying and
surveying, plus our vast selection
of patterns in every type of flooring,
come to the specialists.
So for all Your Carpet, Vinyls etc. Consult

THE EXPERTS
HOME VISITS ARRANGED DAY,
EVENING OR WEEKEND TO SUIT
CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY
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Open
Tuesday — Saturday
(closed sun/mon)

A professional friendly salon
using up to date techniques.

Now
Stocking

High quality retail products
available at affordable prices,
including a range of Yodeyma

5 Mill Street, Mattishall,
Norfolk, NR20 3QG
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Miscellanea

Miscellanea From the Editor
Editorial Team
Editor Eileen Conway

I

t’s hard to believe that, despite the challenges from powercuts to computer failures, this is the 80th issue of Miscellanea,
the Mattishall and Welborne People’s Magazine!

(01362) 858271

The production process of each issue of the magazine involves

email: econway50@btinternet.com

many elements. Firstly, it’s the funding from the now more than
60 advertisers such as Gaskins, our local automotive engineers

Assistant Editor & Advertising

(who were one of the first businesses to advertise their services

Anne Jackson
(01362) 858744

in Miscellanea almost twenty years ago), Cleanright the carpet

email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Distribution Liz Hunton

(01362) 850491

and upholstery cleaning specialists, Norton Domestic Repairs,
Park Physiotherapy, Southgreen Park and Mattishall Sports and Social Club to name but a few of
our loyal advertisers, that covers the printing costs and ensures that Miscellanea continues as our
free village magazine.
One of the latest additions to the production team and perhaps the most important, is Anne Jackson

Article Contributors

BO Bear
Janet Clark
Tina Cooper
Jenny Davies
Anna English
Gramps
Dorothy Heron
Paul Reeson
Terry Wilkins
from an idea by Evelyn Hunt and
Loraine Gunsel

whose admin skills with advertisers has kept funding stable. Anne also prepares the Roundabout
pages of the magazine and handles details of sports and social events and is doing a great job as
my assistant.
Over almost twenty years the magazine has tried to maintain a balance in its advertising and
editorial content. Some of the early contributors Bill and Anna English, Tina Cooper and her father
Gramps, as well as our village historian Iris Coe continue to entertain and inform us after almost 20
years. Along with members of the Mattishall Writers Group there have been scores of villagers who
have delighted readers with thousands of words of fact and fiction.
Our brilliant printer Gowise Print have given excellent service since the launch of the magazine in
2000 and continue to offer professional advice and input that ensures that Miscellanea is a quality
product.
The last piece of the magazine ‘jigsaw’ is its distribution. Over the years an eager team of village
volunteers, now led by Liz Hunton, has delivered a total of almost 120,000 copies of the free
magazine to every household in Mattishall and Welborne. Thanks to our Webmaster Ray Taylor,

© Miscellanea
(original items not otherwise indicated)

Any views expressed in Miscellanea
are not necessarily those of the
publishers or the editorial team. Whilst
every effort is made to ensure accuracy,
we cannot accept responsibility
for errors or omissions. We cannot
guarantee the goods or services offered
by advertisers.

Miscellanea now has its own page on the village website: www.mattishall-village. co.uk. giving it
the potential for a world-wide readership.
I’m sure that founders Loraine Gunsel and the late Eve and Frank Hunt would be happy and proud
to see the magazine grow from 16 to now a regular 36 pages that continue to inform and entertain.
I’m still in the process of preparing a special volume of extracts from Miscellanea which I hope to
have ready to mark 20 years of our People’s magazine
if God and BT are willing.

CHIMNEY SPECIALIST
Brian Lansdale
BUILDER
9 Cherry Tree Close

MATTISHALL

and Charlie!

Your customers have just
read this advert
Make sure they are reading about your
business in the next issue

Dereham

MOB: 07799355146
Home: 01362 288068
brianlansdale@gmail.com
lansdalechimneybuildersandrepairs.co.uk
Summer 2019

Anne Jackson 01362 858744
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Our lady from
the library
London In Stages.

T

he city of London; bustling, vibrant, vigorous and vast, is a
city I know chiefly for its unsurpassed underground system and
its theatre life. The former invaluable in navigating my way
to work each morning but the latter indelibly inked into my bones
since I was five. From this young age, every December, I was taken
by my parents to the Christmas lights in Regent street, to Hamley’s
- the world champion of toy shops - and to the London Palladium
to see the year’s pantomime. This would be prefaced by high tea
at the ‘Golden Egg’, a sixties restaurant as ubiquitous as the Lyons
Corner house but more family friendly. At the Golden Egg any child
finishing his or her meal would be presented with a penny lollipop
as a reward.
Later, when I was at University in Newcastle on Tyne my best friend
Ena and I would follow the Royal Shakespeare company at what
they liked to call their third home, then hot foot it to London to
the Aldwych and the Donmar warehouse for the London season:
definite stage groupies. So, we were used to going up to town
when we managed to get tickets for the live BBC recording and
backstage tour of the comedy actress Penelope Stilton’s latest sitcom
‘The farmer’s husband’. It was an afternoon affair, so we had a
light lunch at Selfridges after a brief browse and then headed for
Portland Place (we were to go in to the Beeb via the tradesman’s
entrance).
Well it was an eye opener watching the actors navigate the turning
stages without losing their places, although there were some
hilarious mix ups and moments of corpsing which lent the whole
thing a sense of us being involved in a conspiracy of laughter. Then
we got to meet the actors themselves and had champagne and
canapes to boot.
“That Penelope Stilton puts you straight at ease, doesn’t she” Ena
had commented, “She’s really condescending.”
I’m not absolutely sure that’s what she meant, because the lady was
charming, but I think I got her gist.
As part of the package, we ladies also got to have a makeover and
photograph as a memento of the event. Well, I’d always fancied a
professional make up session so leapt at the chance of looking TV
ready. I was pummelled and tweaked and lathered in rich unguents
before emerging looking like a L’Oréal rep’s final examination
piece. None too shabby, I thought as I glanced at the glass.
Holding my face up, I was told to think about something happy and
transmit it to camera.
“ This is Southern rail: all our trains are running to schedule today,”
I beamed beatifically.
Then those of us whose smiles hadn’t actually fractured the lens
were asked if we’d like to take things a step further… Thence to
wardrobe for the ultimate transformation, at which my heart sank.
We were confronted with a rail of beige trench coats, like the one
Miss Stilton wears as the eponymous farmer, and belts and I don’t
often share the same sentence. Its not just that I’m so overweight
that I could keep wicket and cover both slips at the same time, but
I am what one might describe as ‘traditionally built’ for Botswana.
Luckily a lackey with a lanyard found me an A line coat that
dropped nicely from the shoulder which worked well for my height.
My hair, lacquered to within an inch of its life, clung on but my
whitened teeth felt unwieldy and I grinned like Esther Ranzen. We
(five I think) donned our respective outfits and were given a very
short scenario to learn. Miss Stilton’s stunt double and we (one at
a time) were to walk on screen from stage right, find our mark and
stick to it, our hair and Hermes scarves blown back artfully by the
wind machine. She was to lose her hat, stumble backwards after it
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and fall, the real Miss Stilton emerging from behind the offending
haybale with decorum restored but her hat on back to front.
“Cut!”
It was essentially a glorified pratfall but performed with experience
and precision. Typical Python it wasn’t, but humour is a broad
church and we don’t all sit in the choir stalls. We watched Penelope
and the first victim do the scene and it went well enough although
the wind machine didn’t blow our amateur off her mark but had the
undesired effect of freezing her smile to her lips. My go next. It went
well, and I adjusted my undercarriage to positive murmurs.
Then, as the next few were going through their respective paces
on the main stage one elderly character actress of was running
through a bit of unscripted monologue about her life and times to
one side I couldn’t help overhearing,
“So, as I sit here today,” she sucked her teeth and hesitated, “I
shall probably sit over there tomorrow,” I muttered Soto voce, but
not quite Soto enough as an assistant’s assistant turned to me and
whispered, “Want a go?” and handed me a slip of paper with
the words ‘ Work in progress-Miss Edith Trentbridge reminisces’.
He inclined his head towards the chair, which was duly vacated.
Served me right.
Nervously I began
“Yes of course Larry was such a darling to us all and Richard, so
gallant, I remember Liz saying to me he had always been such
a gentleman about her asp. Ah but my Ophelia, I was most put
out by that charlatan, the critic who opined that “Her Ophelia
didn’t so much waste away gently under the flowing waters as
sink with all hands lost!” Peter Brook and the RSC? Ah yes that
innovative staging of Midsummer Night’s Dream. I was Moth, or
was it cobweb? Something with feathers anyway and we fairies
came in on trapezes. Well I mean trapezes Darling! If I’d wanted
to be a circus performer I’d have applied to Billy Smart not RADA.”
It was great fun and afterwards another assistant’s PA told me they
often accepted unsolicited scripts, so it was worth writing in and
she gave me some contact details.
What a day. We left the studios and stepped out into the bright
lights of the city of London. Naturally Ena and I were ecstatic:
we’d met ladies who obviously never lunch, those who could float
around on high heels without recourse to heel plasters and so many
actual employees involved in one half hour of television that the
mind boggled. And we’d had a touch of stardom.
All in London, the city where the streets might not be paved with
gold, but some damned sturdy asphalt.
Tina Cooper

Miscellanea



general plumbing overflows
leaks showers fitted and repaired
burst pipes toilets bathrooms
taps radiators and valves fitted
Call Adrian on 01362 694286 / 07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk
www.amhplumbing.co.uk

VINTAGE SALE
AT VENTURE FARM CAT RESCUE,
THUXTON ROAD, MATTISHALL,
NR20 3LB

Specialising in small jobs
leaks, overflows & burst pipes
taps repaired & replaced
outside taps
toilets repaired
ball valves
washing machines & dishwashers plumbed in

showers fitted & repaired
bathrooms fitted & tiled
Call Adrian on 01362 694286 / 07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk
www.amhplumbing.co.uk

SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER
10 am - 2pm
COLLECTABLES, BOOKS,
CLOTHING, JEWELLERY AND
LOTS OF OTHER ITEMS FOR SALE
CLASSIC CARS ON DISPLAY.
REFRESHMENTS.

