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Christmas is Coming!

We would love to see more of your photographs!



2 Miscellanea

Hair By Ruth
....in the comfort of your own home

Telephone 01362 858936
Mobile 07748 664011
Email    hairdresserruth@gmail.com

Member of the FHBF
Cookers & 

Dishwashers

Repairs to:

	  

 
 

Experienced team of Chartered Physiotherapists, 
 Registered with the Health Care Professions Council 

 

We can help with:  
Headaches, dizziness, Neck and arm pain,  

Spinal pain, Pelvic Girdle pain,  Sports injuries,   
Male & female continence problems.  

And many more……… 
 

CLINICAL PILATES CLASSES  
 

 Clinic at Leys Farm,  
Hockering  NR20 3JE

 

01603 881184 
Early & late appointments available 

 

www.parkphysiotherapy.co.uk 

Firewood Logs
Seasoned and ready to burn. 

Mixed hardwood in trailer loads. Can be 
delivered at times to suit you or collected by 

appointment. All locally grown in our own 
sustainable, well-managed woodlands. 

Anthony Meynell, 
Berry Hall Woodlands, Honingham. 

Tel: 01603 880541
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Choice celebrations!  2019 might be called a real 
choice year.  UK citizens are invited to choose a new 
government at a ‘Christmas Cracker’ of an election on 

December 12th (the first winter election in almost 100 years).  
Last date for registering to vote to take part in the General 
Election is before midnight on Tuesday 26 November.  Voting 
by post is an easy and convenient way of voting if you are 
unable to get to the polling station at Church Rooms on the 
Dereham Road and you don’t have to give a reason.  You can 
find full details on the Breckland website www.breckland.
gov.uk  or visit the offices at Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, 
Dereham NR19 1EE. 

Many of us might have chosen to enjoy events on Mattishall’s Village Green this year which 
included the second Norfolk Day event. Now in its 12th year of providing another focus for 
village celebrations, the Green’s area and surrounding shared-ownership terraced houses, 
together with the newly opened playground, owe their existence to the work of a dedicated 
group of villagers and Parish Councillors (some no longer with us) whose vision and enthusiasm 
has added new opportunities for Mattishall life and relaxation.  Again this year, we were all 
invited to gather on the Green at the village War Memorial and mark the 100th anniversary 
of Remembrance Day to give thanks for the sacrifice of those who died in war. The lighting of 
our Christmas tree on the Green is now a popular opportunity to celebrate, socialise and sing.  
It takes place this year on Sunday 1st December at 4.0pm. 

Choice.  There is certainly plenty of choice to socialise, celebrate and enjoy some good food 
over the next few weeks with great menus at all our village eateries.  You can visit our last 
remaining Mattishall pub, meet the new landlords and enjoy the grub at the Swan; try the 
excellent seasonal fayre at Tabnabs (which is now licenced) and enjoy the festive menu at Café 
Verde. There’s more celebrations at the Mattishall Sports and Social Club who are enjoying 
30 years in the village.  Oh, and there’s a chance to enjoy a lunch at the Memorial Hall on 
Christmas Day (see p. 5).

While 2019 has marked many anniversaries, there will be lots more in 2020.  There’s the 
75th anniversary of VE Day on 8th – 10th May, the 80th anniversary of Dunkirk on 26th 
May – 4th June, VJ Day on 14th – 16th August and Battle of Britain from 10th July – 31st 
October.  Breckland Council has officially launched a WWII Commemoratory Grant Scheme 
which will provide grants of up to £500 for community projects and celebratory events that 
will commemorate these anniversaries.  The scheme is part of a £30,000 grant set aside to 
support community events and open to Breckland registered charities, constituted community 
groups, Town and Parish councils, Schools providing community activity, Not for profit social 
enterprise, community interest companies and Church/ PCC for secular projects.  The deadline 
for applications is 31st January 2020.

This seems a long letter and it has been a long year for me personally; not full of celebration 
and with plenty of sadness.  But Christmas marks the birth of new hope for the world and light 
on a darkening horizon.  Will there be a new government or a hung-parliament?  Will your 
favourite department store survive the high-street closures? Will it be a ‘White Christmas’? 
Whatever your wishes, Santa might put some hope in your stocking for the year ahead.

Happy Christmas from me and the Miscellanea team.

From the EditorMiscellanea
Editorial Team

Editor Eileen Conway 
(01362) 858271

email: econway50@btinternet.com

Assistant Editor & Advertising 
Anne Jackson 

(01362) 858744
email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Distribution Liz Hunton 
(01362) 850491

Article Contributors

Chris Bailie
B.O. Bear

Tina Cooper
Anna English

Gramps
Lizzie Hawkins

Shirley Hayward
Lizzie Hunton

Doris Rich
Ronald Watson

Alan Wilson

from an idea by Evelyn Hunt and 
Loraine Gunsel

© Miscellanea
(original items not otherwise indicated)

Any views expressed in Miscellanea 
are not necessarily those of the 

publishers or the editorial team. Whilst 
every effort is made to ensure accuracy, 

we cannot accept responsibility 
for errors or omissions. We cannot 

guarantee the goods or services offered 
by advertisers.

Your customers have just 
read this advert

Make sure they are reading about your 
business in the next issue

 

  Anne Jackson  01362 858744

	

	

CHIMNEY	SPECIALIST	
Brian	Lansdale	

BUILDER	
9	Cherry	Tree	Close	
MATTISHALL	

Dereham	

MOB:	07799355146									Home:	01362	288068	
brianlansdale@gmail.com	
lansdalechimneybuildersandrepairs.co.uk	
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Our lady from  
the library
Not all Shh and Shakespeare

Such is the motto of our library where we like to think of 
ourselves as more a Community Hub than a depository 
for dusty old tomes for crusty old-folks. That is until this 

spring when the staff in the children’s department decided that 
Shakespeare was getting a bit of a raw deal and the children of 
the parish deserved to be introduced positively to the bard, our 
strap line being a tad pejorative. 

A workshop was arranged for librarians and managers to 
attend, there to be trained in the ways of bringing Shakespeare 
to the minor masses. They chose ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
as the most suitable introduction, containing as it does fewer 
beheadings and sword fights than many other plays.

Well that proved very enjoyable, as we were given a rough script 
with directorial instructions and hints at dress and make-up. We 
performed our own little mini plays dressing in old curtains for 
cloaks; crowns and waving the flower of idleness about with gay 
abandon. This was when we realised that each separate one of 
us was to go back to our original libraries and not only learn 
the play inside out but direct small children playing all the parts. 
Can I just say that this was the point at which I thought I’d been 
stitched up: On my own with about twenty children and my own 
hand made props. I quailed.

We were each given the inevitable handout with an amended 
storyline and directions to take away with us and panic over. It 
was then time to discuss with my own manager how I was going 
to produce a play fit for children with the meagre resources I 
had. I was promised a teenage volunteer on props and crafts 
and management support on juice, Jaffa cakes and stage 
setting. I enlisted the help of an old friend and art teacher to 
help me knock up a couple of crowns and headbands and a 
fetching fairy wand. We discussed numbers and age groups 
and followed the directive from on high that children of reading 
age would be preferable as I had lines for them to speak, but 
that was only for guidance. We had a craft kit pack too, with 
‘make your own Shakespeare’s birthplace cottage’ as well as 
the rather less complex colouring-in sheets of characters from the 
play. Colour your own Bottom went down well.

So came the day itself. We had ten children booked, which 
meant each would get a part and all would go well. As we 
waited for our actors to appear, we had telephoned apologies 
from two cast members. Ok that was still doable. We waited a 
little longer until we had a measly six children over six years old 
and a smattering of parents. I glided amongst them in my most 
sparkling costume, a sort of honorary fairy, and tried to hand 
out costumes and hats. Two children wouldn’t let go of mum’s 
knee and two agreed to wear Helena and Hermia Alice bands 
but wouldn’t actually move at all. I draped a pink feather boa on 
little Evie’s neck to be Titania and she removed it gently only to 
pick off the feathers for the duration of the play. I suppose Trevor 
Nunn had such days. 

Delightful little Charlie jumped up to be Puck, Lysander and 
Bottom as he was quite versatile and keen not to be typecast at 
such an early age. Our teenage volunteer donned Demetrius’s 
cape and since no one else would, I put Oberon’s crown on my 
own head and took command. We were a cast.

“ This play” I announced, “is a love story.” The adults said ahh 
and the children, yuk! I encouraged this response each time I 
said the word love and it caused a few titters and fulfilled my 
brief for audience participation.

“It all takes place in Athens,” cue Charlotte the volunteer walking 
up and down in front of the gathered children with a beautiful 
picture. “ so, let’s all put on our sunglasses and factor fifty.” We 
mimed as much.

“Hermia and Lysander are in love (ahh: yuk) but Hermia’s father 
doesn’t want her to marry Lysander, so they run off into the 
forest.” This constitutes two small, artificial Christmas trees.

“The course of love never did run smooth,” said Charlie in 
costume as Lysander as he dragged a reluctant Hermia nearer 
to the trees. 

Now we all made the sounds of the forest: the wind, the wolves, 
the foxes, the owls: it was a cacophony until I mentioned the 
slugs. Now it was time for Hermia to tell her best friend forever 
Helena, that she and Lysander were eloping, and I got both girls 
giggling and whispering in a huddle. The trouble is that Helena 
also brings Demetrius up to speed and he goes chasing after the 
pair of lovers ahh:yuk keep audience awake, this is a tricky bit 
plot wise as Demetrius was supposed to be marrying Hermia, 
so that’s why he gives chase, closely followed by Helena who 
secretly loves  Demetrius. He’s not keen on Helena and Charlie, 
already loaded with parts, allows Charlotte to say Demetrius’s 
words “I love thee not, therefore pursue me not.” By this time 
the two girls are joining in and enjoying dashing between me – 
Athens and the Christmas tree forest. Who said no running in the 
library, there’s love at stake here!

Meanwhile Oberon and Titania have fallen out and I, in my tiny 
crown, stand aloof before little Evie in the pink boa saying “Proud 
Titania!” to which her mother responds, “Jealous Oberon!” as 
Evie casually plucks another feather off.

Now Oberon (me) orders his magical servant Puck to fetch 
a special flower that makes people fall in love with whatever 
creature they first see when opening their eyes. So, Charlie 
discards his cloak as I wave the flower about and heads to the 
props table for Puck’s green headdress.

“ I’ll put a girdle round the earth in 40 minutes.” He giggles as 
he runs circles around us.

Oberon happens to overhear Helena (now quite animated and 
happy) pleading with Demetrius to love her and becomes angry 
with him and orders Puck to use the flower on Demetrius while 
he sleeps. I remind them all that we are in the forest at night and 
everyone’s asleep apart from the animals and the sounds of the 
forest which we re-enact, but without the slugs.

Oberon cheekily, although I suppose he has the royal prerogative, 
borrows the flower from Puck and uses it on Titania while she is 
sleeping and announces, “Wake when some vile thing is near.”

Unluckily Puck has espied a harmless weaver sitting on his 
three-legged stool mending my second-best bathmat and puts 
a magical spell on him, turning his head into that of an ass 
(little Daniel was happy enough to be Puck for this confusion of  
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Charlie’s parts) I couldn’t make an ass’s head so trundled around 
Poundland knowing that that as it was close to Easter, they might 
have bunny-related props. I purchased a set of bunny ears 
thinking hard about artistic license and  from which I removed 
the caption ‘Hen Fairy’ (It was in the adult section alongside 
sashes with dubious slogans). 

Well Bottom distresses his workmates, the rustics, and he runs 
off as they scream at the sight. My cast titter a little so I goad 
them on, 

“That’s not a scream,” to which they respond with ear-splitting 
shrieks that alas wake a nearby baby who out screams us all. 
Titania awakes and upon seeing this chap with the head of an 
ass responds

“What angel wakes me from my flowery bed?” Evie goes on 
plucking as Charlie/Lysander/Puck says

“My mistress with a monster is in love,” And even Evie and the 
little lad who won’t let go of mum laugh.

It all gets a bit confusing at this point and rather than have 
the poor beleaguered cast enact it I read from my notes that 
Puck has anointed the wrong young Athenian’s eyes and now 
Lysander and not Demetrius was drugged by a love potion and 
loved Helena too.

“Lord what fools these mortals be,” chuckles Puck as he swaps 
his cloak for the headdress.

So, we have two young gentlemen chasing after Helena while 
Hermia makes her thoughts known,

“Oh me, you juggler, you canker- blossom!” 

I suggest they use this insult at school because even if it doesn’t 
hurt it will definitely confuse.

Our young protagonists are all worn out by this time and fall 
asleep in the forest. Puck puts an anti-love potion onto Lysander’s 
eyes which is a directorial nightmare as Charlie plays both, so I 
step in to do Puck’s work, after all I am the King of the fairies, I 
remind them. I, as Oberon then whisk Titania away to the fairy 
kingdom. Evie has no desire to be whisked anywhere but offers 
me a pink feather…close enough.

I say majestically “Now, until the break of day. Through the 
house each fairy stray.”

And we all heave a sigh of relief as lovely Puck comes and 
stands by my side to utter the final words

“If we shadows have offended,  

Think but this and all is mended,

That you have but slumber’d here,

While these visions did appear.”

He and I give each other a high five and we move on to juice and 
Jaffa cakes. I clear up the props with Charlotte’s help and stage 
manager keeps an eye on the refreshments then covers some 
children’s tables with crafty Shakespeare things to make and do, 
including colouring felt tips glitter glue and pipe cleaners. I had 
templates for character finger puppets, and we had a dozen 
card crowns to decorate with stick on jewels. Everyone joins in 
this bit and we feel as if we’ve delivered our rather tricky brief 
without loss of life or limb although we’ve been picking up stray 
pink feathers ever since.

But never again …unless there’s fake blood and maybe swords.

        Tina Cooper 

No one should eat Christmas Dinner alone 

so I would like to invite anyone alone or homeless 
to join me for a 3 Course meal at Mattishall Memorial Hall  

on Christmas Day at 2pm 
if you would like to join me for the meal or  

if you would like to help in one way or another 
Please contact me, Ashley Ford, on 07990 666769

and let anyone know who may be interested 
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In the Beginning Was the 
Word
"With 25 lead soldiers I will conquer the world".
Nobody knows who first said these words, but there seems little 
exaggeration in the phrase about the alphabet moulded into sticks 
of metal type.  But it could be said that printing has changed the 
relationship between people, their universe and surroundings. 

The technique of duplicating images goes back several thousand 
years to the Sumerians (c. 3000 BC), who engraved designs and 
inscriptions on cylinder seals usually made of stone which, when 
rolled over soft clay tablets, left relief impressions. These ancients 
conceived not only the idea of the multiplication of images but also 
the mechanical principle of the roller, which in more sophisticated 
form became the printing press.  Printing with an image on stone 
and wood block continued for centuries throughout Asia and China. 

More than six centuries after its invention in the east, the technique 
of printing from wood blocks was introduced into Europe.  As in 
the east, the images were printed by the simple method of laying a 
piece of paper on a carved and inked block and then rubbing its 
back to transfer the ink.  In the middle ages individual documents 
and books had been created by scribes and monks often on velum 
held mostly by church and crown (Acts of Parliament in Britain today 
are still printed on this fine calf-skin).  The main market for printed 
goods was holy images for sale to pilgrims; playing cards were 
another early part of the western trade that the new technology 
allowed.  

It is Johannes Gutenberg who is usually cited as the inventor of the 
printing press and this German goldsmith's 15th-century contribution 
to the technology was revolutionary, enabling the mass production 
of books and the rapid dissemination of knowledge throughout 
Europe.  

Gutenberg determined that to speed up the printing process, he 
would need to break the conventional wooden blocks down into their 
individual components — lower-and upper-case letters, punctuation 
marks, etc.  He cast these movable blocks of letters and symbols out 
of various metals, including lead, antimony and tin.  He also created 
his own ink using linseed oil and soot which was a development that 
represented a major improvement over the water-based inks.  But 
what really set Gutenberg apart from his predecessors in Asia was 
his development of a press that mechanized the transfer of ink from 
movable type to paper.

By adapting the screw mechanisms found in wine presses, 
papermakers' presses and linen presses, Gutenberg developed a 
press perfectly suited for printing. This first printing-press allowed 
for an assembly-line style production process that was much more 
efficient than pressing paper to ink by hand.  For the first time in 
history, books could be mass-produced and at a fraction of the cost 
of conventional printing methods.  As literacy increased later in the 
15th century, the advances made in Germany rapidly transformed 
printing from a cottage industry to a cornerstone of western 
civilization when the mass production of printed material was made 
possible. 

The printed book assembled hundreds of words on paper in a fraction 
of the time that a copyist could and began to change the way the 
whole world behaved.  No more 
were books handwritten volumes 
of knowledge chained up in 
libraries; dangerous knowledge 
was no longer in the control of the 
church and those close to power.  
Reading, which for centuries had 
mostly been done out loud in the 
courts of kings and the halls of 
monasteries, became a private 
pursuit.  Scientific thought threw 
off the ‘yoke’ of church and state 

censorship.  Books 
provoked dialogue 
and discovery and 
so did the ideas 
which writers, 
philosophers and 
poets could put 
forward.  Human 
sensibility itself 
began to change. 
The development of 
printing technology 
also allowed a dramatic advance for the advertising industry here 
in Britain where it has formed a major part of the capitalist economy 
for at least three centuries. One of the main forms of advertising 
in the 18th century and still in use today, was the trade card.  This 
small card described a single product or service and was given to 
customers in the hope that they would use it to recommend these 
to their friends. Posters fastened to the side of buildings and shops 
were also widely used to describe products or services to be found 
there.  Examples of these early forms of advertising can be seen on 
Mattishall shops at the turn of the last century on our village website: 
www.mattishall-village.co.uk. 
Since the 20th century Commercial Offset Printing has been the 
standard printing method used around the world.  Also called offset 
lithography, this new production method saw a huge increase in 
the mass production of printed material used by businesses and 
organizations of all types, including the magazine you are reading 
now.  Offset lithography operates on a simple principle: ink and 
water don't mix. Image information (art and text) is put on thin 
metal plates which are dampened by water and ink by rollers on 
the press. The oil-based ink adheres to the image area, the water to 
the non-image area. The inked area is then transferred to a rubber 
cylinder or "blanket" and then onto the paper as it passes around 
the blanket. The process is called "offset" since the image doesn't 
go directly from the plates to the paper, but is offset or transferred to 
another surface as an intermediary.  
Advertising became a major marketing force as agencies organized 
in the mid-19th century, primarily using newspapers and magazines 
as vehicles. Towards the end of the century, home-based British 
advertising agencies were swallowed up and became branches of 
international firms. But London remained one of the world's most 
important advertising centres.
The advances in colour printing offered an additional element to 
the Sunday Newspaper in Britain.  The 1960’s saw the launch of 
the first colour supplements from the Sunday Times and Observer 
newspapers as well as the now defunct East Anglian Magazine 
which had a two-colour front in the 1960’s.  These primary source 
materials offer a fascinating insight into the concerns and pleasures 
of post-war Britain’s consumer society.  Their articles and images 
also encourage a nostalgic journey for ‘baby-boomers’ and the 
elements which may have influenced their development.   
From discussions on the contraceptive pill to images of bell-bottom 
trousers, mini-skirts and hot pants; as well as the best affordable 
executive or family car, the latest stereo equipment and flat-pack 
furniture; the most stylish lighter or safest, coolest brand of cigarette 
and  the latest colour television, the images from these 1960’s and 
1970’s magazines showcase the increasingly consumer society of 
post-war Britain. Choice. There was plenty of choice.  The dramatic 

development in printing 
technology in the 1970’s
Just as the radio and 
television of this period 
of British culture offered 
a vehicle for the 
revolutionary  transmission 
of information, 
entertainment as well 
as the sale of consumer 
goods, the digital 
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revolution today has transformed the way we produce, transmit 
and share images and ideas from our own personal everyday lives, 
offering another element for the marketing industry. 
The social impact of printing has been profound; its influence on the 
world might provide a parallel with the internet and 3D printing of 
our 21st century.   
In the 20th century advertising grew rapidly with new technologies 
providing fresh vehicles such as direct mail, radio and television.  
The post-WW2 saw a growth in prosperity and the market for 
consumer goods. This period also saw a boom in the number of jobs 
available to young, single women as well as labour-saving devices 
for the housewife. More girls went on to higher education and in 
1962 there when there were over 26,000 girls at university. Having 
lived away from home and with greater intellectual and financial 
independence, many women could now have aspirations beyond 
being a wife or mother. Advertisers celebrated these ‘new’ women 
in a bid for their cash.  
Radical changes have come recently with the advent of the Internet 
and smart phones, which offer new platforms for advertisers.  
Specialist glossy supplements, devoted to a single interest, are 
favourite among weekend newspapers today who seem locked in a 
battle for readers. The Daily Telegraph has now launched a biannual 
food magazine and published a men's fashion title in addition to 
occasional guides to travel, style and luxury goods.  By capitalising 
on Saturday morning TV cookery shows, the Daily Telegraph now 
hopes to vie with the established Observer Food Monthly for ad 
revenues.  The second colour supplement to launch in the 1960’s, 
the Observer now comes with a themed supplement with every 
issue, while the Financial Times' ‘How To Spend It’ publishes about 
20 editions a year. The Independent has experimented with both a 
music mag on Fridays and a photography supplement. 
Although our smart-phones and other techno-gadgets continue to 
grow in popularity, it seems the magazine, including Miscellanea, 
still has a market in the 21st century digital world.

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Heart	Healthy	Exercise	Classes	
Mondays	9.30	–	10.30	and	10.45	–	11.45am,		

Tuesdays	6	–	7pm,	Wednesdays	10	–	11am	Mattishall	Memorial	Hall	
Keep	your	heart	healthy	with	low	impact	exercise	classes.	

GP	referral	available.		
For	more	info	or	to	join	contact	Sue:	07786974907	

suebennett21@btinternet.com	
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Come and join us,
at our next meeting, 

where a friendly
welcome awaits you.

Speakers and Subjects

* * * * * * * * * *

December 11th 2019
'Christmas Meeting'
Entertainment By

'The Broads'

 * * * * * * * * * *

January 8th 2020
'Members Meeting'

**********

For more information
please contact either

Jackie Tooke
01362 858447
Pat Hamilton
01362 850286

Scrabble

Speakers

MATTISHALL W.I.MATTISHALL W.I.

WalksTen Pin 
Bowling

Garden Meeting

Refreshments Bridge Club

Quizzes

INSPIRING WOMENINSPIRING WOMEN

OF ALL AGESOF ALL AGES

In Raleigh's footsteps
'Whose cock is it?' Maureen enquired
As she waited, suitably attired,
To send up her first wood;
(Surely it must be good;
Her bowling is hugely admired).

Her first shot went terribly long,
(She knew, of course, what she'd done wrong).
'Your green was just great,
Take a yard off your weight'
Yelled the skipper, 'You're much too strong'.

Next up was her husband, Jack,
Whose bowl knocked the cock right back
Towards hers, which now took
The lead by a fluke;
Putting her team back on track.

It is typical; during an end,
As the players each try to send
Their woods within range,
The whole game can change
Into something they didn't intend.

Some players are very high-fliers,
Others can struggle, and try as
They may, don't quite get it
And growl 'Oh forget it'
When it dawns that they've used the wrong bias.

Ron Watson 
From his latest book Poems from a Life
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FLUTE LESSONS
Exam Coaching 
or play for fun.

All ages welcome
Linda Roy DipLCM 
Tel: 01362 850968 
Mob: 07791 395364

New Publicans at the 
Swan
Michael and Pamela Heavey look forward to welcoming 
villagers to Mattishall’s last remaining Public House

Opening hours remain the same with hot food served until 
2.30 There are plans for a luncheon club with changing 
menus serving traditional food as well as wedding receptions 
next year

Thursday Coffee Morning group enjoy their lunch at the Swan

December 12th meeting will be at All Saints while the Church 
Rooms are used as a polling station. 

Telephone: 01760 722168
Mobile: 07785 746682

email: joesisto@aol.com

Are	  you	  a	  budding	  journalist	  or	  	  
just	  like	  writing	  for	  pleasure?	  

	  
Miscellanea	  is	  looking	  for	  new	  

talent	  to	  contribute	  with	  a	  regular	  
slot	  or	  one-‐off	  articles	  –	  please	  
contact	  Eileen	  Conway	  with	  your	  

ideas	  and	  get	  your	  pen	  –	  or	  should	  I	  
say	  keyboard,	  busy!	  
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Stephen Garner 
Digger Hire, Landscape,

Driveways, Paving, Concreting
Property Maintenance, Fencing

Gates made to measure
Firewood 

Tel:07594 617511

 general plumbing   overflows
 leaks   showers fitted and repaired
 burst pipes   toilets   bathrooms
 taps   radiators and valves fitted

Call Adrian on 01362 694286 /  07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk

www.amhplumbing.co.uk

Specialising in small jobs

Call Adrian on 01362 694286 /  07951 114440
enquiries@amhplumbing.co.uk

www.amhplumbing.co.uk

 leaks, overflows & burst pipes
 taps repaired & replaced   outside taps

 toilets repaired   ball valves
 washing machines & dishwashers plumbed in

 showers fitted & repaired 
 bathrooms fitted & tiled

Macmillan Coffee 
morning at Roots
A Big Thank You – to all who supported Kim at Roots 
for the Macmillan coffee morning on 27th September and 
a special thanks to Jo Arnoup who provided the coffee. The 
event was very well attended and £326 was raised for this 
worthy cause.
Some will be interested to know that Kim is getting married 
on 20th December and if you would like to give her a send-
off, she will be leaving from her salon!