Summer 2019

Telephone: 01760 722168
Mobile: 07785 746682
email: joesisto@aol.com

5

CTC HIRE
Building D.I.Y., Gardening
Equipment and tools
,JCB Micro Digger, Rug Doctor Carpet
Cleaner, Rotavators Compactors, Hedge
Trimmers, Generators, Lawn Scarifier,
Disccutter/Grinder and much more.
The Old Post Office, Mattishall Road,
East Tuddenham, Dereham. NR20 3LT.
email: mcram@tiscali.co.uk Tel: 01603 880062

Phil’s Gardening Services
I am a friendly reliable chap based in Mattishall

I can offer grasscutting,
hedgecutting,
strimming,
weeding,
shed/fence painting

07920104265

Come and join us,
at our next meeting,
where a friendly
welcome awaits you.

Ten Pin
Bowling

Quizzes

Refreshments

Walks

Scrabble

Bridge Club

Speakers

MATTISHALL W.I.
INSPIRING WOMEN
Garden Meeting

6

OF ALL AGES

Speakers and Subjects
June 12th 2019
'Tales Of The Gaworks'
Jon Read
**********
July 10th 2019
'Bollywood Dance'
Tina Vallance
**********
August 14th 2019
'Garden Party'
**********
September 11th 2019
'Zero To Hero'
Steve De Roeck
**********
For more information
please contact either
Jackie Tooke
01362 858447
Pat Hamilton
01362 850286
Miscellanea

Rabies and Our Pets

A

recent report in the Guardian newspaper revealed
that scientists are stepping up tests to establish whether
a form of rabies found in bats has become endemic in
Britain, posing a risk to human health.

Repairs to:

Britain is officially rabies-free, as judged by the absence of
the more common form found in foxes, cats and dogs. The
disease is nearly always fatal in humans once symptoms
linked to the central nervous system occur. Incubation lasts
from two weeks to several months and quick vaccination after
a bite can save lives. There is mounting evidence that bats
can carry the virus without being killed by it.

Cookers &
Dishwashers

A programme to check live bats in Scotland, which began in
early 2019, is to be launched in England after vets suggested
that existing surveillance was not sufficient. In addition,
research into whether foxes can catch the bat disease
lyssavirus has assumed far greater significance because of
concern over whether it can transfer to domestic pets and
pose a bigger threat to humans. This increased scientific
activity follows the death last year of a Scottish bat enthusiast,
David McRae, after he was said to have been bitten by a bat
on Tayside. Mr McRae, who was 56, was the fourth person
in Europe to die from the bat rabies since 1977 and the first
to die from any form of the disease acquired in Britain for a
century.
A young bat caught by a cat near a house on the Lancaster
canal last summer was found to have lyssavirus - only
the second time the strain has been identified in a bat in
Britain. Tony Stevens, a spokesman for the British Veterinary
Association and a former head of the government's veterinary
laboratory agency, said it was important to discover whether
the bat rabies could spread to cats or dogs.

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Plans for a pilot bat study in Lancashire, which could be
extended to other areas, were recently announced by the
Department of the Environment. A veterinary laboratory
agency team that investigated Mr McRae's death suggested
that surveillance was inadequate. "The fact that only two
infected bats have been discovered in the UK make it
impossible to assess the risk to public health, although it is
considered to be low" it was said in the Veterinary Record
journal.
A dead bat - later identified as having the virus - found in East
Sussex in 1996 was assumed to have come from continental
Europe. But the Lancashire case was found 230 miles from
the continent, making the assumption that bats in Britain are
free from the virus more doubtful.

	
  

FLUTE LESSONS
Exam Coaching
or play for fun.

All ages welcome
Linda Roy DipLCM
Tel: 01362 850968
Mob: 07791 395364

Summer 2019
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Wedding Traditions

T

his being the season for weddings, I thought I’d write about some
unusual ones we have attended.

We’ve been fortunate enough to attend two weddings in France,
both in the Anjou region, and it’s interesting to note the differences
from British weddings. French couples have to have a civil ceremony,
usually conducted at the Town Hall by the Mayor. They can then choose
to follow this with a church service, and many do. At both weddings
we attended, the singing in the church was led by a hired professional
with a strong voice, who stood at the front and literally conducted the
congregation.
At the wedding of a Master Baker, his colleagues wore their ceremonial
sashes, which confirmed their qualifications, and carried ceremonial
staffs, with which they made arches as the couple came out of church,
bursting into a traditional song, with which everyone joined in, including
the couple and which ended with a loud “hoy!”. The Mass having
been one and a half hours long, we had been kept amused by the
beribboned little dog in the pew in front of us.
At the ‘vin d’honneur’ (drinks and nibbles after the ceremony) the baker
had made 3 huge trays of brioches, one of which was tied with a
white ribbon and was held aloft and twirled as a local group of Anjou
traditional dancers performed. The beribboned tray was handed in turn
to the bridegroom’s father to twirl and various other male guests, though
the bride’s father clearly thought it beneath his dignity to twirl the tray.
The brioches were then distributed to accompany the wine.
At the other reception, guests were expected to perform – usually by
singing. Luckily we were excused. We were amused by one of the
grannies who, when finally persuaded to perform, sang a song with
about 17 verses!
Two games added fun and interest to the event. The first was musical
chairs, played by 12 of the couples’ best friends. 12 people, 11 chairs.
When the music stopped, the person left standing promised to do
something for the couple in January (eg. cook them a meal or give them
a bottle of wine). 11 people, 10 chairs. the person left standing made
a promise for February and so on, until the couple could look forward
to a treat once a month in their first year together.
The second game entailed every guest being given a square of paper, a
sugar cube and some string. We were asked to write a message on the
paper and make a parcel of the sugar cube. Every morning, with their
coffee, the couple would unwrap a sugar cube and read a message
from a wedding guest.
My daughter spent some time in South Korea and was invited to a
wedding where she spent the whole time worrying about the fate of two
chickens that were tethered near the bridal couple. To her intense relief,
at the relevant part of the ceremony, they were released and thrown up
into the air – presumably the manner of their flapping descent was an
omen of some kind.
Our French friends know a Frenchman who married a Chinese woman,
in France. It rained on their wedding day, which the bride took as a
very bad omen, leaving her new husband after only one month and
running off with a Chinese man.
If you’ve been part of an unusual wedding ceremony, do let Miscellanea
know.
Anna English

Age UK Advice Line
0800 678 1602
is free to call 8am – 7pm 365 days a year
Age UK are well aware that arranging social care
can be a challenge. From knowing where to start,
what type of care and support you need and who
pays for it, there are lots of questions to ask. But they
remind us that we are not alone — they are to help us
through the process.
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Wartime Weddings