Transformative Life 
Experience
Nowadays, some of our youngsters have the opportunity to 
visit and work in a third-world country when they are in the 
Vth or lower IVth form at High School, but this experience 
does not come cheap! Our grandsons, William and Freddie, 
have to raise £4,000 each before next summer in order to 
go to Tanzania and Cambodia respectively. William did a 
sponsored cycle ride from York to Derby (where he lives) with 
his Dad. He has made and sold mead and is looking for a 
Saturday job. Freddie did a sponsored Three Peaks walk, 
had a stall at a local Primary School Fete (where he lives in 
Cambridge), does a daily paper-round and offers to feed 
pets when people are away on holiday. But £4,000 is a big 
ask. So we grannies decided to hold a coffee morning/bring 
and buy to help them along.

On Tuesday 22nd October, the Mattishall Church Rooms 
were buzzing with people enjoying coffee and cake and 
each others’ company. We would like to say A VERY BIG 
THANK YOU to everyone who came along and so generously 
supported the event. We raised an amazing £180 for each 
of the two boys. Freddie and William will be teaching in 
Cambodia/Tanzania. Seeing first hand how communities 
in the third world survive with so little is a transformative 
experience, enabling them to appreciate how very lucky we 
are to live where we do.

Anna English & Chris Bailie.
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 We are your local affordable and friendly 
Unisex Hair Salon offering a professional 
service including Nails. 
 
Gift Vouchers available along with a range 
of Christmas Gifts while stocks last. 

  
5 Mill Street, Mattishall,  

 Norfolk, NR20 3QG 
 

Appointments  
Available  

Salon Open  
 Tuesday — Saturday 

(closed Sun/Mon)  

Merry Christmas to all our clients  
and thank you for your support in 
2019  

TUFTED INTERIORS
39 Norwich Street

Dereham
Tel: 01362 695632

WE DON’T DABBLE
WE SPECIALISE IN FLOORING

With over 35 years experience in 
the flooring trade selling, laying and 
surveying, plus our vast selection 

of patterns in every type of flooring, 
come to the specialists.

So for all Your Carpet, Vinyls etc. Consult

THE EXPERTS
HOME VISITS ARRANGED DAY, 

EVENING OR WEEKEND TO SUIT
CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY

GORDON BARBER
FUNERAL HOME

43 Norwich Road, Dereham, NR20 3AS

Aletia Parker, Funeral Arranger at Gordon Barber Funeral Home, Dereham

‘Providing the very best
care in funeral service’

“Quiet guidance, gentle words and our 
professional knowledge will help you 
make the right decisions for you and 
your family.” Rachael Barber

Telephone 01362 700505
www.gordonbarber.co.uk

FREE CUSTOMER PARKING WITH DISTINCTION
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Desert Island Discs…..
Last issue we introduced our 
own version of Desert Island 
Discs and we are now pleased 
to include Anna English and 
her chosen pieces of music. 
Here is a little information 
from Anna about herself…….

“I was born and brought up in 
Surrey, marrying my teacher 
husband in 1962 and moving 
to Malta in 1966 to work with 
the Armed Services Schools. 
Two of our daughters were 
born there. We moved back to England in 1973, but not to 
Surrey where the house prices were astronomical. We found 
a house in Mattishall and have lived in the village ever since. 
I began teaching in the area, working in Dereham, Shipdham 
and finally in Mattishall Middle School between 1984 and 
2000 as Deputy Headteacher and Acting Headteacher. Now 
happily retired, I enjoy various activities within this thriving 
village and beyond.”

1. I was born during World War 2 and some of my 
earliest memories are of my mother singing popular 
songs of the time, as she went about her daily chores. 
Consequently, I developed, early, a good memory for 
tunes and the words that went with them – and there 
were some great tunes – largely sentimental, slow and 
expressing the longing which many felt for those who 
had gone to war, or those they had left behind and 
may never see again. I could choose from any of the 
following: 
As Time Goes By 
I’ll be Seeing You 
I’ll be with you in Apple Blossom Time  
Long Ago and Far Away 
The Very Thought of You 
We’ll Meet Again 
You’ll Never Know

2. This was also the era of the Big Bands – Glen Miller, 
Henry Hall….. Glen Miller’s ‘In the Mood’ would 
have to feature.

3. In my teens and, indeed, ever since, I developed a liking 
for Traditional Jazz and there were some great bands 
around – some still exist, like Chris Barber’s Band. 
This music is so catchy and joyful that it was a great 
tonic after the privations of the War. Perhaps I’d choose 
‘Onions.’

4. One of the great morale boosters after such a grim 
period was The Goons – I’d love a selection of their 
manic humour.

5. I was married in 1962 – very much the era of The 
Beatles – very hard to choose from among their earlier 
tracks – maybe ‘Yesterday’.

6. Between 1966 and 1973 we lived in Malta, working with 
the Army Children’s Schools. Two of our three daughters 
were born on the sovereign base of Mtarfa. ‘Annie’s 
Song’ always reminds me of our very happy time there.

7. Bill plays the guitar and, whilst in Malta, we joined a Folk 
Club and performed there occasionally – songs like ‘The 
Streets of London.’

8. Whilst in Malta, we joined The Malta Choral Society and 
I began to appreciate classical music. We still sing with a 
choir – The MidNorfolk Singers – and I have learnt many 
classical pieces over the past 50 years. The first one I got 
to know was Handel’s ‘Messiah.’

9. If I were to be marooned for a long time on this island, I 
would need a long and complicated work to get to know. 
Bach is a master of complex music and I would take his 
‘Matthew Passion.’

10. Finally, I would need the sound of human voices and of 
laughter. So, in addition to the Goons, I would take ‘A 
Quiet Night Out’ by Peter Skellern and Richard 
Stilgoe – an hilarious dig at us, the Brits.
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Cabbages and Kings
A talk by Barbara Miller
It may surprise you to learn that Norwich has been visited by 
royalty from the time of Boudica, Queen of the Iceni tribe (when the 
Romans occupied Britain), to the present day, with visits from Queen 
Elizabeth II.
In the past, when communication was so much more difficult, Kings 
and Queens had to spend a lot of time travelling around the country 
to establish their power bases and re-establish law and order after 
periodic riots or epidemics. Some royal visitors benefited the City 
– such as King Alfred, who established a Royal Mint in Norwich – 
but the visits were always very expensive for the inhabitants and 
sometimes benefited no one other than the royal person him or 
herself.
In the middle of the 10th century, King Alfred’s son, King Athelstan 
became the first King of the whole of England uniting the small 
kingdoms which had existed for centuries. He was responsible for 
establishing Shire Reeves (or sheriffs) and confirming Norwich’s 
Royal Mint. Other royal visitors were decidedly unwelcome. In 
1004, King Swain of Norway, sailed up the river to Norwich 
and burnt it to the ground. Later, however, he returned to set up 
settlements between Norwich and the coast. Village names ending 
in ‘by’ or ‘thorpe’ denote Viking origins. Swain’s son King Canute – 
he of turning back the tide fame – was a more benign ruler.
From the time of the Norman invasion (1066), King William 
enforced his authority on the country by building castles in key areas 
and Norwich’s Castle was, from its outset, a Royal Castle. Herbert 
de Losinga (who founded Norwich Cathedral) paid William Rufus 
£1000 for the position of Bishop of Norwich on the understanding 
that he would build a cathedral. This was an enormous sum of 
money in the 12th century. Bribery is not a new thing! In 1094, 
Richard I gave Norwich its Royal Charter, bestowing on the city the 
same privileges that London enjoyed.
People in the Middle Ages were very superstitious and interpreted 
a violent storm in December 1231 as a portent of evil to come. 
Sure enough, there was a devastating drought the following 
year, followed by disease among the population. The Bishop of 
Norwich at the time excommunicated the City, blaming the people’s 
godlessness for the disasters. This led to riots and the stripping of the 
lead from the cathedral roof – the Norman monks who lived there 
had always been unpopular. Henry III paid a visit to the City, lifting 
the excommunication, but the City still had to pay 3000 marks for 
the replacement lead.
Edward I visited Norwich three times – he spent Easter 1277 in his 
Royal Castle and returned for the enthronement of a new bishop the 
following year. In 1284, he spent Lent in Norwich collecting taxes.
The 14th century was a turbulent time with mixed fortunes for 
Norwich and its inhabitants. Edward III declared Norwich a ‘staple 
town’ ie. one whose wealth was built on wool. He came to inspect 
the city walls and in 1346 his wife, Queen Philippa encouraged the 
City authorities to invite Flemings to the City, to bring new skills into 
the wool-trade. By this time, the Castle had ceased to be a Royal 
Residence and had become a prison.
The Black Death which reached the City in 1348 wiped out many 
of the clergy, along with their parishioners and Norwich’s Bishop 
Bateman founded Trinity Hall College in Cambridge to train more 

priests. In the mid 14th century, the Black Prince visited Norwich 
to launch new boats and to joust. He celebrated mass in the small 
church of St. Simon and St. Jude at the bottom of Elm Hill, facing the 
Maid’s Head Hotel. The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 was brutally put 
down by Bishop Dispenser and Richard II then visited the City to re-
establish royal power in the area. Eight years later, the City received 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster with great pomp and ceremony.
England was often at war and the 15th century was no less turbulent 
than the 14th. Thomas Erpingham, a Norfolk man, fought with 
Henry IV at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415, and was knighted 
for his service. Norwich then benefited from a Mayoral Charter. 
Erpingham set up the Guild of St. George in the , ity, which controlled 
the government of Norwich. Erpingham is commemorated on one of 
the gates into the Cathedral Close – the Erpingham Gate.
By all accounts, Henry V was a weak king, but he had a strong 
wife, Margaret of Anjou. She came to Norwich to muster forces 
for her husband in the mid 1500s. In the same century, Elizabeth 
Woodville, wife of Edward IV stayed in the city with her daughters, 
one of whom married Henry VII, thus settling the Wars of the Roses.
Richard III, now buried in Leicester Cathedral, was a friend of John 
Howard, the Duke of Norfolk, so he visited Norfolk and Norwich 
on a number of occasions. Henry VII spent Christmas in Norwich in 
1487, establishing his royal authority and returned ten years later 
with his wife and his mother, but Henry VIII did not visit Norwich, 
though he did penance at Walsingham, petitioning God for a 
son. Henry’s first wife, Catherine of Aragon, visited Norwich with 
Cardinal Wolsey in 1516, when she was a young woman.
Elizabeth I spent three days in the Bishop’s Palace in Norwich in 
1578. A huge pageant was laid on to entertain her, but her visit had 
a tragic consequence. One of her entourage had the plague, which 
spread among the local population.
The next monarch to visit was Charles II who came to Norwich in 
1671 with his brother and his wife. As they travelled separately, 
the mayor and corporation were in a tizzy trying to be in the right 
place at the right time to greet each of them as they arrived. King 
Charles knighted Thomas Browne who practised medicine in the 
City. The king also allowed people to touch him as it was believed 
that touching the King cured illnesses.
Then there was a gap of nearly 250 years before Edward VII visited 
Norwich in 1909. Barbara Miller attributed this to the discovery 
of America and the growing eminence of England’s ports on the 
west coast, leading to a decline in the east of England including 
Norwich. George V and Queen Mary, Edward VIII, George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth II all visited Norwich. Edward VIII opened the 
buildings at Eaton Park. These had been built by veterans returning 
from World War I – the City authorities providing them with work 
rather than have them languishing on the streets. King George VI 
opened City Hall in 1938. Our present Queen opened the Forum 
and has distributed the traditional Maundy Money in Norwich 
Cathedral.
A long history of Norwich’s association with Kings ……. But what 
of the cabbages?

Anna English
History of the Town Crier
A talk by Mike Wabe
“Oyez, oyez, oyez” – Mike Wabe got 
everyone’s attention when he called the 
meeting to order using this familiar term 
which we learnt derived from the French 
to listen so we continued to listen as he 
explained how the posts of Town Crier and 
the night Bellman came into existence.
The first Town Criers could be credited to 
the Spartan Runners but in 396 BC, the 
Herald and Trumpet contest was added to 
the Olympiad and although these heralds 
and trumpeters were already a formal 
element of the Olympic ritual, the winners 
of this race were chosen by the clarity of 

MATTISHALL
SOCIETY

W I N T E R  2 0 0 8

NEWS
The Society meets 
on the second Monday
of each month

The 
Mattishall 
Society
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR MEETINGS

HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, MATTISHALL at 7.30 pm

  2019

December 9th        CHRISTMAS SOCIAL**

          GRAHAM JOHNS ENTERTAINING.

 * = Non Memorial Hall Meetings

** = Members Only

     INTERESTED? 

    THEN PLEASE CONTACT

    The Membership Secretary

    Mrs Carol Colledge 01362 858230

THIS WILL BE THE FINAL MEETING OF 2019. 

WE START AGAIN ON THE 9th MARCH 2020 

AFTER THE WINTER BREAK.

THE COMMITTEE WISH ALL OUR MEMBERS 

AND ANY OTHER READERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR THE MEMBERSHIP 

SECRETARY CAROL COLLEDGE WHO WILL BE 

KNOCKING ON DOORS EARLY IN THE NEW YEAR 

WITH MEMBERSHIP CARDS WHICH CONTAIN

 THE FULL LINE UP OF SPEAKERS FOR 2020.
 

ALL FOR £5 PER PERSON.

the enunciation and the audibility of their voice or horn blast. In his 
Iliad, Homer refers to Stentor, a herald of the Greek forces in the 
Trojan War, whose "voice was as powerful as fifty voices of other 
men”. Stentor's story is the origin of the term “stentorian” meaning 
loud-voiced, for which he was famous.
But the origin of Town Criers as we know them today, comes after the 
Battle of Hastings in 1066. William, Duke of Normandy, conquered 
England and was crowned on Christmas Day 1066. News of his 
successful invasion had to be spread so men were employed to call 
out the King’s proclamation from town to town. In fact, two bellmen 
or heralds appear in the Bayeaux Tapestry.
In later times, they were provided with a bell to attract attention 
and it was their job to inform the townspeople of the latest news, 
proclamations, bylaws and any other important information, as most 
folk were illiterate and could not read. Having read out his message, 
the town crier would then attach it to the door post of the local inn, 
so ‘posting a notice’, the reason why newspapers are often called 
‘The Post’. It was also the case that when townsfolk wanted to send 
a letter or correspondence, before Royal Mail existed, they would 
leave their letters at this post and when someone passed through on 
the way to the letter’s destination, they would pick it up and deliver 
it – that is why we call our letters etc “post”.
In the early 15th century, the Welsh Revolt or Last War of 
independence was an uprising of the Welsh against the Kingdom of 
England and was particularly aggressive near the Chester border. 
In 1403, under Henry IV’s orders the Town Crier made the following 
proclamation:
Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!
In this fourth year of the reign of our liege Lord King 
Henry IV, it is hereby proclaimed, for the safe custody of 
the City of Chester,

That no Welshman shall enter the walls of the City 
before sunrise,
That no Welshman shall enter any wine or beer tavern,
That no Welshman bear arms, save only a knife for 
cutting his dinner,
That they hold no meetings or assemblies,
And that three Welshmen meet not together, within the 
walls of the aforesaid, under pain of decapitation.
God save the King!
Town criers were protected by law. Anything they did was done in 
the name of the monarch, therefore to harm a Town Crier was an 
act of treason. This was a necessary safeguard as the Town Criers 
often had to announce unwelcome news such as tax increases and 
where the phrase “Don’t shoot the messenger” came from. Even in 
the 21st century, these ancient laws are supposed to guard against 
heckling or harm.
Bellmen also operated in darkness. They would patrol the streets 
after dark, call the time on the hour and call “all is well” to reassure 
residents sleeping in their beds. It was also his job to make sure fires 
were damped down for the night after the curfew bell. The word 
curfew derived from the French couvre-feu meaning cover fire.
They would also act as peace keepers, arresting miscreants and 
taking them to the stocks for punishment and posting their crimes 
to show why they were there. At public hangings, they would be 
expected to read out why the person was being hanged, and then 
to help cut him or her down.
Town Criers were usually people of standing in the community and 
often husband and wife teams undertook the role, with the wife 
ringing the bell and the husband making the announcement. But not 
all Town Criers were male.
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Offering the highest levels of care 
and attention to the towns and 
villages of South Norfolk. 
 

Always here when you need us.  
 
Always here when you need us. 
Tel: 01953 850330 (24 Hours) 
 
The Old Dairy, 15 Norwich Street, Hingham, NR9 4LJ 6BN 
 
hingham@ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk 
www.ivanfisherfunerals.co.uk Jason Davies, Funeral Director 

The first known female Crier was an elderly woman in the Scottish 
town of Dalkeith, known as Beety Dick. She would announce local 
news or items lost and townspeople would pay Beetty to advertise 
their businesses but Beetty did not use a bell to attract attention, she 
used her "clap", a wooden plate and spoon.

As literacy spread, the Town Crier’s role was eventually superseded 
by newspapers and modern media, but there are lots of Towns that 
still retain the service of its Town Crier to enhance the traditional 
character of their Town and promote tourism. A great number of 
today’s Town Criers decided to organise into a collective in order to 
further the art and skill of Town Crying. The inaugural meeting of the 
Loyal Company of Town Criers was held in October 1993. There 
are annual British Championships in order to promote their skills 
and to bring awareness to the British public of the historic value of 
Town Criers in this country. Town Criers also join the Ancient and 
Honourable Guild of Town Criers whose aim is to regularise the 
organisation of competitions and to define rules for town criers to 
follow.

The clothes worn by town criers are a big part of the tradition. 
However, there is no fixed style of dress and so each crier has their 
own distinctive look. Generally, the liveries are based around a 
specific historical clothing style and many opt for the 18th and 19th 
centuries as their inspiration. This is the tricorne hat adorned with 
curling feathers, a traditional representation of the quills used by 
earlier Town Criers to write their proclamations, and a great coat is 
often seen. However, Victorian top hats, early 20th century bowler 
hats and many other styles can be seen too. The coat or cape is 
often based on military uniform and so many criers opt for red as 
the predominant colour of their livery. Local coats of arms or town 
colours can influence the colour choices a crier makes. Chester is 

the only place in Britain where you can hear the town crier regularly. 
You will find the crier at High Cross at midday (11am on race days) 
every Tuesday to Saturday between June and August. Proclamations 
have been read at the High Cross in Chester since the Middle Ages.

Although traditional town criers no longer exist professionally, there 
are many who put on the garb for festivals and fun and can be seen 
leading parades, opening supermarkets, launching ships, attending 
official functions and acting as ambassadors of good will on any 
occasion when a flamboyantly dressed character can be deployed 
to draw attention to what is happening.

Beetty Dick
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The Centre Section Dedicated To Young People in Our Area

youth!

1st Mattishall & District Scout Group
Scout HQ – On the grounds of the Mattishall Primary School
Through a fun youth activity programme we try to prepare young people with skills for life.
We encourage our young people to do more, learn more and be more.

******    1st Mattishall scouting is for GIRLS and BOYS aged  6 – 14       ******

GROUP NEWS

This term the 
Cubs have 
been busy. We 
had an evening 
playing tag 
rugby and tried 
our hand at 
rope making.

The older Cubs 
attended the 
District Sixer 
and Seconders Camp. Over the weekend they made camp 
gadgets, a bug hotel, build shelters in the woods, axe throwing 

and prepared and cooked 
their evening meal using a 
Dutch oven and ended the 
night by singing around the 
campfire.

The Beavers and Cubs 
(along with many other 
Cub and Brownie groups 
from Norfolk) attended a 
Science show at the UEA, 
as part of the Norwich 
Science Festival. It was a 
brilliant evening with many 
experiments demonstrated.

BEAVER SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 6 - 8, 
TUESDAYS 6.15 – 7.30PM
CONTACT SU MCKINNELL – 07514 032678

CUB SCOUTS – GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 8 – 10, 
WEDENESDAYS 7 – 8.30PM

CONTACT STEPHEN MUDD 01362 858496 

The darker evenings and colder weather hasn’t stopped the 
scouts getting outside for a local night hike and wide game. 
We have also had two trips to Norwich – one creative model 
making session at the WarHammer game centre and an 
energetic climbing and bouldering session, which proved 

lots of fun.

SCOUTS - GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 10 – 14,  
MONDAYS 7 – 9PM
CONTACT ANN FUTTER – ann.futter@live.co.uk

This year one of our Group’s leaders (Stephen Mudd) was 
awarded a special badge in recognition of his 30 years of 
service to the scouts association, presented by our District 
C o m m i s s i o n e r . 
If you would like 
to know more 
about the group or 
support us in any 
way please don’t 
hesitate to get in 
contact. We will 
always welcome an 
extra helping hand 
– or two or three!
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Our new intake of 
Reception children 
2019/2020 have made 
a fantastic start to their 
learning journey at 
Mattishall Primary School. 
They have been very busy 
this term getting to know 
each other and learning 
about their new environment and routines.
We have shared many stories including The 3 Little Pigs, 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears, The Enormous Turnip, Peace at 
Last and many more. We have been really pleased with how 
they have settled in.
Orange Class (Year 1) 
visited the Museum of 
Norwich at the Bridewell. 
They took part in different 
activities to learn about 
‘Toys in the Past.’ The 
children explored a 
range of old toys and 
identified how they were 
played with. They then 
highlighted how they could be sorted into different groups, 
based on what they were made of. The children then created 
their own moving toy and took it home to share with their 
families.

“THINK BEFORE YOU 
THROW”!
In Yellow Class (Year 2) 
we have been learning 
about recycling as part 
of our science topic 
“Everyday Materials 
and their Uses”. We 
discussed why recycling 

and of course, ‘reducing’ and ‘reusing’ are super important 
when it comes to helping our environment. We learnt about 
which materials could be recycled and how we can help by 
sorting our rubbish before we throw it away. We learnt what 
happens to our rubbish after it is collected from our home 
and school. We found out what happens to all the rubbish 
that doesn’t get recycled…it ends up in landfill or the ocean! 
We discovered that over half the oxygen we breathe is 
provided by phytoplankton in our oceans. So we now know 
that we need to look after our oceans in order to look after 
ourselves and the rest of 
fellow nature.
In Green Class (Year 3) 
we have been learning 
about the Stone Age as 
part of our topic Stone 
Age to Iron Age. We have 
looked at the different 
tools a hunter gatherer 
would need to live in the 

 

 

 
 

 
Rockinghorse Daycare, in Mattishall, provides quality care for 
children between the ages of 3 months and 5 years. We also 

provide additional facilities for school-age children in the form of 
‘Stallions’ our Breakfast, After- School and Holiday Club. 

Open 8.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday, 51 weeks of the 
year (excluding Bank Holidays.) 

15 & 30 hours Early Years Free Entitlement available. 
Tax free childcare and childcare vouchers accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Contact 

  Debbie or Ruth on 
01362 850409 

rockinghorse.daycare@yahoo.co.uk 

Rockinghorse 
Daycare 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

www.clubwebsite.co.uk/mattishallyfc	

MATTISHALL	YOUTH	FOOTBALL	CLUB

	
IF	YOU	WISH	TO	PLAY	FOOTBALL	IN	A	FUN,	FRIENDLY	
ATMOSPHERE	THEN	PLEASE	CHECKOUT	OUR	WEBSITE	

AND	CONTACT	ONE	OF	OUR	TEAM	MANAGERS.	

• BE	PART	OF	A	FRIENDLY	TEAM	
• LEVEL	1	QUALIFIED	COACHES		

• OPPORTUNITY	TO	SIGN	FOR	TRAINING	AND/OR	MATCHES	
• ALL	TEAMS	IN	FA	AFFILIATED	LEAGUES	
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Stone Age and the children designed their own perfect tool 
to hunt with which we made with paper mache. We also 
looked at Stone Age jewellery and we made our own Stone 
Age necklaces using salt dough.

On Tuesday 15th October, 
the Year 4 children had a 
fun, educational trip to the 
Anglo-Saxon village of 
West Stow. The children 
spent the morning looking
around the museum 
looking at all the artefacts 
that the archaeologists 
have excavated at West 
Stow and the surrounding 
areas. They also got to 
dress up in Anglo-Saxon 
clothes and wear a 
replica warrior’s helmet. 
The children spent the 

afternoon in the actual village looking at the different 
buildings and exploring the Anglo-Saxon way of life. They 
were even able to practice weaving! A good day was had 
by all.
Year 5 have been testing 
different materials to see 
if they are soluble or 
insoluble as part of their 
Science topic ‘Properties 
of materials.’ Each group 
came up with their own 
experiments to test this. 
Some used different 
types of water such as 
flavoured, sparkling or hot. Others used different materials 
such as flour, coffee and sugar. Some groups did a mixture 
of both. They all came up with some really interesting results.
Children in Year 6 enjoyed a 
fascinating day out at Gressenhall 
Museum, participating in a re-
enactment of life for evacuees 
during World War 2. They were 
able to visit an ARP warden, a 
Home Guard officer, a Land Girl 
and a housewife dealing with the 
difficult task of feeding her family. 
Thanks to our families for kitting the 
children out in clothing appropriate 
to the era and sending wartime 
packed lunches!