A

longside the pain and suffering of World War II, there was
romance. There might be little time for planning and many
would-be brides would have to arrange their weddings within a
few days whilst their boyfriend might be coming home on a 24-hour
leave before being sent into combat.
As well as foodstuffs, rationing of clothing had become necessary
as many manufacturing concerns had been taken over for war work.
There was a huge demand for war-related materials such as wool
(for the manufacture of uniforms), silk (for making parachutes, maps
and gunpowder bags) so raw materials were in short supply. Often
there was no time to get a special dress and many women would not
have the clothing coupons needed for a wedding dress. Shoppers
spent their precious clothing coupons carefully and made sure their
purchases would be suitable across spring, summer and autumn and
winter. But despite these restrictions, the war and civilian austerity
did not put an end to creative design, commercial opportunism or
fashionable trends on the British home front. When shoppers did
spend their precious coupons and money on new clothes, they
made sure their purchases would be suitable across spring, summer
autumn and winter.
Restrictions on material availability resulted in a number of changes
in clothing design. Women began to concentrate on the versatility
rather than the quantity of their wardrobes, so practical, functional
clothing became the norm. Manufacturers began to utilise the newly
discovered, less expensive, man-made fibres such as nylon, rayon
and viscose for civilian clothing. Combining the characteristics of
the silk with a white or ivory colour, the parachutes used during
World War II was perfect wedding dress material. The groom would
sometimes give his parachute (in many cases the one that saved his
life) to his bride so she could make a dress for their big occasion.
The first noticeable change in clothing fashion was probably when
the military uniform became the norm in dress mode. Civilian
clothing slowly began copying the styles of military uniforms and as
women began replacing men in the factories, trousers became more
acceptable for them to wear. What was known as ‘Siren suits’ were
fashioned for civilians, soon became an important item of clothing,
as they could quickly be pulled on over pyjamas when air raids
occurred (there are many photographs of Sir Winston Churchill
wearing one).
As the war continued, many people were unable to afford new
clothing, so the ability to repair, renovate or even make clothes
became increasingly important. The ‘Make-do and Mend’ campaign
throughout the country helped to teach people how to cut and to
sew, and encouraged them to share ideas and tips regarding the reuse of all possible materials. ‘Necessity is the mother of invention’
so the saying goes and women certainly became very inventive.
Stockings were expensive, so tanned legs with a painted seam

Are	
  you	
  a	
  budding	
  journalist	
  or	
  	
  
just	
  like	
  writing	
  for	
  pleasure?	
  

	
  
Miscellanea	
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  –	
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  keyboard,	
  busy!	
  

Miscellanea

down the back of them made an appearance. It was surprising
how creative, and adaptable people could be, and the constant
shortages encouraged the imaginative use of available materials
when recycling and renovating old clothes. Parachute silk became a
sought-after material and was used for underwear, nightclothes and,
of course, for wedding dresses.
As shortages became more severe, and in the interest of utilising
scarce resources material limits for each item of clothing were set.
All extras were strictly forbidden; double-breasted jackets, pleats,
darts, extra pockets, pocket flaps, extra buttons and turn-ups were
thus no longer allowed. Wasteful cutting, extra or wide seams in
a skirt or shirt, were stopped. Waistcoats were dispensed with, so
men’s suits became two-piece in place of three. Silhouettes became
slimmer, particularly in women’s clothing where skirts became closefitting, blouses unadorned and hats smaller, fitting snugly on the
head. Both the expense and the shortages brought on by WWII
impacted heavily on people’s lifestyles and so too on clothing
fashions. As new textiles were developed and more women joined
the workforce, clothing styles became more informal, simpler and
more practical.
Once rationing ended (March 1949) Britain slowly improved its
economic situation and women returned to the home, retired their
masculine work clothes and once more embraced a more feminine
style of dress. It was only two years after the war that the French
couturier Christian Dior presented a collection that symbolized not
only a departure from previous styles, but the beginning of a new
society. This style was immediately dubbed as the ‘New Look’. Its
most prominent features included rounded shoulders, cinched waist
and a full A-line skirt. The clearly articulated feminine silhouette was
one of the most popular ensembles of the late 1940’s and 50’s
appealing strongly to the nostalgic mood of the post-war society.
Dior didn't want to create everyday clothes for the pragmatic woman
of the fast-moving century but rather sell a dream of the good old
days, when women could afford to be extravagant and deliberately
glamorous. The New Look was a rediscovery of prosperity, and
women across generations and social classes adopted it happily.
Sadly, the retail store founded in 1969 and trading under the name
of New Look plans to cut 60 of its 593 British outlets and has already
closed its Dereham store.
Today’s ‘would be’ happy couple may not have to resort to borrowing
from family and friends or browsing their local charity shop for that
special outfit. Instead they might consult a Wedding Planner or follow
the clear guidelines published in specialist magazines to ensure the
smooth running of what has become one of the largest outlays in a
couple’s life and a major money-spinner for the hospitality industry.
Wedding planning might start 6-8 months before the date and
include budgeting: reserving the date and venue, wedding party
invitations, photographer, caterers and florists. According to a new
survey of 4,000 brides, the average cost of a UK wedding is now
a whopping £27, 161. But a recent survey also shows some 89
per cent of couples are also incorporating DIY elements into their
wedding day; from creating their own seating plans or invitations to
making decorations for the reception and ceremony venues, which
has the added benefit of showcasing their personality and putting
their own stamp on the day.
One of the most popular ways to cut costs is to marry at the
reception venue (44% of couples state that a venue must be able
to accommodate a ceremony on-site) reducing costs on booking a
separate ceremony venue or house of worship, as well as potentially
eliminating the cost of wedding transport. Well, we have it all
here in our village: choice of churches, reception venues and civil
ceremony at Southgreen Park; there’s at least one Bridal shop in
Dereham and the numerous charity shops often stock something for
the special day. Our 21st century bride can stay local or even
follow the trend for a vintage wedding.

Summer 2019
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GORDON BARBER
FUNERAL HOME

43 Norwich Road, Dereham, NR20 3AS

Puppy Paddocks
A 6' high fenced, safe field where your
pooch can run free. Great for recall
practise, shy or timid dogs or those who
become 'deaf' if let off the lead!

(All dogs welcome... not just puppies).

For details call : 01603 757968
www.puppypaddocks.co.uk
www.facebook.com/dogexercisepaddock

Aletia Parker, Funeral Arranger at Gordon Barber Funeral Home, Dereham

‘Providing the very best
care in funeral service’
“Quiet guidance, gentle words and our
professional knowledge will help you
make the right decisions for you and
your family.”
Rachael Barber

Telephone 01362 700505
www.gordonbarber.co.uk
FREE CUSTOMER PARKING

WITH DISTINCTION

FIRST AID
TRAINING

Viking Training
Solutions specialises
in providing high
quality and
competitively priced
first aid training,
assessment and
certification across
Norfolk, Suffolk and
Cambridgeshire.
Based in Mid-Norfolk
(Mattishall), Viking
Training Solutions
offers diverse and
specifically tailored
courses for
businesses and
individuals

COURSES OFFERED:
EMERGENCY FIRST AID AT WORK – FAA
Level 3 Award
FIRST AID AT WORK – FAA Level 3 Award
PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID – FAA Level 3 Award
FIRST AID AWARENESS – Non-accredited
MOVING & HANDLING & FIRE AWARENESS
See website for FULL LIST of courses offered

Viking Training Solutions also
specialises in First Aid for
Children

««««««««««

Contact Liam on
07887 885751
««««««««««

www.vikingtrainingsolutions.co.uk
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Charity Page
Gambian
Aid
Through
Education

Gambia Aid Through Education

Midsummer Supper
and Song evening

Registered Charity:1152311
Dear Friends
May 2019
It is with sadness that I have to write to tell you that the cancer has
spread to my lungs. This is life limiting but not an immediate threat.
My greatest wish is that G.A.T.E will carry on and grow. The work
we have done with your support has changed the lives of hundreds
of women and children. God has blessed us all the time and I trust
him to raise up those challenged to help. I do not expect anyone to
take up the mantle of all the jobs I do, but I hope many among you
can share some of them as the current trustees cannot take on more
than they already do.
This is my list of the immediate needs of G.A.T.E:
1.

At least one new trustee, to become secretary in my place, to
answer letters, acknowledge donations (and maybe with some
training, manage the FaceBook page) and to be involved with
banking and sending money to the Gambia when required.

2.

Gift Aid. We are a small charity, and I only put a claim in
every three months it takes me about 2 hours. Someone who
has better computer skills probably could set up a better and
quicker system, but needs to live in the area – any offers?

3.

Managing our records. Our sponsorship records are held on
a card index and our treasurer keeps a spreadsheet identical
copy. We need someone to allocate children to sponsors,
send an acknowledgement letter to new sponsors and send
reminders to sponsors who do not pay by standing orders when
sponsorship is due. This is on as required basis. The big task
that is time consuming is to send out photos, reports, and letters
from the students when they arrive from the Gambia. This is a
big job twice a year, perhaps 10 hours over a week each time.

4.

Selling crafts. We need people to man our craft stall at fairs,
who should be able to transport the stock and lift the boxes, one
or two days a year.

5.

Posters. Is there anyone out there who is good at posters? You
do not need to be local it can be done by email.

6.

Packing boxes of clothing. Helps the Gambians and saves these
things going to landfill. If you live close to Mattishall/ Dereham,
can you spare 2 or 3 hours a month to help with sorting and
packing materials to send to the Gambia, again you must be
able to lift a reasonable sized box.

7.

Fund Raising events. Live away from Mid Norfolk? Would you
consider an occasional fundraiser, such as a coffee morning?
We can supply materials to promote what we do.

at All Saints Mattishall

Friday 21st June
6.30 for 7pm
There will be a two-course meal (bring your
own drinks) and 2 musical acts, plus other
fund-raising activities such as a quiz.
Tickets are £12.50 per person payable
in advance and if you would like to come
along please let Liz Hunton know and she
will save tickets: There is a limited number
of 50 places.