While many of our 
Year 6 children were 
training to become 
lunchtime Play Leaders, 
others enjoyed a day of 
WW2 rationed cookery 
– together we made 
eggless sponge cakes, 
carrot cookies and 

oaty/spiced biscuits.

Children from Y4, 5 & 6 attended the KS2 Tag Rugby 
festival organised by ‘The West Norwich & Dereham 
Schools Sport Partnership’. It was held at Norwich Rugby 

Club with over 300 
children from different 
schools participating in 
the activities.
The festival was a 
taster morning of how 
the game of tag rugby 
works. The Sports 
Leaders from Neatherd 
High School did some basic skill drills with the children so 
they understood how to play. In the afternoon they put their 
skills into action by playing some friendly games against 
each other.
Our team won 3 matches and drew 1.
Robert French is a voluntary gardener at Mattishall Primary 
School and comes in on a weekly basis to support with 
planting and growing and linking this to our curriculum.
In the Summer term this year we nominated him, to the Royal 
Horticultural Society, for a special award for adults who work 
with children to nurture their love of growing plants. Robert 
wasn't lucky enough to receive the main award, however, 
he did receive a special certificate from the RHS for his 
commitment to our school as a volunteer. We were delighted 
for him as he really helps us to extend and enrich what we do 
with planting and growing.
“I was surprised and delighted to receive a certificate of 
achievement from the RHS in respect of my contribution 
to school gardening. I would not have been awarded this 
without all the hard work done by the children, I am really 
proud of what they have achieved.” said Robert French.
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Volunteers needed  
 

 

 

 

  

Are you friendly, approachable and young at heart?... 

If so, we need you!  

Volunteer from 1- 3 hours/week…it’s up to you! 

 

Tasks include: 

• Listening to children reading 
• Helping with displays 
• Copying resources 

• Keeping the grounds/garden areas tidy 
• Generally helping out where needed 

 

Get in touch: Amanda Darroch (deputy headteacher) 

Mattishall Primary School 

adarroch@mattishallprimary.org.uk 

01362 858451 
 

 

Mattishall Primary School 
(Part of Synergy Multi Academy Trust) 

kindly asks that dog owners do not walk 
their dogs on the school grounds. This 
includes the large back field as it is part 
of our learning environment. Thank you 

for your understanding. 
 

Cricket - South Norfolk 
Youth League
It has been a bumper year for Mattishall Cricket Club and 
the success of their young squads has been an impressive 
achievement. Here they shone brightly in the U11 Tungate 
League, winning all eight of their games with a record 116 
points total. Thetford, Gt.Melton and Gt.Ellingham also played 
well.

In the other U11 group Horsford, also undefeated, claimed The 
Barnard League title; Horsford, Tas Valley and Topcroft following 
on close behind.

Brooke and Mattishall occupied top spot in the U9 leagues, both 
winning all their games, with Rocklands and Horsford runners 
up. Rocklands surprised themselves with some top performances 
but were unable to continue their run into the final winners’ 
league with large numbers of their squad unavailable and it was 
left to Brooke to continue their unbeaten run in defeating both 
Mattishall and Horsford.

Great achievement from both teams over the current season, 
Thanks to our Head 
Coach Ryan Hawkins, 
the Doors Plus+ 
Group and both sets 
of Managers for their 
continued support 
throughout the season 
helping these boys 
and girls play cricket 
week in and week out.
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SOUTH GREEN PARK, MATTISHALL 

 
We offer quality home from home care and 

education for children aged between 6 
weeks to the end of Primary School 

 
We run from a purpose built building with 
ample free parking and two large gardens 

 
Full Ofsted Registered 

 
Pre-School open 08:00 – 18:00 

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 Year Olds 
 

Various sessions and hours available to suit your 
family 

 
For Further Details Please Contact: 

Louise or Julie on 
01362 850947 

Or visit our website at 
www.bishybarnabees.co.uk 

BISHY BARNABEES DAY 
NURSERY

	

Little Angels Toddler Group 

for babies and pre-school children 

Wednesday 9.00am – 11.30am 
(during school term time only) 

All Saints Church – Mattishall 

Refreshments for adults, a variety of healthy snacks for children, musical 
instruments, various activity play areas, bible-based craft and story 

 

Bumps & Babies runs alongside Little Angels with an aim for expectant 
and new parents to relax in a safe and welcoming environment with 

opportunities to meet and make new friends 
New to the area, would like further details or wishing to attend for the first 

time?  Please contact Mandy on 01362 858873 or                                            
email: contact@matvchurch.uk 
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Senior Slot
Info from ageUK  on 
renewing your driving 
Iicence

Once you reach the age of 
70, your driving licence 
expires, but this doesn't 

automatically mean you have to 
stop driving. If your licence expires 
and you don't apply for a new 
one, you won't legally be allowed 
to drive. 
 The DVLA will send you a D46P application form 90 days 
before your 70th birthday. You just need to renew your driving 
licence if you want to continue and you'll need to renew it every 
3 years after that. Renewal is free of charge.  Don’t forget to 
apply for any categories of vehicle covered on your old licence, 
if you still want to be able to drive them after you renew your 
licence. If you don’t apply for any categories previously covered, 
you’ll only be able to drive a car in future.  
To renew a photocard licence: fill in the form and return it to the 
DVLA with your current driving licence photocard. You may also 
need to include a new passport-type photo and the form will tell 
you if you need to do this. If you apply by post it can take up to 
three weeks.
To renew a paper-licence, fill in the form and enclose an up-to-
date passport-type photo. If you apply by post it can take up to 
three weeks.  You can also renew your licence online using the 
GOV.UK website. You'll have to register and you'll be given 
step-by-step instructions on how to renew.
If the DVLA doesn’t send you an application form you can call 
the DVLA form ordering service on 0300 790 6801.  You can 
order a D1 form online or go to the Post Office and ask for a 
D1 form ‘Application for a Driving Licence’.  You can still drive 
while your licence is being renewed but only if you meet certain 
conditions. These include: you’re not currently disqualified 
from driving; you had a valid licence and your licence wasn’t 
revoked for medical reasons and your doctor says you are still 
ok to drive.  To find out more about continuing to drive while 
your application is pending read the guidance on the GOV.
UK website. Many people worry that they'll be forced to stop 
driving, but this isn't necessarily the case.  
If you've developed a medical condition or disability that could 
affect your driving, you must tell the DVLA, even if you're not yet 
due to renew your licence. This also applies if your condition has 
worsened since your licence was issued. It's a legal obligation 
for you to declare certain conditions to the DVLA: If you have 
an accident you haven't declared or a health condition, your 
insurance might not cover you. Some of the medical conditions 
that you must declare are: dementia, diabetes – if it’s insulin-
treated, Parkinson’s, epilepsy, any chronic neurological 
condition, such as multiple sclerosis and any condition that 
affects both eyes, or total loss of sight in one eye. Other health 
conditions may need to be declared, depending on what kind of 
licence you have and how the condition affects you. 
 After you’ve told the DVLA, it may make a decision based on 
the information you provide, contact your GP or consultant (with 
your permission) or arrange for a local doctor or specialist to 
examine you and ask you to take a driving assessment, eyesight 
test or driving appraisal. 
Having a medical condition doesn’t always mean that you 
will lose your licence. You should be able to continue driving 
if your condition doesn’t affect your ability to drive safely and 
you may need some help to adjust or make adaptations to your 

car.  Sometimes the DVLA will issue you with a driving licence 
for 1, 2 or 3 years and then review things again in the future.  
The DVLA can also give you a licence that shows you need 
to fit special controls to your vehicle to help you to drive with 
your disability.  Unfortunately, the DVLA can also tell you to stop 
driving, if you’re not fit to drive.
If you have a condition which you need to declare to the DVLA, 
you also need to declare this to your insurer. You may find 
that your premiums go up or that you need to seek a specialist 
provider. However, if you don’t declare your condition, it could 
invalidate your policy.
If you’ve developed a medical condition, you may need to have 
your driving ability assessed. Or you may not have a medical 
condition, but have decided yourself that you could benefit from 
an assessment. You can either get assessed through a local 
driver assessment scheme or through a mobility centre.  Many 
local councils, as well as the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents and the Institute of Advanced Motorists, offer driver 
assessment schemes. If your medical condition or disability 
makes it more difficult to drive, then a mobility centre can advise 
you on the best options for your particular circumstances.
The DVLA can refer you (and pay for the assessment) if they’ve 
asked you to take it, but there may be a long wait. It can be 
quicker to refer yourself but you will have to pay – the cost varies 
depending on the centre.  Mobility centres have trained staff 
who can assess how your condition or disability affects your 
driving and look at what can help you to continue driving. The 
driving ability 
Physical assessment to see if you can operate a car’s controls; 
Cognitive assessment to check your thinking skills; Visual 
assessment to check your eyesight; On-road assessment in a 
dual-controlled car. You’ll get to try out car adaptations to see 
what works for you.
If you or your passenger has severe mobility problems, the 
Blue Badge scheme lets you park nearer your destination than 
you might otherwise be able to. It gives you exemption from 
some parking restrictions and access to designated parking 
spaces.  Blue Badge holders are exempt from certain parking 
restrictions, including being allowed to park: free of charge at 
on-street parking meters and in Pay and Display bays; on single 
or double yellow lines for up to 3 hours, except where there is a 
ban on loading or unloading.
Some local authorities put additional restrictions on Blue Badge 
holders; check with the local authority in the area you’re 
travelling to find out what the local rules are. The scheme does 
not apply in certain boroughs in London, which offer their own 
parking concessions.
You can qualify for a Blue Badge if one or more of the following 
criteria apply to you: you get the higher rate of the mobility 
component of Disability Living Allowance or, if you claim 

Age UK Advice Line
0800 678 1602

is free to call 8am – 7pm 365 days a year

Age UK are well aware that arranging social care 
can be a challenge. From knowing where to start, 
what type of care and support you need and who 
pays for it, there are lots of questions to ask. But they 
remind us that we are not alone — they are to help us 
through the process.
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Personal Independence Payment, you score a certain level on 
the Moving Around activity; you receive a War Pensioners’ 
Mobility Supplement; you are a registered blind person; you 
have received a lump sum benefit from the Armed Forces and 
Reserve Forces Compensation Scheme (within tariff levels 1-8). 
You must also have been certified as having a permanent and 
substantial disability which causes inability to walk or very 
considerable difficulty in walking; you have a permanent and 
substantial disability which means you are unable to walk or 
have very considerable difficulty in walking (you will need to 
show that this criterion applies to you and you may have to be 
assessed by a medical professional such as physiotherapist or 
occupational therapist).
It can be difficult to accept when we’re no longer able to do 
something safely that has been a routine part of life. But reducing 
or giving up driving doesn’t mean the end of your independence 
or mobility.  We are so lucky here in Mattishall to have our daily 
bus service into town or city and further afield from Dereham.
If you’ve decided to stop driving, or been advised to by the DVLA, 
there are many ways you can get around and there may be help 
with transport costs. Most people find adjusting to life without a 
car is difficult at first and you may feel worried about the costs 
of giving up driving and having to pay for public transport. But 
the bus pass for the retired can make life more relaxing and less 
stressful than negotiating our crowded roads.  If you add up the 
amount you spend on car tax, insurance, fuel and maintenance, 
you may find that using alternatives work out to be less expensive 
than running a car.
Be cautious about any emails from TV Licensing 
that ask you to update your personal details

These emails are a phishing scam, a common type of email fraud 
where scammers will send bogus emails pretending to be from a 
respectable organisation. This is to trick you into clicking through 
to a fake website where you will enter your personal details.  For 
this scam, the emails are disguised to look like they have been 
sent by the TV Licensing organisation.  They may say you're 
entitled to a refund for an overpayment or warn that your licence 
is about to expire. They will then ask you to respond by entering 
your bank details on a fake website.
Although the emails may use the TV Licensing logo and have 
other features that make them look authentic, you should never 
trust them. Report it to Action Fraud or call them on 0300 123 
2040. If you provided your bank account details, talk to your 
bank immediately.
How to spot this scam?
There are a few common signs that you shouldn't trust an email:
1. The sender has an unusual email address

The TV Licensing organisation will use donotreply@
tvlicensing.co.uk (or donotreply@spp.tvlicensing.co.uk) to 
email you. The scammers cannot send emails using these 
addresses. Instead, they may come from a personal email 
account or one which looks unusual.

2. The email doesn't use your name or has an incorrect account 
number
TV Licensing will usually include your name in their emails 
unless you told them you don't need a licence and didn't 
provide a name. The scammers may insert an incorrect 
customer ID in the hope that you will not check that it's 
wrong.