Thank you for your support I hope some
of you will find time to
help us continue until God raises a new person with passion to lead
G.A.T.E into the future.
On a happier note for all of you who like a nice night out we are
holding a Midsummer Supper and a Song on Friday 21st June..
God bless you all,
Janet (Secretary)

Summer 2019
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The
MATTISHALL
Mattishall
Society
SOCIETY

Leopold II, the King of the Belgians, Dr Barnardo, Lewis Carroll
and Walter Sickert, a prominent artist of the time (and who,
apparently, taught Winston Churchill to paint).

The Society meets
on the second Monday
of each month

Sue Parry went on to discuss her theory as to the real identity
of Jack the Ripper and named George Chapman, a Polish born
immigrant, as her main suspect. Born in Poland in 1865, Severin
Klosowski was apprenticed to a surgeon before qualifying in
1887. He worked for 3 months as a junior surgeon at Warsaw
hospital before coming to London, where he took work at a
barber’s shop.

NEWS

W I N T E R
2 0 0 8
In 1889 he married Lucy Baserski and records show they moved

Jenny Davies reports on the
meeting of 8th April 2019
JACK THE RIPPER
A talk by Sue Parry
Sue Parry is Treasurer and Membership Secretary of The
Whitechapel Society, an historical society based in Whitechapel
with particular interest in the crimes of Jack the Ripper and the
social history of the East End of London during the late Victorian
and Edwardian period. She herself has a particular interest in
the Jack the Ripper murders and her fascinating talk looked at
the crimes, sometimes known as the Whitechapel murders, and
drew a conclusion as to the identity of her preferred suspect.
Jack the Ripper was the common name given to a serial killer
who was never caught and he had a probable 5 victims.
Mary Ann Nichols was murdered on 31st August 1888 in Buck’s
Row, Whitechapel. She was the first of what are known as the
‘canonical victims’, all of whom were murdered between 31st
August and 9th November 1888. She was aged 43 at the
time of her death, of no fixed abode and with a background of
broken marriage, drink and prostitution – and these markers of
age, alcohol and prostitution become a common theme with the
murder victims. Mary’s throat had been cut and her body badly
mutilated.
A week later, Annie Chapman’s body was discovered in the
backyard of 29 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields. She was 47, with
similar background of drinking and prostitution, and again, her
throat had been cut and her body mutilated.
There is some speculation as to whether the next murder, that
of Elizabeth Stride on the 30th September 1888, was actually
committed by Jack the Ripper. Although her throat had been
cut, there was no mutilation of the body. Could the killer have
been interrupted? However, 45 minutes later that same night,
Catherine Eddowes’ body was found in Mitre Square, in the City
of London, but in her case, there had been savage mutilation of
her face and body.
October of 1888 passed without any murders and the people
of Whitechapel were beginning to relax a little and go out after
dark. Sadly on the 9th November 1888, another murder took
place, that of Mary Jane Kelly. She was younger than the other
victims, aged 25, and was a professional prostitute. Her face
had been so badly mutilated, there was some doubt if the body
was that of Mary Jane, but her boyfriend was able to confirm
the identity by her hair, which was particularly distinctive, and
from her ears. (Apparently our ears are almost as individual as
our fingerprints).
Speculation at the time as to the identity of the killer produced
many names, both famous and unknown. There is a list of 16
names of ‘unknown’ people, and a list of 7 famous people of
the time, amongst them Prince Albert Victor, a nephew of Queen
Victoria, Randolph Churchill, (father of Winston Churchill),
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around quite a lot within the East End. They emigrated to the
US in 1891, but it seems it was a violent marriage and Lucy, by
then pregnant with her second child (her first had died within a
few months of birth), returned to London in 1892 and gave birth
to a daughter. Klosowski returned shortly after and they were
briefly reunited, but by 1893 he was living with another woman,
coincidentally also named Annie Chapman. At this point, he
changed his name to George Chapman. Annie left him and he
went on to have a series of wives, Mary Spink, Bessie Taylor and
Maud Marsh. Both Mary and Bessie had become unwell within
a few months of marrying Chapman and both subsequently
died. Maud Marsh came from a close knit family and when she
became ill, her father arranged for his own doctor to see her. He
was baffled at first but then began to suspect arsenic poisoning.
Sadly, Maud died, but with his suspicions aroused, he liaised
with the doctor who had initially treated her, and who had also
treated Mary Spink. As a result, a post mortem was arranged
which found arsenic present in Maud’s body. The bodies of
Mary Spink and Bessie Taylor were exhumed and found to be
riddled with arsenic. Chapman was arrested and charged with
murder, and at his trial, the jury took just 10 minutes to find him
guilty. He was executed on 7th April 1903.
The leading policeman on the Jack the Ripper case began to
think Chapman and the Ripper might be the same person. One
notable connection was the fact that Chapman had studied
surgery, and the Ripper murders had been considered to be the
work of an expert surgeon. In addition, the murders coincided
with the arrival of Chapman (Klosowski) in London, his first
lodging was at Georges Yard, where the first murder was
committed, and the murders ceased when he went to America.
Sue Parry pointed out that
there are a few points
which could argue against
Chapman being responsible
for the Whitechapel murders
– why change from murdering
prostitutes to murdering those
well known to him, why
change from cutting throats
to using poison. However,
on balance, he was a known
killer, living in the right place
at the right time, and as such,
she feels he was the infamous
Jack the Ripper.
Severin Klosowski aka
George Chapman
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR MEETINGS
HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, MATTISHALL at 7.30 pm

WE HAVE PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THE MIDDLE SECTION
OF OUR 2019 PROGRAMME
2019

* = Non Memorial Hall Meetings

July 27th

ANNUAL BARBECUE**

August 22nd

GARDEN MEETING**

September 9th

Mike Wabe – 'History Of The Town Crier'

October 14th

Barbara Miller – 'Cabbages & Kings, Royal Visits To The City'

** = Members Only

MEETINGS FOR THE REST OF 2019 WILL INCLUDE FULL
UPDATES ON THE ABOVE, FURTHER INFORMATION OF
OTHER TRIPS OR EVENTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AS
NORMAL AT THE MONTHLY MEETINGS, ALONG WITH
OUR FAMILIAR CHURCH SILHOUETTE POSTERS AROUND
THE VILLAGE AND UPDATED IN FUTURE ISSUES OF
MISCELLANEA

Dereham Walkers
On the first Friday of each month Dereham Walkers Are
Welcome meet at Queen Mother's Garden at 10:00am for
a leisurely walk (less than 4 miles). Cost £2 to support the
group.
The walks are pot-luck, with no advanced published route
and unlike our main events (longer walks) simply conclude
back at Queen Mother's garden. There is an option, at the
end of the walk, to enjoy some refreshments together at an
agreed venue.

INTERESTED?
THEN PLEASE CONTACT
The Membership Secretary
Mrs Carol Colledge 01362 858230

More walks continue throughout the year including below:

Provisional future 2019 timetable:
22 June - Annual Public Meeting with shortish walk.
28 July - Town heritage walk
26 August - Suffolk walk (at Clare)
29 September - Garden party walk
6 October - MNR Train walk to coincide with NCC Festival
For details and bookings contact Ken Hawkins at
dtc.fpwarden@talktalk.net
or on 07505 426750.

JOHN COLES

ELECTRICIAN & GENERAL BUILDER
All electrical work, Building work, plumbing & carpentry
All aspects of kitchen, ulity & bathroom refit, Bespoke shelving
Hard garden landscaping, Painng & decorang (by Bronwen)
Always happy to advise, discuss work & provide prices
Public liability insurance + references. Friendly, reliable family business

Contact John 01362 692249 or 07919 593391
Find Us On Facebook
Your satisfaction is our reputation

Summer 2019
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Offering the highest levels of care
and attention to the towns and
villages of South Norfolk.
Always here when you need us.
Tel: 01953 850330 (24 Hours)

Always
when
you
us.
The Old Dairy, 15here
Norwich Street,
Hingham,
NR9 4LJneed
6BN
Jason Davies, Funeral Director
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hingham@ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk
www.ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk
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youth

!

The Centre Section Dedicated To Young People in Our Area

1st Mattishall & District Scout Group
Scout HQ – On the grounds of the Mattishall Primary School
Chairperson: Kirsty Keeley 01362 850689

Through a fun youth activity programme we try to prepare young people with skills for life.
We encourage our young people to do more, learn more and be more.
******

1st Mattishall scouting is for GIRLS and BOYS aged 6 – 14

******

GROUP NEWS
In April our long-standing Group Scout Leader, Kirsty Keeley,
stepped down from Mattishall Scout Group after over 15 years
of involvement with the group. She will be missed by all of us.
We would like to thank her for the time and commitment she has
given to the group for so long. I am sure many of the village
have, or know, children/grandchildren who have been lucky
enough to take part in scouting activities and camps with her
over the years.

BEAVER SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 6 - 8,
TUESDAYS 6.15 – 7.30PM
CONTACT SU MCKINNELL – 07514 032678
The beaver section is thriving with lots of busy beaver scouts.
Beavers have had a busy term, enjoying lots of outings such
as to the
Dereham
Fire station
as
well
as lots of
fun nights
and
craft
activities.

CUB SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 8 – 10,
WEDENESDAYS 7 – 8.30PM
CONTACT STEPHEN MUDD 01362 858496
The cubs have enjoyed a fun packed term also involving fire
station visit as part of their Fire safety badge, roller skating
in
Norwich
and
planting plants for
Mothers Day.

All of the sections joined
in the Scout District’s
parade
through
Dereham to celebrate St
George’s Day in April.
This also involved us
leading a camp-fire
song during the service
at St Nicholas’s church.

Summer 2019

SCOUTS - GIRLS
AND BOYS
AGED 10 – 14,
MONDAYS
7 – 9PM
CONTACT ANN FUTTER – ann.futter@live.co.uk
The scouts have enjoyed a term of circus skills, indoor caving,
camp cooking and looking forward to being able to spend the
summer term outside even more starting with a county Water
Activities camp at the end of May.
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Rockinghorse
Daycare
Rockinghorse Daycare, in Mattishall, provides quality care for
children between the ages of 3 months and 5 years. We also
provide additional facilities for school-age children in the form of
‘Stallions’ our Breakfast, After- School and Holiday Club.
Open 8.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday, 51 weeks of the
year (excluding Bank Holidays.)
15 & 30 hours Early Years Free Entitlement available.
Tax free childcare and childcare vouchers accepted.

Contact
Debbie or Ruth on
01362 850409
rockinghorse.daycare@yahoo.co.uk

During our Science Week 11th – 15th March we welcomed
lots of visitors to come and talk to our children about their
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) careers
and complete some activities. We want our children to see
Science in the real world.
A STEM Ambassador, Peter Samain, came to tell us about his
career as a construction engineer. He told us the best thing
was that his profession is 'portable' which means he can work
anywhere in the world and there's always a job for him. He's
worked in 32 countries around the world on some of the biggest
and iconic engineering projects in the world. Peter then worked
with our Year 5 and 6 classes on seismic engineering. He
spoke further about his career, projects he has worked on as a
construction engineer in different countries and the challenges
of designing buildings that will withstand seismic activity.
The
children
then
worked
in teams to
try to create
the
tallest
marshmallow
and
cocktail
stick building
to
withstand
vigorous tableshaking!

We also had a visit from Clare Fox, who works for the NHS
at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital. Clare shared
a range of equipment that different professionals use who
work for the NHS with the Reception and Year 1 classes
and discussed what they are used for. We also met ‘Terri’
who is a torso model of the
different organs in the human
body. We had a great time
handling the different body
parts and trying to work out
where each organ is. We
learnt about the range of jobs
in the NHS and the children
were very inspired and asked
lots of interesting questions.
The Year 2, 3 and 4 classes
looked at the brain and how it
functions. The children had a
go at making their own model
of one.
Children Quotes:
‘’I loved constructing the human brain using tissue paper.’’ Y3
child
‘’The human brain is so complex!’’ Y3 child
“We learnt about our ribs and where they are. They help
protect our lungs and heart.” Year 1 child.
“We learnt where your heart is and what it looks like. It doesn’t
look like a love heart.” Year 1 child
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Mrs Burton a dental hygienist came into Reception and talked
about how to keep our teeth healthy. The children had the
opportunity to use a disclosing tablet to show the plaque on
their teeth and brush it away. The children then sorted foods
in to healthy and not healthy. Mrs Burton shared how many
teaspoons of sugar were in some foods. We were quite shocked
to find that one small bottle of a popular drink contained 14
teaspoons of sugar!
Dr Paddy Anstey spoke to our KS2 children in assembly
on his STEM career from being a chemist to working in IT
development and research. He talked about how is career
gave the opportunity to travel around the world and meet
different people.
Sarah Finder from Solar for Schools came all the way from
Germany to talk to the children in a KS2 assembly and then
worked with Years 3 & 6 on Solar power. She talked about the
school’s solar panels, how we use energy and how we can use
sunlight as a renewable resource to power our school.
Year 5 were lucky enough to have a virtual reality space
experience during Science week this year. The children were
put into different teams (rockets) where they had to compete
against each other to gain Space credits. The teams were
called, Apollo 13, Challenger and Sputnik. The children were
taken on a tour, through their virtual reality headsets, of 4
different planets, Venus, Jupiter, Mercury and Mars. They were
challenged to find
out answers to
some
questions
about the planets
while they were
on
the
tour.
Everyone was so
impressed
and
some commented
that they felt like
they were really in
Space.
Mattishall Primary School is trying to do something positive
about climate change. The school has challenged itself to plant
1000 trees in its school grounds. As part of this challenge Year
3 have planted 105 trees which have been kindly donated
by the Woodland Trust. It is hoped that the mix woodland
trees will enhance
the school’s grounds
further.
The school would
also like to take this
opportunity to thank
volunteer
gardener
Robert French for his
continued
support.
He seeks out projects
that
the
children
can engage in and
comes in weekly
and supports worthy
outdoor projects which have a great purpose.
Have you seen our articles in the EDP & Dereham Times? We
finally had the grand opening of our library bus on Friday
26th April 2019. This was officially opened by Mark Farrar
(Synergy MAT CEO). We had lots of children and their families
present, along with representatives from all of the people and
contractors who had been involved in it.

Summer 2019

We were given
the bus in October
2017 as a kind
donation
from
Konectbus.
We
then
sought
p l a n n i n g
permission
and
the long process
of removing the
seats and having
an
electricity
supply installed. The final phase was the decoration of the bus
inside and out and the fitting of the shelving. Most of this work
was completed by staff who gave up a lot of their spare time
to make the space amazing and inviting in the hope that we
can foster a continued love of reading.
Also, have you seen
our beautiful new
mural on the bike
shed wall at the
front of our school?
It was designed by
an ex-pupil Kathryn
Macpherson
and
she has tried to
incorporate
all
aspects
of
our
school curriculum.
The design itself was
then transferred on the wall by mural artists Sunny & Pea, who
we think have done an excellent job!
Our brilliant Year 6 team won first prize at the Big Book Quiz
at Neatherd High School in March! Well done to Reuben,
Georgia, Maddie and Elijah!

Mattishall Primary School
(Part of Synergy Multi Academy Trust)
kindly asks that dog owners do not walk
their dogs on the school grounds. This
includes the large back field as it is part
of our learning environment. Thank you
for your understanding.

17

Mattishall Youth F.C.

END OF SEASON REPORT 2018/2019
Under 8's, under the management of Dave and Jenny, have further
progressed in their second year of development football and have
played some good football with a decent set of results.
Under 9's, under the management of James and Pete, have further
developed their game coming up against some well organised
sides. Highlight of their season was their Plate Cup Final at East
Harling which they were unfortunately unable to win.
Under 12's NCYFL, under the management of Garth and Michael,
have again been playing up a year and were good winners of
their pre-Christmas grouping - congratulations on this achievement.
Meanwhile in their post-Christmas league they have performed well
and are currently awaiting the outcome of an appeal which will
determine their finishing position.
Under 12's MNYFL, under the management of Paul and Paul with
assistance from Lewis, finished sixth in league division 1. They also
enjoyed a Plate Cup Final which was at Heacham but they were
narrowly beaten 1-0 by the winners of league division 1.
Under 13's, under the management of Kevin and Jack, enjoyed
a good season up to Christmas but were hampered by some
unavailability and departures in the second half of the season and
they tailed off a bit finishing sixth.
During the season we ran another Race Night at East Tuddenham
Village Hall - this was reasonably well attended and generated
some additional funds for the Club.
We held our End of Season Presentation Day on 18th May 2019
and although it was an overcast day we were again fortunate
enough to avoid any rain - over 80 trophies, around 160 burgers
and a similar number of sausages were handed out on the day!
Finally, I would like to express my thanks to everyone who has given
time and supported us throughout the season.
Paul Reeson, Chairman

MATTISHALL YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB
IF YOU WISH TO PLAY FOOTBALL IN A FUN, FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE THEN PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE
AND CONTACT ONE OF OUR TEAM MANAGERS.