3. It contains spelling and grammatical errors and inconsistent 
styles
Although all writers can make mistakes, it's common to find 
grammatical and spelling errors on phishing emails. They 
may also seem too casual or unusually formal or use colours 
and styles that are inconsistent with the organisation's style.
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Times Change
I am walking to school in the deep snow. This is the most snow 
we've had since the war but luckily I have my Wellingtons on. 
It only takes about ten minutes to get to the school but now the 
snow is coming over the tops of my wellies and that means 
cold wet feet for the rest of the day. There are hot pipes in the 
classroom which help to thaw out the little bottles of milk we 
have at playtime, but the room is still cold. 
Later on at home I cut myself a thick slice of bread, spread it 
with marge, sprinkle it with sugar and fold it in half. It tastes 
good - I'm starving.
Sometimes I go into my friend Audrey's house next door as 
our house is freezing and she always has a nice fire every 
day. Her Mum doesn't work but my Mum is always working. 
Sometimes I go along to Mrs. Thome who looks after me 
while Mum works. She feeds me and I sit with her little dog 
FrouFrou who is full of fleas.
It's getting near Christmas and this is the best time as Mum 
lets me and Audrey help mix the Christmas pudding and 
when we stir it we make a wish. My wish is always that Mum 
is home all the time and the house is warm when I get home 
from school.
Now many many years later we always come home to our 
centrally heated house with a lovely red glow from the log 
burner. We go to the supermarket where we choose from 
shelves stacked with food and drive home in our nice warm 
car. Aren't we lucky?

Shirley Hayward
Writers' Group

JOHN COLES 
ELECTRICIAN & GENERAL BUILDER 

 All electrical work, Building work, plumbing & carpentry
All aspects of kitchen, u�lity & bathroom refit, Bespoke shelving

Hard garden landscaping, Pain�ng & decora�ng (by Bronwen)
Always happy to advise, discuss work & provide prices

Public liability insurance + references. Friendly, reliable family business

Your satisfaction is our reputation
Find Us On Facebook
Contact John 01362 692249 or 07919 593391

 
Chris Baile  
Brickwork 

Specialist in all aspects of brickwork  
including: 

Historic and Restoration 

Flint work 

New Build 

Extensions 

Telephone:  07723 094836  
Email: chrisbaile@hotmail.com 

Please visit my website 

chrisbaile.com 



25Winter 2019

Puppy Paddocks
A 6' high fenced, safe field where your
pooch can run free. Great for recall

practise, shy or timid dogs or those who
become 'deaf' if let off the lead!

www.puppypaddocks.co.uk
www.facebook.com/dogexercisepaddock

For details call : 01603 757968

(All dogs welcome... not just puppies).

Mattishall Bowls Club
The playing season has come to an end but work goes on in 

preparing the green for next year. Work done now in the Autumn 

should make life easier in Spring to get the green in good condition 

for the start of the leagues in May.

This season has been a good one. We won the Ashill League 

Division 4 (losing only one match) in our first season and we will 

play one division up next year. We managed to maintain our status 

in Dereham League 1 after promotion last year. We were runners-up 

in our area of Age Concern and we finished comfortably in both the 

Whissonsett and Elmham Leagues.

At the end of season Presentation evening, which was held at the 

Village Hall and was well attended, members and guests had a very 

enjoyable time. Winners of the Club competitions were presented 

with their trophies. John Galer won the Opening Day competition 

and the Singles title with Chris Frost runner-up on both occasions 

and Peter Webster won the Closing Day competition. Both of these 

players are Club stalwarts and it was good to see them get their 

rewards but it was equally pleasing that newcomers Russell Bracey 

and Peter Wright picked up their Club Pairs trophies.

We have managed to grow our membership from 24 two years ago 

to over 30 this year, but we are always looking for new members 

so come along and give the game a try next season – the Spring 

edition of Miscellanea will have details of when we start again.
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES can advertise their events up to a half-page FREE OF CHARGE. 
LARGER ADS WILL BE CHARGED.  Please let us know about any event you are organising in the 
next 3-6 months by contacting Anne Jackson, Orchard House, Welgate, Mattishall, NR20 3PH
Tel: 01362 858744 or email: miscadvert@yahoo.com

Knit and Natter at TABNABS
Every  1st Friday of the month 10.00 – 12.30
Buy a drink and come free 

East Tuddenham Friendship Club
Welcomes New Members.

We meet every Tuesday in the Jubilee Hall from 2-4pm 
For more information please ring   Pearl on 01603 880567

Allotments Available
East Tuddenham Charities
Half or full allotments to suit all requirements. For more 
information please contact  Colin Cram 01603 880062

Drop In Coffee Morning -  
Mattishall Church Rooms

The drop in is held at the church rooms, Mattishall every 
Thursday morning from 9.30 am until 12 midday. There is no 
specific charge but we do ask for a small donation (suggest £1) 
to cover our costs. That's quite good value for unlimited teas/ 
coffees, cakes/biscuits and a toasted tea cake at around 11am!

Everyone is welcome, ladies and gents, in fact we now have 
quite a lot of Gents who come along and seem to enjoy their 
morning chatting, drinking and eating. We are a very friendly 
group and, although many of us are over 60 we do like to see 
younger people join us as well, so please don't think it is just for 
the oldies.

Thursday, 12th December

Because there will be a General Election on the 12th December 
the Church Rooms, where we normally meet, will be used as a 
polling station. We have decided for that week only we will meet 
in All Saints Church starting at the usual time of 9.30am and 
make this a special Christmas event with mince pies and Sausage 
Rolls, Christmas music and our raffle style gift exchange.

It will be an open event to welcome anyone of any age in the 
village who maybe doesn't always come along but fancies a 
social morning with other residents. There will be lots of space 
so hope to see some new faces as well as the usual crowd. There 
is no charge, just a suggested donation of £1 to cover our costs. 
Some of us will no doubt then go to the Swan for lunch, as is our 
normal practise!! Again, all are welcome to join us there as well.

Lizzie

Mattishall Methodist Church
Christmas Concert in aid of Action for Children with the 
Toftwood Singers. Thursday 5th December at 7.30 pm.

Carol Service with Rev Betty Trinder 
Sunday 22nd December at 2.30pm. 

Saturday Charity Coffee Mornings: 10.00 - 11.30 am: 
7th December, 4th January, 1st February and 7th March. Led 
Prayers with Rev Betty Trinder: 8.45 - 9.15 am.

Second Fridays: 13th December 10th January, 14th 
February and 13th March.

All Saints’ Church, Mattishall
Christmas Activities Afternoon - 1st December 2.15pm 
Followed by the switching on of the village lights. Fun for all 
the family
Village Carols by Candlelight - 22nd December 6pm
Christingle Service - Christmas Eve 4pm

Family Communion - Christmas Day 10.30am

From the Surgery:
Telephone: 01362 850227

Fax:  01362 858466

Pharmacy Telephone: 01362 858540

15 Dereham Road, Mattishall, NR20 3QA  

Christmas & New Year Opening Times
The surgery and pharmacy will be open as normal on Tuesday 
24th Dec 2019 8.30am – 6pm Closed Wednesday 25th Dec 
2019 Closed Thursday 26th Dec 2019 Opening as normal at 
8.30am on Friday 27 Dec 2019
Both the Surgery and pharmacy will be closed on Wednesday 
1st Jan 2020
If you have an urgent medical need that cannot wait until the 
surgery re-opens and need to contact the out of hours GP then 
you need to call 111

**Please note that the Dispensary is very busy in 
the run up to Christmas and remember to order 
and collect your prescription items well in advance 
to ensure you have all required medication over 
the festive period**
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Lizzie's Book Lovers Club –  
The Swan, Dereham Rd, Mattishall

With new owners in the Swan I am pleased to say that Pamela 
and Michael are quite happy for us to carry on meeting in 
the pub at 2.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of every month. 
Indeed, Pamela our new Landlady, is an avid reader and 
may well join us at our meetings.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th December, 
our pre-Christmas meeting, so there will be Christmas treats 
to enjoy as well as the normal selection of drinks, including 
tea and coffee, for us to purchase. Obviously, there will be 
discussion about books, and then chatting about anything 
else that takes our fancy.

New members are always welcome, we are a very friendly 
group who meet to chat about the books we have read 
and to swap books amongst ourselves. We do have some 
gentlemen members so this is not just for the ladies and the 
guys do get a chance to speak!!

We will also continue to have our book swap just inside the 
door of the pub so if you are stuck for something to read 
between the meetings just call in and choose a book.

Hope to see lots of you on 11th December.

  Lizzie

Welborne Village Hall
Forthcoming Events

Saturday 7th December - Welborne Christmas Fair Friday 
10th January - New Year Quiz and Supper Night Friday 7th 
February & Friday 6th March - Village Film Screenings

See Welborne Village website for more details:  
www.welborne.org.uk

OCCASIONS

A complete list of the trips next year will be published in 
the Spring issue of Miscellanea. In the meantime if anyone 
wants to speak to Joyce about Occasions please see her in 
the drop in Thursday mornings at the Church Rooms.

Lizzie

  
Do you enjoy Scrabble or playing cards? 

Or just enjoy a chat and a cuppa? 
 

Well come along to 

The Friendly Club 
2pm – 4pm 

every second Thursday 
 

held in the Bob Carter Court Lounge 
£2.00 inc Raffle and Refreshments 

Phil’s Gardening Services
I am a friendly reliable chap based in Mattishall

I can offer grasscutting, 
hedgecutting,
strimming,
weeding,
shed/fence painting

07920104265

CTC HIRE 
Building D.I.Y., Gardening 

Equipment and tools 
 ,JCB Micro Digger, Rug Doctor Carpet 
Cleaner, Rotavators Compactors, Hedge 
Trimmers, Generators, Lawn Scarifier,  

Disccutter/Grinder and much more. 
The Old Post Office, Mattishall Road, 
East Tuddenham, Dereham. NR20 3LT. 

email: mcram@tiscali.co.uk  Tel: 01603 880062 
 

	  

	  

	  

Meet and Chat 
in 

 
Welborne Village Hall 

on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month 

from 2pm – 3.30pm 
 

Board games 
Shove Halfpenny 

Book and puzzle swap 
 
Refreshments and  

Good Company!! 
 

Come along and see for yourself 

 

 

For Hire  

Welborne Village Hall 
 Fully equipped historic village hall perfect for many 

small gatherings, meetings, parties, etc 
 • The ambience of the Victorian School but with 

modern facilities. 
• Fully equipped kitchen 
• Digital projection and sound 
• Open log fire for winter warmth 
• Level access and facilities for the disabled 
• Inexpensive hourly rental  

go to www.welborne.org.uk to make bookings 
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Planning and our 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Many of you will have been frustrated that, despite 
the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) having been in 
existence for two years, a number of unwelcome 
speculative planning applications have come 
forward and been approved. This was because 
Breckland District Council could not demonstrate a 
5-year land supply; put simply this is approved 
applications that would provide 5 years worth of 
new housing requirements. These targets are 
handed down from central government based on 
various historical and projected data.  This situation 
should now improve as the Breckland Local Plan is 
shortly due to be adopted and the planning 
inspector who examined it has agreed that the 
district does currently have a 5-year land supply. 

The Parish Council has no control over planning 
decisions, it is only able to comment on them. 
However, we will continue benchmarking all 
applications against the NP and, where necessary, 
make our voice heard at planning meetings. For 
housing applications this means, that with the 
minimum requirement to 2036 already exceeded, 
we are unlikely to support any future application 
unless it offers substantial benefit to the village. 

The NP also included a number of aspirational 
projects for the parish which were identified from 
the questionnaires that many residents completed, 
as well as views expressed at the various NP 
meetings. Pursuing these has been sidelined by the 

http://mattishallpc.info clerk@mattishallpc.info

Diary dates 

Tree lighting event 

Our annual Christmas tree 
lighting event with music from 
SqueezEast, songs and 
refreshments will be held on 
Sunday 1 December at 4 pm 
on the village green.  We’ll also 
be organising a Santa’s grotto 
in All Saints’ Church during the 
children’s activities afternoon 
(2.30 - 4 pm).  We look forward 
to seeing you. 

Defib training 

A free defibrillator training 
session is planned for January 
at Poultec.  Contact Luisa if you 
would like to attend. 

Can you spare the 
time to volunteer? 

The Friday night youth club 
regularly attracts over 40 
young people each week.  
We’d love to have more 
volunteers to join in.  The club 
meets from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
every Friday.  The YMCA will 
pay for the necessary checks 
and training.   
Interested?  Contact the YMCA 
directly to find out more.

Mattishall Parish 
Council News

LATEST NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
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time and effort spent on housing planning 
applications. Hopefully, there will now be some 
respite from this and time can spent on working to 
deliver these projects. 