(again)?
As mentioned in the last edition of Miscellanea we have been
running a weekly mums and toddlers group called, “Little
Angels” at All Saints’ Church in Mattishall (aka ASM) for
about 9 years and we have now started our new dads and
toddlers group called, “Who Let The Dads Out?” We meet
once a month, usually on the 1st Saturday of each month
(2nd Saturday in July and not at all in August this year). The
age range is slightly wider than for Little Angels since we are
running on a non-school day in that youngsters up to and
including Year 1 can join us with their dads (or other father
figures). It is a chance for dads to bring their youngsters along
and spend time with them in a safe, relaxed environment as
well as chatting with other dads and the helpers from ASM.
Importantly, there are also bacon butties and toast.
If you are a dad (or other father figure) and want to try us out,
we would love to see you. We meet from 9 until 10.30 and
you are welcome to come for all or just part of that time. If
you are a mum, this could be your chance for a bit of peace
and quiet.
All dates are Saturdays and the group runs from 9.00 to
10.30.
•

13th July *

•

No meeting in August

•

7th September

•

5th October

•

2nd November

•

7th December

For more details please see our website www.matvchurch.uk
or contact Alan Cossey, Eddie Stone or Dave Rudling. You
can get hold of Alan on 01362 857904 or alan.cossey@
matvchurch.uk. Either that or just join us on the day.
Little Angels Toddler Group
for babies and pre-school children

Wednesday 9.00am – 11.30am
• BE PART OF A FRIENDLY TEAM
• LEVEL 1 QUALIFIED COACHES
• OPPORTUNITY TO SIGN FOR TRAINING AND/OR MATCHES
• ALL TEAMS IN FA AFFILIATED LEAGUES

(during school term time only)

All Saints Church – Mattishall
Refreshments for adults, a variety of healthy snacks for children, musical
instruments, various activity play areas, bible-based craft and story

Bumps & Babies runs alongside Little Angels with an aim for expectant
and new parents to relax in a safe and welcoming environment with
opportunities to meet and make new friends

www.clubwebsite.co.uk/mattishallyfc
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New to the area, would like further details or wishing to attend for the first
time? Please contact Mandy on 01362 858873 or
email: contact@matvchurch.uk
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Occasions’ Outings 2019

BISHY BARNABEES DAY
NURSERY

Most outings are on the first Wednesday
of the month. Unless otherwise stated,

SOUTH GREEN PARK, MATTISHALL

we pick up at: 9am – Windmill Avenue;

We offer quality home from home care and
education for children aged between 6
weeks to the end of Primary School
We run from a purpose built building with
ample free parking and two large gardens
Full Ofsted Registered
Pre-School open 08:00 – 18:00
Government Funding available for 3 & 4 Year Olds
Various sessions and hours available to suit your
family

For Further Details Please Contact:
Louise or Julie on
01362 850947
Or visit our website at
www.bishybarnabees.co.uk
Summer 2019

9.20am

–

Evangelical

Church

and

9.30am – Surgery

July 3rd

Bressingham Gardens

£15.00

August 7th

Mystery trip with cream tea

£24.00*

September 4th

Southwold

£15.00

October 2nd

Chippenham-La Hogue Farm shop and cafe
for coffee then on to Ely

£16.00

November 6th

Springfields

£15.00

December 11th

Cromer Christmas show & Lunch at Blakeney
Manor (not included in price )

£29.00*

* FULLY BOOKED
To book, please contact Joyce by phone 01362 422027
or on Thursday, between 10.30 – 12.00 at the Drop-in,
Church Rooms, Mattishall
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Neighbourhood
Watch in
Mattishall

Stephen Garner

Digger Hire, Landscape,
Driveways, Paving, Concreting
Property Maintenance, Fencing
Gates made to measure
Firewood
Tel:07594 617511

W

ell, let me start
by
introducing
myself.

I am Terry Wilkins and
the Area Co-ordinator for
Mattishall’s Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme and the
newly elected Chairman of the Parish Council.
It is early days yet and I know there are a few roads that
joined the earlier scheme, Home Watch, but these need to
be updated and brought in-line with the new Neighbourhood
Watch scheme. I hope to start leafleting areas around the
village soon so that we can get started looking after each
other’s property and report back any scams or unsolicited
callers to properties. We’ve had several vans cruising the
area looking for unattended properties so if you see any
suspicious vehicles, please try and take the registration
number and pass it to me.
I am happy to come and discuss the scheme with residents so
I’ve put my contact details at the bottom of this short article.
I will just add here, there is no cost to residents but if you
would like to donate to the purchase of signs (£15.00 each)
to display at each end of your road, that would be much
appreciated.
Just a few points to consider regarding your property:
•

make sure you lock all sheds;

•

put all gardening equipment away when finished with;

•

lock vehicles.

Chris Baile
Brickwork

It’s easy to forget. Just don’t put temptation in the way. Don’t
forget LOCK IT or LOSE IT!
Also, now that the warmer evenings are with us, don’t
leave ladders where they can be used to reach upper open
windows.
Crime in Mattishall is virtually non-existent but that doesn’t
mean we should be complacent.

Specialist in all aspects of brickwork
including:

Historic and Restoration
Flint work

The other subject I want to bring to your attention is the
volunteer Speedwatch Scheme.

New Build

We have all experienced the speeding around our narrow
roads during the day and evening. One vehicle was recorded
at 61mph in Welgate!!
As an ex Police officer who has seen too many fatal incidents
through thoughtless speeding, this is a pet hate of mine. So,
we are looking for volunteers to give up a couple hours a
week to record speeding drivers throughout our village. All
training and equipment is supplied so, if you are like minded,
contact me for more details, and we can get the ball rolling.
Terry Wilkins
01362 858788 or 07801 069317

Extensions
Telephone:
Email:

07723 094836

chrisbaile@hotmail.com
Please visit my website

chrisbaile.com

Email: t.wilkins@btinternet.com
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Experienced team of Chartered Physiotherapists,
Registered with the Health Care Professions Council

We can help with:
Headaches, dizziness, Neck and arm pain,
Spinal pain, Pelvic Girdle pain, Sports injuries,
Neurological conditions,
Male & female continence problems.
also
CLINICAL PILATES CLASSES

Clinic at Leys Farm,
Hockering NR20 3JE

01603 881184

Early & late appointments available

www.parkphysiotherapy.co.uk
	
  

LIVING WITH DEMENTIA?
You and your Carer are welcome to join us at

THE LINK
on the first and third Tuesday of the month
10am-12pm
At Mattishall Methodist Church

Refreshments, games, activities,
information, support
The Link is free of charge and is run by volunteers.
If you are carer of a person living with dementia and
would be interested in attending The Link please contact:
Melanie Stevenson, Coordinator 01362 858799
Lynda Brandish, Assistant Coordinator 01362 857810

MATTISHALL MEMORIAL HALL
South Green, Mattishall, NR20 3JT
Fully fitted kitchen, Bar available.
Ideal for any function
Includes computer access with
drop down screen and projector
For further information contact

Keith Hudson 01362 850729, 07708085676
E mail keith.hudson12@hotmail.co.uk

Summer 2019
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Sculpture
with a Message

R

ob Woods is a sculptor living and working in Welborne
who is expressing his passion and concern for nature
and the environment through his work.

Whilst

many

traditional,

representational

artists

and

craftspersons exhibited their work on stalls at the popular
‘Bird and Wildlife Fair’ at Pensthorpe Natural Park in May,
Rob had been given the opportunity to display a number of his
sculptures in a beautiful oak tree standing beside one of the
main pathways. In this stunning setting his work successfully
delivered his message of concern for the peril of living
creatures vulnerable to man’s pollution of the environment by
plastic waste and attracted considerable interest.

*
WE USE THE REACH AND WASH METHOD; ONE OF THE
BEST ON THE MARKET-TRADITIONAL AVAILABLE TOO

WE ALSO CLEAN, CARPETS,
GUTTERS AND FASCIAS
CONSERVATORY ROOFS

Hair By Ruth
....in the comfort of your own home

S J NYE

Telephone 01362 858936
Mobile
07748 664011
Email hairdresserruth@gmail.com

MEMBERS OF THE WINDOW CLEANING
FEDERATION

Member of the FHBF
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VERY HIGH STANDARDS AND GREAT SERVICE

CALL 01603 868014 / 07717185767
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Mattishall
Bowls Club

M

attishall Bowls Club
have had a busy
time in May with
about 20 matches completed
so far. We have won about
half of our fixtures, but there
are 3 more months of competitive bowls to come. We have
welcomed several new payers into the Club which will help
as we now play in 5 leagues rather than 4.
We have one of the largest and best greens in the area and
its condition is thanks largely to Greenkeeper John Galer and
a small band of helpers who give a lot of time to keep it up
to scratch. We can also rely on Stanley Easter, who is well
into his nineties but has a wealth of knowledge about green
preparation as well as maintenance of the machinery we use.
If anyone wants to give the game a try you can contact
Alan on 01362 858211 and we will sort something out. All
equipment will be provided.
We are hoping to start coaching sessions for 8 to 16 year
olds and their parents which would involve short activities
and games to introduce the skills involved in the game, but
in a more relaxed atmosphere. Again, if you are interested
please contact us.

Summer 2019
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES can advertise their events up to a half-page FREE OF CHARGE.
LARGER ADS WILL BE CHARGED. Please let us know about any event you are organising in the
next 3-6 months by contacting Anne Jackson, Orchard House, Welgate, Mattishall, NR20 3PH
Tel: 01362 858744 or email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Knit and Natter at TABNABS

Coffee Morning

Every 1st Friday of the month 10.00 – 12.30
Buy a drink and come free

Evangelical Church on Tuesdays from 10.30 - 11.30am
All Welcome.

East Tuddenham Friendship Club

Lizzie's Book Lovers Club –

We meet every Tuesday in the Jubilee Hall from 2-4pm
For more information please ring Pearl on 01603 880567

The club is going strong with usually around a dozen of us
meeting up each month. No set reading to do, all you need
is to love books and I am sure you will find it a fun meeting. It
is a good way to find out about new books and authors and
to maybe get yourself some more reading material as we
swap books amongst ourselves. There is also the book swap
shelf in the pub for any time between meetings when you feel
like a new book to read. All genres are covered and we do
now have 2 gentlemen who come along so it is not just for
the ladies! We even give the guys a chance to get a word in
during the meeting, although we do all love a good old chat.

Welcomes New Members.

Allotments Available

East Tuddenham Charities
Half or full allotments to suit all requirements. For more
information please contact Colin Cram 01603 880062

Mattishall Methodist Church
Mini-market with various stalls - Saturday 6th July from
10.00 - 11.30 am
Harvest Festival Services
Sunday 22nd September at 2.30 p.m.
Monday 23rd September at 7.30 p.m.
Monthly Charity Coffee Mornings - Saturday 3rd
August and 7th September from 10 - 11.30 a.m.
Led Prayers with Rev Betty Trinder: 8.45 - 9.15 a.m.
Second Fridays:- July 12th, August 9th and September 13th.

Drop In Coffee Morning Mattishall Church Rooms

Having had 2 enforced breaks for elections Drop In is now back
in full swing every Thursday morning from 9.30am until midday.
Everyone is welcome and if transport is a problem please give
me a call on 01362 850491 and we can try to arrange lifts.
Tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits are available throughout the
morning and around 11am we serve toasted tea cakes. There is
no specific charge but we do suggest a donation of £1 min to
cover our costs, not bad for as much tea/coffee as you like and
treats to eat as well. We are a friendly group of people, many
over 50, but younger people are always welcome to join us.
It’s not just for the ladies either, we have lots of men who come
along and it is a good way to meet people and make friends. It
is also the place to meet up with Joyce to book your place on the
monthly coach trips that she arranges.

The Swan, Dereham Rd, Mattishall

The meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of the month starting
at 2.30pm, although some of us go in early and have a bit of
lunch beforehand. At the meeting you can buy tea/coffee/
cake as well as all the usual bar drinks. New members are
always made welcome.

Norfolk Day – Saturday, 27th July

Organised by Mattishall Parish Council, please see details
of the event on the inside front cover of the magazine.

From the Surgery
Mattishall Surgery Contact Details:
Telephone:

01362 850227

Fax:		

01362 858466

Pharmacy Telephone:

01362 858540

15 Dereham Road, Mattishall, NR20 3QA
If you have an urgent medical need that cannot wait until the
surgery re-opens and need to contact the out of hours GP then
you need to call 111

If you want to make your time out longer some of us then go to
the Swan for our lunch, nice way to round off the morning, and
you can have a light or full meal.
Hope to see new and regular friends join us on Thursdays.
Lizzie
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Do you enjoy Scrabble or playing cards?
Or just enjoy a chat and a cuppa?
Well come along to

The Friendly Club
2pm – 4pm
every second Thursday

held in the Bob Carter Court Lounge
£2.00 inc Raffle and Refreshments

	
  

Meet and Chat
in

Welborne Village Hall
on

the 3 r d Thursday of the month
	
  
fro m 2 pm – 3.
30pm

Board g ames
S hov e Halfpenn y
Bo ok an d pu zzle s wap
Refreshm ents and
Goo d Com pany !!
Co me alo ng and s ee for yo urself

	
  

Pilates with Claire
Wednesdays 11-12
Mattishall Memorial Hall
Improve your core strength, fitness and flexibility with Pilates!
This gentle form of exercise tones and strengthens with flowing, co-ordinated
movements and breathing techniques. Pilates is especially beneficial for those
with back or joint pain or injuries.
Classes for beginners and improvers, mats and equipment provided.
Contact: info@clairegurneypilates.com / 07776044304

Heart Healthy Exercise Classes

Mattishall Oil Price Savings Scheme
(MOPS)

!

Time to fill up your heating oil tank?
Do you think you are paying too much?
Want to join one of the biggest syndicates
in the region that orders in total up
to 70,000 litres of oil per month?

Mondays 9.30 – 10.30 and 10.45 – 11.45am,
Tuesdays 6 – 7pm, Wednesdays 10 – 11am Mattishall Memorial Hall
Keep your heart healthy with low impact exercise classes.
GP referral available.
For more info or to join contact Sue: 07786974907
suebennett21@btinternet.com

It costs you nothing to join – no obligation at any time
Endorsed by Community Action Norfolk
Contact Mike Onassis on 01362 858222 or 07773 330109
email: mike.onassis@btinternet.com
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Mattishall Parish
Council News

LATEST NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Village litter pick we’d love to see you
The next litter pick will be
held on Saturday 29 June
starting at 10 am on the
Village Green lasting 2
hours followed by
refreshments. Equipment
will be provided.

Grants
We are able to award small
grants to village
organisations. Details on
the application process can
be found on our website.
The deadline for
applications is 20 August.

Youth club
The Friday night youth club
is going from strength to
strength. The children are
enjoying playing outside on
warmer evenings with the
new equipment recently
purchased. The club will be
open for the upcoming year
6 children from July so
please encourage your
child to come along if they
are aged between 10 and
16. Time: 6.30 - 8.30 pm at
the Memorial Hall. It’s free!
http://mattishallpc.info
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Speed watch is coming to
Mattishall

We all know that people speed and Mattishall
suffers just as much as other villages. We’ve had a
sign for over a year that monitors trafﬁc ﬂow and
speed of vehicles. It’s moved around various
locations in the village on a 4-week cycle.
Councillors monitor the data and report back at our
monthly meetings so we thought a few facts might
be of interest. For instance, someone drove at
75mph in Welgate last month - a road that has a
children’s nursery - at 4 pm. Interestingly, we ﬁnd
that there are more vehicles speeding along the
30mph stretches than 40mph, sometimes there are
drivers achieving 70mph in a 30 zone.
Now that we have evidence of speeding in
Mattishall, we will be working more closely with the
Police. We are setting up a Speed Watch scheme
which will mean that drivers caught speeding will
receive cautions from the Police.

Easter event was a great success
If you came
along to our
Bank Holiday
Easter event we
hope you
enjoyed it. We
were very lucky
with the warm
weather. There
was an Easter

clerk@mattishallpc.info
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The Parish Council
Terry Wilkins (Chairman)
Graham Clarke
Hannah Farrier-Dutton
Richard Norton
Mike Nunn (Vice-Chairman)
David Piper
Janice Smith
Chris Taylor
Richard Turner
Luisa Cantera (Clerk)

Mobile library
A representative from the
Norfolk Library Service came
to our June council meeting
about changes to the mobile
library service, which visited
Mattishall twice monthly, and
now visits once every 4 weeks
on a Wednesday. Details are
on PC noticeboards and on
our website.

Commorative plaque
to remember Denver
Little Denver Clinton used to
enjoy playing in the play area
so when councillor Janice
Smith heard the news that he
had sadly passed away after a
battle with cancer, she asked
the parish council if a plaque
could be installed in the play
area. In May, family and
friends came to see the
plaque being ﬁtted. It was a
very touching moment to
remember Denver.
http://mattishallpc.info
Summer 2019

bonnet competition, an egg hunt, egg and spoon
race, tug of war and other fun games. We hope to
run this event again next year.

Come to Norfolk Day: Picnic and
children’s talent show on 27 July

The second Norfolk Day will be celebrated on
Saturday 27 July from 11 am to 3 pm at the village
green. Come along dressed in yellow and black
(those are the colours of the Norfolk ﬂag) and a
prize will be awarded for the best-dressed on the
day. There will be refreshments, a WI cake sale and
book stall, ice cream from Dann’s dairy, lots of
games, glitter tattoos, YMCA youth club, live music
with Lizzie and various stalls. Everyone is welcome
so please bring a picnic, chair/blanket and friends/
neighbours/family who wish to join in. To enter the
talent show, contact the clerk by 18 July.

August plans for the cemetery

This Summer, we plan to give the cemetery a facelift by having the railings and gate re-painted and
generally having a tidy-up. The work is due to be
carried out during the ﬁnal two weeks of August by
a team of people undertaking their community
service, supervised by the Norfolk and Suffolk
Probation Service.