Speed Watch launched in Mattishall 
The Speed Watch team has been out and about 
since being trained in September and we think the 
sea of yellow jackets is having a significant effect on 
reducing speeds. However, 12 vehicles were 
reported for exceeding the trigger speed, most 
being recorded when a downpour reduced visibility. 
There’s something a bit disturbing about people 
speeding up when visibility deteriorates. 

Konect bus route 4 changes from Jan 
Route 4 will have minor changes from 6 January.  
Short journeys between the hospital and Norwich 
City Centre will terminate at Norwich Bus Station and 
no longer continue to Red Lion Street, Castle 
Meadow and Prince of Wales Road. Journeys from 
Norwich will continue to serve St Stephens Street.  
There will be minor timing alterations between 
Dereham Market Place and the N&NU Hospital.  
 
The sun shone at the Remembrance Day service 
jointly hosted by All Saints’ Church and the Parish 
Council.  Thank you for joining us.

http://mattishallpc.info clerk@mattishallpc.info

 
The Parish Council 

Terry Wilkins (Chairman) 

Graham Clarke 

Hannah Farrier-Dutton   

Richard Norton  

Mike Nunn (Vice-Chairman)   

David Piper          

Janice Smith 

Chris Taylor 

Richard Turner  

Luisa Cantera (Clerk)   

Further details of councillor 
responsibilities, details of 
meetings and minutes are on 
the website.  If you would like 
to discuss anything related to 
the Parish Council, please 
contact Luisa, our Clerk, on 
858786. 

Gardening 

Matt decided not to take on 
the village handyman role so 
we’ve taken on a fabulous 
gardener as many village tasks 
are gardening-related.  Say 
hello to Jaki if you see her 
working around the village. 

New marquee 

We’ve bought a new marquee 
for use at village events and 
it’s first airing will be at the 
Tree Lighting event on  
1 December to keep the 
refreshments and band dry!
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WATCH YOUR SPEED 
Problems with traffic on our village roads are nothing new.  The 
tragic death of a seven-year-old girl from Mattishall School was 
recorded in the Norwich Mercury of 23 March 1895 when she 
was knocked down by a horse. The School Records featured in 
Anna English’s book A BUN, AN ORANGE & A SCATTER OF 
NUTStell us that on 22 March, 1895, “Quite a gloom w a s 
cast over our school today, through an accident 
which has happened to one of the two deaf and 
dumb scholars attending the school; and 
which has ended fatally.  Dora Drew, was 
knocked down by a horse and afterwards 
trodden upon by the animal and so 
injured that she died before reaching the 
doctor’s house.

The rider of the horse appeared in court 
three months later and was charged 
with manslaughter and sentenced to four months 
imprisonment with hard labour.

The arrival of the car on our village roads led to at least one 
more tragedy a century later when a cyclist was fatally injured 
on Dereham Road.The Parish Council working group addressed 
the problem in 1997 resulting in the addition of speed-cushions 
which have recently been renewed.  But danger from motorists 
in our village still exists.

Mattishall PC Chairman Terry Wilkins has a pet-hate for speeding.  
Terry heads a new team to address the speeding incidents in 
the village. Trained by the Norfolk Constabulary and given all 
the necessary equipment to start, the Mattishall Speed-watch 
Team began their village operations in September.  The 11 keen 
volunteers have already reported 17 vehicles exceeding the 
30mph speed limit on the Dereham Road to the Norfolk Police 
authority. “We will be moving our team around the village every 
month to try and stem the unnecessary speeding through our 
narrow roads …There seems to be no thought for pedestrians 
or animals” Terry says. “There have been complaints regarding 
the severity of the speed cushions on the Dereham Road.  These 
cushions are within the Highways agency’s guidelines with the 
exception of one, which was too steep and had to be modified.  
We are all reminded that there is a 20mph limit in that area”.

Terry also reminds us to secure our fuel tanks: “This is the time 
of year when residents are filling up their oil tanks, ready for 
the winter. There have already been reports of oil thefts in other 
villages, so make sure that tanks are locked and any access 
bolted. 

A person in a van was recently seen checking out a driveway 
but was scared away by the resident so. Don’t make it easy for 
them” he says.

Terry is also the Area Co-ordinator for the Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme.  On a more cheerful note he wishes all Miscellanea 
readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.

Cold Calling Alert 
Doorstep Cold Callers enquiring about ‘insulation’– 30 
October 2019
Police are warning residents to be on their guard after they have 
received multiple reports of doorstep cold callers in the South Norfolk 
area enquiring about ‘loft insulation’. The most recent reports have 
come from the Poringland and Swainsthorpe areas.

During the visits the cold callers are making a range of claims which 
have included:

•  That ‘they are working with the council’

•  That they are offering ‘Free loft inspections’

•  That ‘they are delivering a Government backed initiative 
supported by Norfolk County Council’

•  That ‘the Council will pay for any work they deliver’

•  That properties ‘require EPCs’

•  That ‘homeowners could be fined unless they up their energy 
rating’

Trading Standards advises to be very wary of claims made by 
doorstep cold callers and NEVER give access to your property, 
agree to services, buy items or agree to return visits if 
approached in this manner. Norfolk County Council and South 

Norfolk Council DO NOT authorise cold callers to visit properties 
regarding insulation. It is possible these cold callers could move 
onto other areas in Norfolk.

If you have received this type of doorstep cold call and have agreed 
to a further visit or for work to take place, contact Police through 
their partners the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 04 
05 06

Anyone concerned about doorstep cold callers in Norfolk can 
contact Police partners Trading Standards through the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or Norfolk Police 
on 101

Impartial advice on energy saving and accessing grant schemes 
is available from the Energy Saving Trust: www.energysavingtrust.
org.uk. They offer advice and options from insulation to draught-
proofingand condensation prevention.

Scam Alerts
Telephone cold calls offering to stop telephone cold 
calls  
– 29 October 2019
Police are again warning Norfolk residents to be aware of 
telephone cold calls stating they can help stop telephone cold calls 
after receiving reports from residents recently.
There are a number of companies cold calling and claiming to 
be able to offer this ‘service’ with some charging one-off fees and 
others charging ongoing monthly fees.
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It is extremely unlikely that any ‘service’ of this type can legitimately 
claim to be able to stop cold calls so any money paid is unlikely to 
achieve any benefit.
Police always advise NEVER to buy items or agree to ongoing 
services when approached by a telephone cold call.
If you have responded to one of these cold calls, which you now 
believe may not have been genuine or the company is taking an 
ongoing monthly payment and you need further advice contact the 
Citizens Advice consumer helpline via their online reporting form or 
telephone 03454 04 05 06.
Text messages claiming to be from ‘ARGOS’ claiming 
you have won a £100 voucher – 24 October 2019. 
Police are warning about text messages circulating claiming to 
be from ‘ARGOS’ and stating  ‘you have won a £100 ARGOS 
voucher’. The text goes on to offer a hyperlink to claim the voucher.
These text messages are fake. Details of all ARGOS competitions 
and voucher deals can be found on their website argos.co.uk. 
 If you receive this or a similar text message delete it.
If you have received a text message which you believe to be a scam 
you can report it to Police via their partners, the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06.
Text messages claiming to be from PayPal stating ‘Your 
account has been restricted due to a failed payment’ – 
24 October 2019
Police are warning residents about scam text messages claiming to 
be from PayPal and stating that their account is restricted due to a 
failed payment. The messages ask the person to ‘Login’ to a link to 
‘remove any pending transactions’.
The link displays ‘paypai’ not ‘PayPal’. These text messages are 
not genuine and are not connected with PayPal in any way. If you 
receive this or a similar text message, delete it without clicking on 
any links.
You can report contacts you think are scams to the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline via their online reporting form or telephone 
03454 04 05 06. 
Telephone cold calls claiming to be from HMRC  
– 24 October 2019
Police are again receiving reports from Norfolk residents about 
telephone cold calls claiming to be from HM Revenue & Customs 
(HMRC).
The majority of these have reported an automated recorded 
message call informing the resident that ‘you are about to be taken 
to court by HMRC for non-payment of tax. Press 1 to speak to your 
case handler’.
Where residents have interacted with these calls, demands are then 
made for ‘immediate payment’.
Police always advise to be very wary of any approach made by a 
telephone cold call. If you receive this type of call our advice is do 
not interact with the call and hang up immediately.
You can report suspected scam telephone calls to Police via their 
partners the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 03454 040506.
Telephone cold calls about ‘credit card transactions’ – 24 
October 2019
We are again warned after Police have received reports that 
telephone calls are being received from ‘VISA’, mentioning a £600 
transaction which is about to go through their account. 
Following these initial claims, the message will then give press-
button options which have included:

• 'To prevent further transactions’
• 'To speak to security’
• 'To speak to our fraud team’

Police advise people to be very wary of claims made during 
telephone cold calls. If you receive this or a similar recorded 
message call, they advise not to interact with the call and hangup.  
It is likely there are a number of variations of these calls stating 
different amounts and reasons for the call.

If you are concerned about the security of a bank account or credit 
card, contact your card provider directly using the customer service 
number printed on the card, never use details provided in a cold 
call.
If you have received a telephone cold call which you believe to be 
a scam you can report it to Police via their partners, the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline, on03454 04 05 06. 

Rogue Trader Alerts
Doorstep cold caller claiming to have seen ‘issues with 
your roof’ – 28 October 2019
We are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving a 
report of a male doorstep cold calling in the Weeting area.
This follows an incident where a male cold called at a property and 
claimed that he could see that the 'end capping' on the properties’ 
roof needed repair and offered to do this for £70.
The resident declined the offer, asked the cold caller to leave and 
reported the incident to us.
Our advice is NEVER agree to work on or around your property if 
approached by a cold caller, no matter what claims are made.
Anyone concerned about possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk 
can contact Police through their partners the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or Norfolk Constabulary 
on 101.
Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a Norfolk Trusted Trader. To 
search their directory and read feedback from their customers visit 
the Norfolk Trusted Trader website
Doorstep Cold Caller offering ‘Tree pruning’  
– 28 October 2019
We are warning residents to be on their guard after receiving 
reports of a male doorstep cold calling in the Eaton area offering to 
undertake ‘Tree Pruning’. The male was seen to return to a blue car.
Trading Standards advises NEVER deal with cold callers looking to 
undertake work on or around your property.
If you are looking to have this type of work done only deal with 
reputable companies you have researched and chosen yourself and 
have obtained a written quotation from.
Anyone concerned about possible rogue trader activity in Norfolk 
can contact Trading Standards through our partners the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline via their online reporting form or by 
telephone on 03454 04 05 06.
Looking for a Trader you can Trust? Try a Norfolk Trusted Trader. To 
search our directory and read feedback from their customers visit 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader
Door to door fish sellers – 24 October 2019
Police are warning residents to be vigilant for cold callers selling 
fish door to door. This follows a report from the Wimbotsham area 
where a man cold called at a property offering frozen fish. He was 
seen to return to a small, plain white Ford van. In the past these 
types of sellers have been known to use high pressure sales tactics 
and there have been issues with the quality of the fish being offered, 
whether the type of fish is as claimed, and whether it has been 
appropriately stored for transportation. It is possible this seller may 
continue to move on to other locations within Norfolk.
We advise do not deal with cold callers and never be pressurised 
into buying on the doorstep. If you are approached by this seller 
or are concerned about possible rogue trader activity in your area, 
please report it to us via our partners the Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or to Norfolk Police on 101. 

News Alert
Friends Against Scams 3rd Anniversary – 28 October 
2019
Friends Against Scams is celebrating their third anniversary!
You can celebrate with them and join the army of over 300,000 
Friends and complete the online awareness session >https://www.
friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/Norfolk
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Keeping The Peace

While today we may be alarmed at the gang-wars and knife-
crime on our streets, this is no 21st century phenomena. 
In ancient societies, there was no official law enforcement 

function and very little, if any, attempt at organization. Instead, 
individuals, families and clans took it upon themselves to take 
revenge against those who may have injured or offended them. 
Shakespeare’s tragic play of Romeo and Juliet and the modern 
musical West Side Story together with our present-day gang-related 
deaths reflect the persistence of ‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth’ philosophy.
In medieval English society the law provided individual subjects 
with the authority and responsibility to use force to maintain control; 
neighbours were expected to help each other. This form of social 
control was referred to as "Kin Policing’ because it relied on the 
idea that families and clans were responsible for the actions of their 
own members. Just as in ancient societies, clans would take revenge 
for transgressions and blood feuds prevailed, sometimes wiping out 
entire families. 
In order to establish a more uniform measure of social order, a 
method was required to maintain control.  As a result, the new 
concept of policing was developed in which citizens were charged 
with protecting their local communities. This community policing 
model was called the "frankpledge" and required all males over the 
age of 12 to join a group of nine of their neighbours. This group of 
ten was called a "tything" and its members swore to capture and 
detain any member of their group or clan who committed a crime. 
Each "tythingman" was sworn to protect his fellow-subjects; service 
was obligatory and unpaid.  Ten tythings were grouped together 
to form a "hundred" and were placed under the supervision of a 
constable. With the constable came the first notions of a modern 
police officer, as it marked the first time an individual was given the 
specific, full-time task of maintaining order.  All of the constables in 
a region or shire were placed under the control of the Shire Reeve 
(sheriff), who was appointed by the king, marking the beginnings of 
the system of law enforcement we are familiar with today.  
The tradition of gang formation on city streets stretches back at least 
to the 1880s, and gang rivalries appear to This loosely-based system 
of social control worked quite well for centuries, particularly in more 
rural and less populated regions. However, the late 1700s and early 
1800s saw a population explosion in major cities in England. Riots 
and civil unrest were common and it became increasingly clear that 
there was a need for a more permanent and professional form of law 
enforcement that would carry the official authority of the government
Lack of oversight by the crown led to a breakdown of the frankpledge 
system, and it was eventually replaced with a more manageable 
parish constable system. Unlike the frankpledge, males in a parish, 
or town, served a one-year term as constable. The constables were 
responsible for organizing night watchmen to serve as guards at the 
town gates at night.
Constables were also given the authority to raise the "hue and cry," 
which was a call to action in the event of a crime or emergency. At 
the sounding of the hue and cry, all males in the parish were required 
to drop what they were doing and come to the aid of the constable. 
The hue and cry would travel from parish to parish within a shire until 
the criminal was apprehended or assistance was no longer required.  
This system of local law enforcement served the small communities 
like our own local villages well right up until the 19th century. 
We might all take for granted that the state will provide for our safety 
and security from violence and crime, but the provision of a state-run 
police force is relatively new.  Law enforcement and policing during 
the 1700s and earlier was not administrated nationally; instead it 
was organised by local communities such as town authorities.  A  
constable could be attested by two or more Justices of the Peace, a 
procedure that may have had its roots in an Act of the Parliament 
in England in 1673. From the 1730s, local improvement Acts made 
by town authorities, often included provision for paid watchmen or 
constables to patrol towns at night, while rural areas had to rely on 

more informal arrangements.
In 1737, an Act of Parliament 
was passed "for better 
regulating the Night Watch" 
of the City of London which 
specified the number of paid 
constables that should be on 
duty each night.  It was the 
social reformer and author 
Henry Fielding who established 
the first metropolitan force the 
Bow Street Runners in in London 
in 1749. Between 1754 and 
1780 Bow Street was organised 
like a police station, with a team 
of efficient, paid constables. 
Concerns with levels of juvenile 
crime grew rapidly in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries, 
particularly after several 
pamphlets were published 
detailing the activities of organized gangs. London magistrate Patrick 
Colquhoun for example produced several pamphlets in the 1790s 
detailing the specific activities of the gangs of boys active along 
the Thames river front, which he believed cost merchants nearly £1 
million each year in stolen property. Such prejudices against poor 
young boys were widely held in the first half of the 19th century 
and were reproduced in popular literature such as Charles Dickens 
Oliver Twist. d
In 1800, some town authorities became more involved in improving 
local policing and the Norfolk Constabulary became one of the first 
professional police authorities to be formed in1839. 
Street gangs, burglary and violence against police is nothing new 
but today’s officers and the latest technology make it easier to record 
and, perhaps, to deter.
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Reflections

We were now officially at war. The Anderson shelter 
had been erected, blackout curtains fitted, and a 
wicker basket filled with emergency supplies; biscuits, 

chocolate bar, torch, vacuum flask and playing cards to be 
located next to the back door. There had been tests of air raid 
sirens, which had revealed that I could sleep through anything 
but, as yet, no enemy bombers.
Then one night there was heavy banging on the front door, 
several men’s voices and a female shriek such that even I was 
moved to investigate. Two policemen, by the feeble light of 
torches, were attempting to drag my father, in his pyjamas, to 
one of two cars parked on the road outside our drive while 
fighting off my mother and then my little sister who was attacking 
their kneecaps with the emergency provisions basket.
A third man man was despatched by a plain clothes individual 
in the second, unmarked, vehicle and tried to persuade us that 
they were taking in Joseph O’Connor for questioning. We all 
pointed out that he was an entirely different man whereupon 
he consulted a bit of paper and accused us of living at 107, 
Mansfield Road, which we roundly rejected. At this point I 
suggested that he examine the number plate on the front gate, 
which indicated that this was 147 and, for confirmation, next 
door’s plate that said 145.
The authoritative figure in the second vehicle asked a minion 
what “the lad” was saying and upon receiving a report, 
enquired where 107 would be and did I know who lived there. 
I did, one of my friends lived next door and it harboured a 
lodger with an Irish accent who gave me his cigarette cards 
when he walked home from the shops, but I had no idea of his 
name. At this point, the senior figure in the car, who was losing 
his calm, ordered everyone back to their starting positions and 
we were very politely escorted back to our house to the dismay 
of my sister who was expecting a game of cards in the shelter 
as the bombs fell.
Several years later, driving back from a game of golf, I observed 
a car coming down the slip road to my left at a speed I calculated 
it would take it through the stop marks and  into me.  Having 
toyed with the idea of accelerating into what was a stretch of 
single carriageway on a bend, I braked gently and waited the 
inevitable collision. The other driver then reversed into the slip 
road after the bang, disgorged her three children onto the grass 
verge, sat on the kerb and burst into tears. I steered into the 
centre of the junction to allow traffic to pass on either side, and 
rang for assistance on my newly acquired mobile phone.
People who had appeared from nowhere had demonstrated the 
more advanced states of their devices and summoned the police 
while I was discovering the joys of phone menus and the first 
that the RAC didn’t regard a car with bent steering as broken 

down and consequently of no interest to them. Two police cars 
arrived and their drivers took statements, had us blow into 
bags, skimmed through the pile of documents I had retrieved, 
including the handbook which, from the marker in it, revealed 
that I probably hadn’t got past page thirty-four. A friend who 
pulled up beside me and had a superior bit of technology, 
helped me to locate a recovery service and the first policeman 
invited me to sit in his car until the road was cleared, whereupon 
he drove me home. They had loaded up the second car with the 
woman, her children and all the kit they were transporting and 
set off for their holiday destination on the coast.
All the political parties seem to have pledged to accelerate 
the recruitment of more police personnel, with widely varying 
estimates of the extra taxation involved. I have no objection 
to coughing up a little more, but only for friendly recruits who 
know the back roads to Mattishall.

Gramps

WE USE THE REACH AND WASH METHOD; ONE OF THE 

BEST ON THE MARKET-TRADITIONAL AVAILABLE TOO

WE ALSO CLEAN, CARPETS, 
GUTTERS  AND FASCIAS
CONSERVATORY ROOFS

VERY HIGH STANDARDS AND GREAT SERVICE

S J NYE

MEMBERS OF THE WINDOW CLEANING 
FEDERATION

CALL 01603 868014 / 07717185767

*

!

Mattishall Oil Price Savings Scheme 
(MOPS) 

Time to fill up your heating oil tank?  
Do you think you are paying too much?  

 Want to join one of the biggest syndicates
 in the region that orders in total up 

to 70,000 litres of oil per month? 
 

It costs you nothing to join – no obligation at any time 
Endorsed by Community Action Norfolk 

 
Contact Mike Onassis on 01362 858222 or 07773 330109

 

email:  mike.onassis@btinternet.com 
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BESPOKE PERIOD JOINERY MADE AND FITTED 

English Oak Specialist for Hand-made Panelling, Stairs, 
Doors and Floors 

 

Fitted and Free-Standing Kitchens made and installed.  
Solid Hardwood Plank Worktops 

 

Complete Bathroom Service: fitting of new fixtures, tiling 
and plumbing 

 

ALSO PERIOD PROPERTY  RESTORATION including sash  
window repair and restoration. 

 

 Over 25 years experience 

Sunnyside, 39 Dereham Road, Mattishall 
Tel/fax: 01362 850579 or Mob: 07799024900 

Email: kevin@sunnysidefurniture.com 

SUNNYSIDE FURNITURE 
& PROPERTY SERVICES 
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Our advertising rates per issue are:

size black and white colour

1/8 page £20 £30

1/4 page £35 £52.50

1/2 page £65 £97.50

Full page £125 £187.50

We offer 5% discount if you pay annually in advance.

Contact details: 

Telephone Anne on 01362 858744 or 07515417225

Email miscadvert@yahoo.com

Winter Quiz
Answers from the last issue

Answers from the last issue: 1. 1959. 2. Division 2  
3. Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire 4. 6 wives  
5. Evergreen 6. 40 years 7. October 8. 1975  
9. Mixed number 10. 31 letters

In a chance to win £5 gift voucher, please submit 
your answers to miscadvert@yahoo.com by 20th 
December

1. Which swimming stroke is named after an insect?

2. What unit is used to measure horses’ height?

3. What is the type of cat that has no tail?

4. Which is the only bird that can hover in the air and fly 
backwards?

5. In the zodiac, which animal is Capricorn?

6. Which animal comes first in the dictionary?

7. What is the plural for the word sheep?

8. Where on a horse is the coffin joint?

9. A poult is the young of which creature?

10. How many stomachs has a cow?

 Quizmaster: B O Bear
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MATTISHALL MEMORIAL HALL
South Green, Mattishall, NR20 3JT

Fully fitted kitchen, Bar available.

Ideal for any function

Includes computer access with  
drop down screen and projector

For further information contact

Keith Hudson 01362 850729, 07708085676
E mail keith.hudson12@hotmail.co.uk

Silent Night
I was just eighteen walking home after midnight Mass at my 
local church. It was one o'clock on Christmas morning. I had 
met my grandparents and had spent longer talking than I 
should . Part of the way home I walked with friends and their 
parents assuring them I would be safe to walk the last ten 
minutes alone.

It was a beautiful clear frosty night. There seemed more stars 
than usual.

Everywhere glistened in the brilliant light. There were no 
sounds except my own footsteps until I heard a soft sound, a 
kitten mewling? A baby's cry? Just a little way ahead was a 
shop doorway. The sound appeared to come from there. It 
did. In a cardboard box lay a tiny baby. It appeared to be 
warmly dressed but not enough for a frosty night. I picked up 
the baby, who stopped crying, looking at me with bright blue 
eyes as though to say thank you!

The telephone box was fairly near. Carrying the baby in one 
arm I opened the phone box door, lifted the phone, it was 
working, thank goodness. No coins were needed for a 999 
call. I dialled that and was answered by a local policeman. 
He asked where I was calling from and said he would be 
about five minutes. He soon arrived, explained that he was 
working alone, his colleague was out on another case. He 
asked 'Can you help me by carrying the baby to the station 
while I drive the car?' Yes of course I could! After taking 

details, my name, address, what was I doing walking alone 
at that time of the morning, where and how did I find the 
baby?

Had I seen anyone else around? When all these questions 
had been answered to his satisfaction he drove me to his own 
home where his wife Gladys would look after the baby She 
did this as though she had done it many times before. The 
baby was undressed and examined for any sign of neglect 
or injury. A little boy.

We both started calling him Christian. It seemed appropriate. 
He was redressed, given a drink of baby food and put to 
sleep in a crib. George the policeman made a cup of tea 
while his wife was busy. 'Here lass drink this, I expect you 
need it.' He also produced his wife's home made mince pies. 
I was glad of the tea, I was getting sleepy, it would keep me

awake until I got home. The mince pies were delicious. When 
we had finished our tea. I was driven home. It must have been 
nearly three in the morning. My Dad was not too pleased at 
being woken at that time.

However he was glad that I was safe and had been useful. 
Thanking George, the policeman for driving me home.

I often wonder what little Christian grew up like and whether 
he kept that name. I hope he had a happy life and has a 
bright future. I'll never know of course!

Doris Rich

Writers' Group



PMR HAULAGE LTD

22 FARROW CLOSE MATTISHALL
DEREHAM NORFOLK NR20 3SZ

07702 455 975
01362 850892 
reynolds.t@hotmail.co.uk

TRACy REyNOLDS
Delivery of all types of 

SHINGLE, SAND, BALLAST, HOGGIN, 
HARDCORE & TOPSOIL

SERVING THE MID-NORFOLK DISTRICTS
• Personally supervised by the Littleproud  

family & dedicated staff for 80 years
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
• Traditional service at a reasonable cost

www.littleproud-funerals.co.uk

Our family  
taking care  

of your family

& Son
Littleproud
Family Funeral Directors
Independent

Tel: 01362 695458 (24hrs) 

South Green, Dereham, NR19 1PU 
Tel: 01760 440269 (24hrs) 
Hale Road, Bradenham, IP25 7RA
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