Introducing our new parish councillor

Graham Clarke joined the council in June ﬁlling our
one vacancy. He has lived in Mattishall since March
2015 together with his
wife. His interests include
architecture, building
renovation, gardening,
reading and wine. He is
looking forward to
becoming more involved
with our local committees
and issues once he has
completed councillor
training.

clerk@mattishallpc.info
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Leonardo Da Vinci in
Amboise

B

eing an Italian, I had always assumed that Leonardo da Vinci died
in Italy……not so. François 1, King of France, was Leonardo’s
friend and patron in the final three years of his life. Leonardo
arrived in Amboise, in the Loire Valley, at the invitation of the King,
in 1516 and was given the Chåteau de Cloux as his residence.
The Chåteau had been built in 1471 as a summer residence for
the French kings. It is centred around an octagonal corner tower
containing a spiral staircase and two two-storey buildings radiate
from it at right angles. It stands 400m from the Royal Chåteau
d’Amboise on a small tributary of the River Loire. King François
held Leonardo in high esteem appointing him ‘first painter, architect
and engineer’, paying him 700 gold ecus a year and financing
his research. In return, he would visit Leonardo daily to discuss his
work.
When Leonardo arrived in France, he brought with him a small
retinue of ‘disciples’ and servants and three significant paintings
– Mona Lisa, The Virgin and Child with St. Anne and St. John the
Baptist.

In the extensive grounds, Leonardo’s garden has been re-planted
with the vegetables, herbs and flowers which he drew and studied;

Visiting Chåteau de Cloux today is a fascinating experience. Visitors
see Leonardo’s bedroom from where Leonardo had a fine view of
his patron’s Chåteau; his workshop, divided into three spaces (for
painting, sculpture and design); his study with its cabinet of curiosities
(including books, manuscripts, maps, measuring implements and
fossils); his reception room (the Great Hall); his kitchen (the realm
of his cook Mathurine). Leonardo was vegetarian.

8 sound-stations allow the visitor to hear Leonardo’s musings;

In the basement, there are 4 ‘model rooms’ where models of many
of Leonardo’s inventions are displayed, including the first tank,
automobile, swing bridge, paddle boat, flying machine, helicopter
and parachute. There are six 3D animations of how some of these
would work.

Leonardo died aged 67 on 2nd May 1519, leaving his manuscripts
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and there are 20 giant working models of his inventions, plus a
restaurant, gift shop, pigeon loft and mill.
Amboise itself is an attractive town and the Royal Chåteau can also
be visited.
and notebooks to his beloved disciple Francesco Melzi and his ‘fine
black wool coat with leather trimmings’ to his cook, Mathurine.
Anna English
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Reflections
Frank Sinatra had a few, Miss Otis one or more, and certainly I
have. Regrets I mean, but I've no idea what purpose they serve
nor how to banish them.
Memory is obviously essential to learning and ultimately survival,
but the utilisation of valuable neurons on the storage of regretted
omissions or commissions that lie way beyond redemption is
puzzling and irritating.
What does it matter that you didn't accept the invitation to join
Sheffield Cathedral Choir as a boy treble - particularly as it
was your parents who refused, convinced that the Luftwaffe had
a bomb with your name on it just waiting for you to visit the
city centre probably doesn't really qualify as a regret. The real
trauma followed when your voice broke and after squealing
like a stuck pig for a few weeks you ended up with a range of
two tones short of baritone but too high for a convincing bass.
Should you regret not having the operation?
The voice was deemed adequate by the Senior History master
to play the lead in the school play some time later, opposite a
very attractive tall, slim girl whom I would never have dared
to approach otherwise. In the play the aristocratic family,
with butler, maid and, conveniently, the local clergyman are
shipwrecked. The butler emerges as the alpha male, the tall,
attractive aristocratic, haughty girl softens and falls for him and
they even create pet names for each other. I won't issue a spoiler.
In the real world, living several miles apart and having no cars
or telephones, we met only at school. My cynical male elders
had alerted me to what they considered to be the dangers of
accepting invitations to tea. 'Feet under the table' a prelude to
'walking out', engagement, and then you were hooked. But in
the last week before she was due to depart to training college

in London, I accepted.
At the bus stop afterwards I realised that the time for action
had arrived and I was about to use the appropriate lines from
the play, "Dear Polly, I have grown to love you", when two
things happened. The lights of the last bus to get me into the
city in time for me to catch the last one home swept round the
corner and I recalled the next line, "Let us ask John Trehearne to
make us man and wife", and I was only seventeen. The moment
passed...
Or perhaps not.
Quantum mechanics is the bedrock of modern physics. It predicts
and explains the behaviour of atoms and the particles that make
them up, and we are all made of those, but there is no single
interpretation of the phenomenon itself that isn't as weird as the
process. The one proposed by Everett gives us hope. When a
quantum system is faced with a choice of alternatives it, and
the whole Universe splits into a number of realities equal to the
number of options, identical apart from the option.
Schrödinger’s cat ends up dead in one universe but hale and
hearty in another, a small boy braves the Blitz and, after singing
like an angel, becomes a resonant bass, one of whose proposals
is accepted by a beautiful young maiden and they live happily
ever after. But there is a snag. We as observers can live only in
the one universe and can't see the alternative realities.
Perhaps we should stop wasting time on regrets and get on with
the life that Fate has dealt us.
Gramps
For Hire

Welborne Village Hall

Fully equipped historic village hall perfect for many
small gatherings, meetings, parties, etc

• The ambience of the Victorian School but with
modern facilities.

• Fully equipped kitchen
• Digital projection and sound
• Open log fire for winter warmth
• Level access and facilities for the disabled
• Inexpensive hourly rental
go to www.welborne.org.uk to make bookings
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Summer Quiz

Miscellanea Production Schedule

Answers from the last issue
1) Venus 2) Trowbridge 3) The Living Daylights
4) Reg Dwight 5) James Hunt 6) M6 7) Coventry

to be ready
for w/c

Adverts and
payment
submitted by

Reports
& articles
submitted
by:

Printed and
ready for
delivery

16th
September
2019

19th August

26th August

16th
September

25th
November
2019

28th
October

4th
November

25th
November

23rd March
2020

24th
February

2nd March

23rd March

22nd June
2020

25th May

1st June

22nd June

8) Countdown 9) Maidenhead 10) 29,028 feet
Congratulations to Julia Beear who got all right
and won the £5 voucher.
Please submit your answers to miscadvert@yahoo.com by
31st July for a chance to win another £5 gift voucher.
1. Which 3 years have England lost the cricket World Cup
final?
2. Who is our longest serving king since 1066?
3. Which is the closest city to Tristan da Cunha?
4. Boris Johnson is MP for where?
5. W is the chemical symbol for which element?
6. The Greek alphabet contains how many letters?
7. Electrical resistance is measured in what?
8. The sun gives us which vitamin?
9. Duran Duran’s lead singer is?
10. Tie break question! The world’s population as at 11:15
30/5/19 (when I wrote the quiz!)
Quizmaster: B O Bear

SUNNYSIDE FURNITURE
& PROPERTY SERVICES

Our advertising rates per issue are:
size

black and white

colour

1/8 page

£20

£30

1/4 page

£35

£52.50

1/2 page

£65

£97.50

Full page

£125

£187.50

BESPOKE PERIOD JOINERY MADE AND FITTED

English Oak Specialist for Hand-made Panelling, Stairs,
Doors and Floors
Fitted and Free-Standing Kitchens made and installed.
Solid Hardwood Plank Worktops
Complete Bathroom Service: fitting of new fixtures, tiling
and plumbing
ALSO PERIOD PROPERTY RESTORATION including sash
window repair and restoration.

Over 25 years experience
Sunnyside, 39 Dereham Road, Mattishall
Tel/fax: 01362 850579 or Mob: 07799024900
Email: kevin@sunnysidefurniture.com
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We offer 5% discount if you pay annually in advance.

Contact details:
Telephone Anne on 01362 858744 or 07515417225
Email miscadvert@yahoo.com
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Mattishall
Primary at
Norwich Open
Studios

M

attishall Primary School took part
in the Norfolk and Norwich Open
Studios Exhibition and displayed
a range of artwork, from across the year
groups. Every class created pieces of
art, focussed around the theme ‘Nature’.
Different media was used in each class such
as; natural objects, clay, plastic and fabric. The children
displayed their work for people to view in the school grounds
and parents and families enjoyed viewing their wonderful
art pieces. The children were really proud of their work and
loved having their work available for others to see.

Summer 2019
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Littleproud
Independent & Son
Family Funeral Directors

SERVING THE MID-NORFOLK DISTRICTS
• Personally supervised by the Littleproud
family & dedicated staff for 80 years
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
• Traditional service at a reasonable cost

Tel: 01362 695458 (24hrs)
South Green, Dereham, NR19 1PU

Tel: 01760 440269 (24hrs)
Our family
taking care
of your family

19

Hale Road, Bradenham, IP25 7RA

~2016
36

80

www.littleproud-funerals.co.uk

PMR HAULAGE LTD

22 FARROW CLOSE MATTISHALL
DEREHAM NORFOLK NR20 3SZ

07702 455 975
01362 850892

JOIN
NOW

reynolds.t@hotmail.co.uk

TRACy REyNOLDS
Delivery of all types of

SHINGLE, SAND, BALLAST, HOGGIN,
HARDCORE & TOPSOIL

9-hole/18 tee course Professional tuition Practice range

